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Thereupon, the foll ow ng proceedi ng began at 9:30 a.m:

VICE CHAIR BROAWN:  Good nmorning. This is the
Fl orida Gami ng Control Conmission's April meeting.
And if you will, please stand for the pledge of
al | egi ance, which wll be |ed by Conm ssi oner
D Aqui | a.

(Pl edge of allegiance.)

VI CE CHAIR BROAWN: Thank you so nuch. Today
we have a bunch of itens, some of which we're going
to take in a block. And when we get to that, |
will nention that. W are also going to defer 4.1
but staff will get into that when we get to that
Itemas well.

So we're going to begin this neeting. First,
go Gators, for all you Semnoles out here. Pretty
exciting last week. Very proud Gator here.

Commi ssioners, can we please get a nmotion to
approve the nmeeting mnutes from February 13, 2025.
COW SSI ONER REPP: '] make that notion.

VICE CHAIR BROMN: Thank you. Can | get a
second?

COW SSI ONER DRAGO:  Second.

VICE CHAIR BROAWN:  All those in favor, say
aye.

(Multiple ayes.)
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VI CE CHAIR BROMWN:  Thank you. W are noving

onto 2.1 through 2.3, which is a discussion of the
default final orders. W have M. Hundersmarck.

MR. HUNDERSMARCK: Good nor ni ng.

VI CE CHAI R BROAWN:  Good nor ni ng.

MR, HUNDERSMARCK:  Justin Hundersmarck for the
record. ItemNo. 2.1 is Jacauline Bennett, Case
No. 2023-063772. The case materials include the
adm nistrative conplaint alleging that respondent
was wor ki ng as a designated player for Knighted
Gam ng and that she was excluded on August 17, 2023
fromOange Cty Racing & Card C ub.

The facility observed her stealing $2,400 in
chi ps over two days. The adm nistrative conpl aint
seeks her permanent exclusion fromall pari-nutuel
facilities in Florida. The case materials al so
i nclude the USPS certified mail tracking nunber and
confirmation of delivery to respondent on February
6, 2025.

They di d not respond; therefore, the Division
woul d ask the Conm ssion to enter an order with the
followi ng findings, that the respondent was
properly served with the adm nistrative conpl ai nt,
failed to respond within 21 days, and waived her

right to a hearing, that the factual allegations of
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the adm nistrative conplaint are accepted as the

findings of fact in this case, and that respondent
shal | be permanently excluded fromall pari-nutuel
facilities in Florida.

VI CE CHAIR BROWN:  Thank you,

M. Hunder smar ck.

Commi ssi oners, do you have any questions on
this itenf?

| do, actually. M. Hundersnarck,

Ms. Bennett, | don't have a problemw th the staff
recomendation. |I'mjust curious if Knighted

Gam ng, the designated enpl oyer, inposed any
penalty to this individual? She was an enpl oyee of
Kni ght ed Gam ng.

MR. HUNDERSMARCK: Yes, she was. |'mnot sure
I f she was term nated.

VICE CHAIR BROWN: I f you could follow up and
find out what their course of action was because
this action, while this is not a |licensee of the
Comm ssion in the regulatory market, she was an
active nmenber in the regulatory paradigm And
woul d |1 ke to know what the recourse was agai nst
her.

MR. HUNDERSMARCK: So she was term nated, and

then a police report was filed agai nst her.
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VI CE CHAIR BROWN:  Thank you.

Conm ssi oners, are there any other questions?
If not, can we get a notion to approve the staff
recomendati on.

COW SSI ONER D AQUI LA:  Make a notion to
approve the staff recommendati on.

VICE CHAIR BROMWN: |Is there a second?

COW SSI ONER DRAGO  Second.

VICE CHAIR BROAN:  All those in favor, say
aye.

(Mul tiple ayes.)

VICE CHAIR BROMWN: Al right. W are on to
2.3, please.

MR. HUNDERSMARCK: Are we skipping 2.2?

VICE CHAIR BROMN:  Your mc, you need to speak
closer. M. Hundersmarck, if you could speak out
loud and a little closer.

MR. HUNDERSMARCK: Sure. 2.2 is Tyler Levi
Brown, Case No. 2023-067629. The case materials
i nclude the adm ni strative conplaint alleging that
respondent was working at a chip runner at
Pensacol a Grayhound Raci ng and was observed
fal sifying payout docunentati on.

He was term nated on Cctober 11, 2023. The

adm ni strative conpl ai nt seeks revocati on of
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1 respondent's cardroom enpl oyee occupati onal Ii?gﬁséz
2 and his permanent exclusion fromall pari-nutuel

3 facilities in Florida.

4 The case materials al so include the USPS

5 certified mail tracking nunber and confirmation of
6 delivery to the respondent on February 13, 2025.

7 They did not respond; therefore, the Division
8 would ask the Conm ssion to enter an order with the
9 followng findings, that the respondent was

10 properly served with the adm nistrative conpl ai nt,
11 failed to respond within 21 days, and waived his

12 right to a hearing, that the factual allegations of
13 the admnistrative conplaint are accepted as the

14 findings of fact in this case, that respondent

15 shall be permanently excluded fromall pari-nutuel
16 facilities in Florida, and that his cardroom

17  enpl oyee occupational |icense shall be revoked.

18 VI CE CHAIR BROMWN: Thank you. |If there are no
19 questions, can we get a notion to permanently
20 excl ude the respondent, as well as revoke his
21  occupational |icense.
22 COW SSI ONER REPP:  1'1l nmake a notion to
23 enter the final order permanently excluding him
24 fromall pari-nutuel facilities in the state of
25 Fl orida and revoking his cardroom enpl oyee
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occupational |icense.

VI CE CHAIR BROAWN:  Thank you,
Conmi ssi oner Repp.

|s there a second?

COMM SSI ONER D AQUI LA:  Second.

VICE CHAIR BROWN:  All those in favor, say
aye.

(Mul tiple ayes.)

VICE CHAIR BROAN:  All right. W are on to
2. 3.

MR HUNDERSMARCK: Item No. 2.3 is M sae
Ol ando Marquez Fajardo, Case No. 2024-017221. The
case materials include an adm nistrative conpl ai nt
all eging that the respondent was pernmanently
excluded from Casino Mam on March 8, 2024.

He was observed by surveill ance using an
el ectronic device that read nmarked cards. The
adm ni strative conplaint seeks his pernmanent
exclusion fromall pari-mutuel and slot nmachine
facilities in Florida.

The case materials al so include the USPS
certified mail tracking nunber and confirmation of
delivery to the respondent on February 3, 2025.

They did not respond; therefore, the Division

woul d ask the Conm ssion to enter an order with the
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follow ng findings, that the respondent was

properly served wth the adm nistrative conpl ai nt,
failed to respond within 21 days, and waived his
right to a hearing, that the factual allegations of
the adm ni strative conplaint are accepted as the
findings of fact in this case, and that respondent
shal |l be permanently excluded fromall pari-nutuel
and slot machine facilities in Florida.

VI CE CHAIR BROWN:  Thank you.

Commi ssioners, if there are no questions, can
we get a notion to approve the staff
recomendat i on.

COW SSI ONER DRAGOD:  So noved.

VICE CHAIR BROMN:  |s there a second?

COW SSI ONER D'AQUILA:  Second.

VICE CHAIR BROMN:  All those in favor, say
aye.

(Multiple ayes.)

VI CE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you. W are going on
to consent orders 3.1 through 3.4.

MR. HUNDERSMARCK: Item No. 3.1 is bestbet
St. Augustine, Inc., Case No. 2024-045025. On
Sept enber 20, 2024, a two-count adm nistrative
conplaint was filed against respondent all eging
firstly a violation of Rule 75-11.003(4) Florida
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Adm ni strative Code by failing to ensure the deal er

button is noved around the card table in a

cl ockwi se fashion and, secondly, a violation of
Rul e 75-11.015(1) Florida Adm nistrative Code by
failing to lock all chips which were not in play or
avai l able for play in a secure |ocation.

This facility did not have any prior
viol ations of these rules. Bestbet St. Augustine,
I nc. seeks the adoption of the proposed settl enent
and consent order to resolve this case. Pursuant
to the terns of the proposed order, the respondent
will agree to pay $500 to the Florida Gam ng
Control Comm ssi on.

VI CE CHAI R BROAN:  Thank you,

M . Hunder smar ck.

Commi ssioners, are there any questions on this
I tenf?

VICE CHAIR BROAN: M. Hundersmarck, you
mentioned that there are no priors. 1In the very
next itemthat we're going to take up, they have a
violation of one of the sane rules and they have a
prior.

However, it's the fine, and they have a
two-count conplaint as well. The fine is half of

what the fineis in 3.1. | just wanted to get sone
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clarification and rationale for why bestbet is

bei ng assessed a $500 fine for a simlar, at |east
with regard to one count?

MR. HUNDERSMARCK: So the Division doesn't
agree to this. W were offered the settlenent, and
we're obligated to present it for your
consi derati on.

COW SSI ONER D AQUI LA:  To clarify, the
respondent offered that anount for settlenent?

MR, HUNDERSMARCK:  Yes.

COMM SSI ONER D AQUI LA:  Understood. Thank
you.

VICE CHAIR BROAN:  This nmay be a question nore
for M. Dillnmore. 1In ternms of what has been the
normtrying to stay consistent as a regulatory body
and what has been the normfor this type of
conpl ai nt or anount bei ng assessed by this body,
particularly with regard to the count that is
simlar for both 3.1 and 3.2, it didn't |ock all
the chips in play?

MR DILLMORE: I'msorry. | really can't go
back. It's not summarized over the many years |ike
what those findings have been. W can certainly
research that if given the opportunity, but |I'm

afraid I'mnot going to have that information right
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1 off the cuff. rage
2 VI CE CHAIR BROWN:  You know, | just don't want
3 toget it wong here when we're going to be taking
4 up the next itemwth the reduced fee in half of
5 that anount.
6 Conmi ssioners, | don't know if you have any
7 thoughts on this, having sone consistency?
8 COW SSI ONER DRAGO. | agree 100 percent that
9 consistency is an inportant part of this. So |
10 think maybe what we're | ooking for information of
11  an understandi ng of what you're saying. Do we have
12 tine to be able to go and get sone nore information
13 on this before we make a decision? Are there any
14 time lines that we have to be concerned about?
15 MR. HUNDERSMARCK: No. | think we can present
16 at the next neeting.
17 COW SSI ONER DRAGO | would like to see if we
18 can get sone nore information on the priors so we
19 can help nmake a decision to be sure they woul d be
20 consistent wth this in terns of the fine because
21 they don't seemto be consistent at this point, to
22 no fault of yours, of course.
23 But that's their offer, so | would Iike to get
24  sone nore information on that background on those
25 charges and see if we can get nore information so
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1 we can nake a better decision. It's just ny rage 18
2 thoughts.

3 VI CE CHAI R BROWN: Thank you,

4 Comm ssioner Drago. That would actually be great,
5 especially since we're taking up very simlar

6 charges in the sane neeting. So it would be nice
7 to kind of get an overview of what we've done. W
8 have the attorney representing bestbet.

9 | f you could please state your nane and your
10 posi tion.

11 MR MORTON: TJ Morton on behal f of bestbet
12 St. Augustine. Certainly happy to give sone

13 background on the charges. Certainly happy to

14 entertain a lower fine. But, you know, available
15 for any questions that you have regardi ng what

16 happened. | can't speak to the next case and what
17 their circunstances were, so | can't discuss why
18 there may be --

19 VI CE CHAI R BROAN:  Thank you.

20 Commi ssi oners, do you have any questions?

21 | don't either. Just this one has no prior
22 violations and the next one that does. So | just
23 want to be consistent when we take this up.

24 W're going to go ahead and defer this item
25 and direct staff to just | ook at what we have done,
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the range of what we've done in simlar charges

prior to the next neeting.

Thank you.

MR. MORTON: Thank you.

VICE CHAIR BROMWN: If that's okay with the
Conmmi ssi oners, we're noving on to 3.2.

MR. HUNDERSMARCK: Item No. 3.2 is TBD
Entertainnment, L.L.C., doing business as TGI Poker
and Race Book. Case No. 2024-058077. On January
6, 2025, a two-count adm nistrative conplaint was
filed agai nst respondent alleging firstly a
violation of Rule 75-11.015(1) Florida
Adm ni strative Code by failing to | ock and secure
chi ps which were not in play or avail able for use
on that day.

Secondly, a violation of Rule 75-11.025(17)
Florida Adm nistrative Code by failing to nmaintain
a log of all surveillance activities in the
surveill ance room

TBD Entertai nnent, L.L.C., doing business as
TGI Poker & Race Book seeks the adoption of the
proposed settl enent and consent orders to resolve
this case.

Pursuant to the terns of the proposed order,

respondent will be issued a witten warning and
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w il agree to pay $250 to the Florida Gam ng

Control Conmm ssi on.

VICE CHAIR BROWN: | see M. Rutledge. |
don't know if you want to address the Conm ssion or
just here to answer questions?

MR. RUTLEDGE: First of all, Gary Rutl edge on
behal f of the respondent. |In |ight of the comments
fromthe previous case, which led to this and ne
being up here, the facts of the situation are what
they were. The chips were stolen.

In terms of the past violations that you had
i nquired about, it was a verbal warning in a
previous incident, so there was no case where it
was presented to the Conm ssion where the
respondent had a chance to contest that. W're not
suggesting that that was in error. But this
situation, as | told counsel for the Comm ssion is
alittle different because the respondent here, it
cost them over approxi mately $4, 000.

So the fine of $250 or zero or $500 was on the
secondary to them | think fromyour perspective,
| earni ng a val uabl e | esson about keeping these
chi ps secure because they were out about $4, 000.
And so | just ask for your consideration of that.

| think that that got their attention nore
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than, with all due respect to the Conmm ssion, than

a nodest fine would be. So would we consider that,
of course. But that's the exigent circunstances |
just wanted to share with you about that.

VI CE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you, M. Rutl edge,
for context. That hel ps.

Commi ssi oners, any thoughts or questions? |
don't have a problemw th a proposed stipul ation
and settl enent given the facts.

COMM SSI ONER DRAGO:  I'm sorry?

VICE CHAIR BROWN: | don't have a problemw th
t he proposed stipulation and settlenent, if you
don't as well. W'Il take a notion at this tinme on
3. 2.

COW SSI ONER DRAGO:  I'l1 nove to accept the
staff reconmendati on.

VI CE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you. Wiichis to
approve the --

COW SSI ONER DRAGO:  The $250 fi ne.

VI CE CHAIR BROMWN: Thank you. |Is there a
second?

COW SSIONER D AQU LA: 1"l second that
not i on.

VI CE CHAIR BROMWN:  Any di scussion? Al those

in favor, say aye.
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(Mul tiple ayes.)

VI CE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you. W are on to
3. 3.

MR. HUNDERSMARCK: Item No. 3.3 is Tanpa Bay
Downs, Inc. On January 6, 2025 an adm nistrative
conplaint was filed against respondent alleging a
violation of Rule 75-11.020(1) Florida
Adm ni strative Code by failing to have a drop box
mar ked with a permanent nunber corresponding wth
the table nunber to which the drop box is assigned.

Respondent has no prior violations of this
rule. Tanpa Bay Downs, Inc. seeks the adoption of
t he proposed settlement and consent order to
resolve this case. Pursuant to the terns of the
proposed order, respondent will be issued a witten
war ni ng by the Florida Gami ng Control Conm ssion.

VI CE CHAI R BROMWN: Thank you.

Conm ssi oners any questions? |If not, can we
get a notion to adopt the proposed settlenment or
agreenent and consent order.

COW SSI ONER REPP:  Mbtion to adopt.

VICE CHAIR BROWN:  Thank you. 1Is there a
second?

COMM SSIONER D AQUILA: | will second that

noti on.
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VI CE CHAIR BROMWN:  Thank you. Any di scussion?

Al'l those in favor, say aye.

(Mul tiple ayes.)

VICE CHAIR BROAN: We are on to 3.4.

MR. HUNDERSMARCK: Item No. 3.4 is Gernman
Ernesto Bonesi, Case No. 2024-067393. On Decenber
11, 2024, an admnistrative conplaint was filed
agai nst respondent alleging a violation of Rule
75-11.011 Florida Admnistrative Code by failing to
provide witten notification to petitioner within
the five days of respondent's Novenber 15, 2024
arrest for grand theft greater than $100, 000, an
organi zed scheme to defraud over $50, 000.

German Ernesto Bonesi seeks the adoption of
t he proposed settlenent and consent order to
resolve this case. Pursuant to the terns of the
proposed order, respondent will agree that the
Comm ssion is revoking respondent's |icense and
decl aring respondent ineligible for |icensure under
Chapters 550, 551, and section 849.086 Florida
Statutes for a period of ten years on the date the
final order is filed with the erk of the
Conmmi ssi on.

The Conmm ssion has no obligation to approve an

application fromthis person at the end of the ten
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ineligibility to even apply.

VI CE CHAI R BROWN: Thank you,
M. Hunder smar ck.

Commi ssioners, if you recall, this cane before

us last nonth. And we wanted staff to go back and
address stiffer penalty of licensure. Are there
any questions?

Yes, Conmi ssioner D Aquil a.

COM SSIONER D AQUILA: 1'd like to nake a
notion to accept the proposal fromstaff.

VICE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you. |Is there a
second?

COW SSI ONER REPP:  Second.

VI CE CHAIR BROMWN:  Any di scussion? Al those
in favor, say aye.

(Mul tiple ayes.)

VI CE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you. We're noving on
to discussion of final orders follow ng untinely or
defective petitions or requests for hearing.

Executive Director Marshman, do you want to
address 4.1, please?

MR. MARSHVAN: Sure. Good norning. For the
reasons that we discussed, | would recommend

tabling this matter, which will allow the
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Comm ssion to file an anended adm ni strative

conplaint to have a nore perfect regulatory
oversight of this issue. That's all.

VI CE CHAIR BROMWN: Thank you. W do have a
speaker card here. W're not going to take up the
matter. W are going to go ahead and table it.

But, M. Zachman, if you want to approach.

MR. ZACHVAN. | just wanted to say thank you
to staff and to your legal teamfor working with us
on this. W support tabling it, and we | ook
forward to working out a good resolution that wll
hopefully before you all very soon.

VI CE CHAIR BROWN:  Thank you. All right.
Thank you. And I know staff has worked very hard
on getting us sonething, so we appreciate it, but
we will go ahead and table it.

W're nmoving on to 4. 2.

M5. ALVARADO. Emly Alvarado, for the record.
ltem No. 4.2 is N cky Choufany, 2024-062644. On
Decenmber 6, 2024, the Conmm ssion issued a letter of
| i cense denial to the applicant for a slot
machi ne -- she was applying for a slot
machi ne/ car droom pari - nut uel combi nati on
occupational |icense.

On Decenber 26th, the applicant filed an
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el ection of rights requesting a formal hearing

pursuant to 120.57(1), but she failed to -- it [|ist
a material fact in the election of rights.

On January 6, 2025, the Cerk of the
Conmi ssi on issued an order of dismssal inform ng
t he applicant that her request is dismssed wthout
prej udi ce because she had failed to list the
material fact in dispute in the |icense denial.

And she was afforded 15 days fromthe date of
the dismssal to cure the defect. The applicant
did not respond to the order of dismssal.

Therefore, the D vision recommends that the
Fl orida Gam ng Control Conmi ssion enters an order,
a final order denying the applicant's for a hearing
wi th prejudice, adopting the finding of facts and
conclusions of lawin the letter of |icense deni al
and denying the applicant's application for a slot
machi ne/ cardroom pari - nmut uel conbi nation
occupational |icense.

VI CE CHAIR BROWN:  Thank you, Ms. Al varado.

Conm ssi oners, are there any questions?

Agai n, the respondent did not respond in the tinely
way. So with that, can we please get a notion to
enter a final order denying applicant's request for

a hearing with prejudice and adopting the findings
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of fact and conclusion of |aw and denying the

applicant's application for |icense?

COW SSI ONER D'AQUILA: So noved.

VICE CHAIR BROMWN: Thank you. 1Is there a
second?

COW SSI ONER REPP:  Second.

VICE CHAIR BROAN:  All those in favor, say
aye.

(Mul tiple ayes.)

VI CE CHAIR BROWN:  Thank you. W are noving
on to discussion of the recommended orders 5.1
t hrough 5. 6.

MR. HUNDERSMARCK: Item No. 5.1 is M chael
Ant hony Mamanna, Case No. 2024-011344. The
Di vi sion seeks the permanent excl usion of
respondent fromall pari-nutuel and slot machi ne
facilities in the state of Florida.

Respondent was served with an adm nistrative
conpl ai nt, requested an informal hearing, which was
hel d on March 18, 2025. On March 28, 2025, the
hearing officer recommended pernmanent excl usi on.
The Division recommends the Conmm ssion adopt the
hearing officer's recommended order and pernmanently
excl ude respondent fromall pari-nmutuel and sl ot

machine facilities in the state of Florida.
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VI CE CHAIR BROAN:  Thank you. And we have a

few of these that are very simlar, | think 5.1
through 5.4. W'I| just go ahead and go through
t hem

Commi ssioners, if there are no questions, can
we get a notion to adopt the hearing officer's
recomended order and enter a final order
per manently excludi ng the respondent.

COW SSI ONER DRAGO:  So noved.

VICE CHAIR BROMWN: |Is there a second?

COW SSI ONER D AQUI LA:  Second.

VICE CHAIR BROAN:  All those in favor, say
aye.

(Mul tiple ayes.)

VICE CHAIR BROMWN:  Again, M. Hundersmarck, if
you want to take up 5.2 through 5.4, they're al
very simlar in nature. |If not, feel free to go
t hrough each of them

MR. HUNDERSMARCK: The summaries are really
short. Item5.2 is Marcos Luis Banos Gonez, Case
No. 2024-015065. Division seeks the pernmanent
excl usi on of respondent fromall pari-nutuel and
sl ot machines facilities in the state of Florida.

Respondent was served with an adm nistrative

conpl aint, requested an informal hearing held on
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March 18, 2025. On the 28th, hearing officer

recomended per manent exclusion. The Division
recomrends t he Conm ssion adopt the hearing
officer's recommended order and permanently excl ude
respondent fromall pari-nutuel and slot nmachi ne
facilities in the state of Florida.

VI CE CHAIR BROMN:  Thank you,
M. Hundersmarck, and thanks to the hearing officer
for taking the time to go through all of these as
wel | .

|f there are no questions, can we please get a
notion to adopt the hearing officer's
recomendati on and the staff recommendati on.

COW SSI ONER DRAGO:  Make that noti on.

VICE CHAIR BROMN: |s there a second?

COW SSI ONER REPP:  Second.

VICE CHAIR BROWN:  All those in favor, say
aye.

(Mul tiple ayes.)

VI CE CHAIR BROMWN: Thank you. W're on to
5.3.

MR. HUNDERSMARCK: Item No. 5.3 is CGuillerno
De La Torre, Case No. 2024-015082. The Division
seeks the permanent exclusion of respondent from

all pari-mutuel and slot machine facilities in the

www. | exi t asl egal . com
(800) 676-2401




Fl ori da Gami ng Control Conmi ssion Meeting
April 10, 2025

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

_ Page 30
state of Florida.

Respondent was served with an adm nistrative
conpl ai nt, requested an informal hearing which was
hel d on March 18, 2025. On the 28th, the hearing
of fi cer recommended permanent exclusion. The
Di vi si on reconmends the Conm ssi on adopt hearing
officer's recommended order and permanently excl ude
respondent fromall pari-nutuel and sl ot machine
facilities in the state of Florida.

VI CE CHAIR BROWN:  Thank you,

M. Hunder smar ck.

|f there are no questions, can we get a notion
to approve the staff recomendati on.

COW SSI ONER D AQUI LA:  Motion to approve the
staff recomendati on.

VICE CHAIR BROMWN: |Is there a second?

COW SSI ONER REPP:  Second.

VICE CHAIR BROAN:  All those in favor, say
aye.

(Mul tiple ayes.)

VI CE CHAIR BROWN: And 5. 4.

MR. HUNDERSMARCK: Item No. 5.4 is Al ans
Geffrard, Case No. 2024-035752. The Division seeks
t he permanent exclusion of Alans Geffrard from all

pari-mutuel and slot machine facilities in the
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state of Florida.

Respondent was served with an adm nistrative
conpl ai nt requesting an informal hearing, which was
hel d on February 26, 2025. On March 28, 2025, the
hearing officer recommended permanent excl usi on.
The Division recommends the Comm ssion adopt the
hearing officer's recommended order and pernmanently
excl ude respondent fromall pari-nmutuel and sl ot
machine facilities in the state of Florida.

VI CE CHAIR BROMWN: Thank you. Again, if there
are no questions, can we please get a notion to
approve the staff recomendati on on 5. 4.

COW SSI ONER REPP:  Mbtion to approve staff
recommendat i on.

VICE CHAIR BROMN: |s there a second?

COW SSI ONER DRAGO:  Second.

VICE CHAIR BROWN:  All those in favor, say
aye.

(Mul tiple ayes.)

VI CE CHAIR BROAN:  And on to 5.5.

MR. HUNDERSMARCK: 5.5 is Benjam n Joel
Robbi ns, Case No. 2024-049266. Petitioner
submtted an application for a sl ot
machi ne/ cardroom pari - nmutuel conbination

occupational |icense.
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On review of the application submtted by

petitioner, the comm ssion issued a |etter of

| i cense denial notifying petitioner of its intent
to deny the application based on petitioner's

fel ony conviction.

Petitioner requested an informal hearing,
whi ch was held on February 26, 2025. At the
hearing, the Division recommended denial of
petitioner's application. On April 1, 2025, the
hearing officer recommended that the Conm ssion
grant petitioner's application.

VI CE CHAIR BROWN:  Thank you.

Conmmi ssioners, just to note, this was a matter

that | believe we took up. These were priors

dating back to 2004. | believe there are anple
support of reference letters, | think over five
character witnesses and rehabilitation. | just

want to refresh your nenory on this.

Conmi ssi oner D Aquil a.

COW SSI ONER D AQUI LA: Just to clarify, this
is for a food service nmanager position, and this
goes back to 2005. Go ahead. |'msorry.

MR. HUNDERSMARCK: The position he got an
offer for was the director of food and beverage.

COW SSI ONER D AQUI LA:  Food and bever age
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director?

MR HUNDERSMARCK: That was the ori ginal
position with the application.

COW SSI ONER D AQUI LA:  And there have been no
subsequent violations since the original instance,
fel ony since 2005?

MR. HUNDERSMARCK: No felonies. There was a
2006 reckless driving charge m sdeneanor.

COW SSI ONER D AQUILA:  Is that reckless
driving?

MR, HUNDERSMARCK:  Yes.

VICE CHAIR BROMWN:  All right. Conm ssioners,
any ot her questions?

COW SSI ONER DRAGO:  No questi ons.

VICE CHAIR BROWN: | f not,

Comm ssioner D Aquila, are you ready to nake the
notion to adopt the hearing officer's
recomendati on?

COW SSI ONER D AQUI LA:  Yes, I'mgoing to nake
a notion to accept the hearing officer
recomendat i on.

VICE CHAIR BROMWN: |Is there a second?

COW SSI ONER REPP:  Second.

VI CE CHAIR BROMN:  Any di scussion? | just

want to note as part of that, we will be issuing
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this individual an occupational license. So with

that, all those in favor, say aye.

(Multiple ayes.)

VI CE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you. Passes
unani mously. On to 5.6.

MR. HUNDERSMARCK: Item No. 5.6 is Kenol
Mercius, Case No. 2024-052492. The Division seeks
t he permanent excl usion of respondent from all
pari-nmutuel and slot nmachine facilities in the
state of Florida.

The respondent was served with an
adm ni strative conpl aint, requested an infornal
heari ng, which was held on February 26, 2025. On
March 28, 2025, the hearing officer recomended
per mnent exclusion. The Division recommends the
Conmmi ssi on adopt the hearing officer's reconmended
order and pernmanently exclude respondent from all
pari-nmutuel and slot nmachine facilities in the
state of Florida.

VI CE CHAIR BROWN:  Thank you.

Conmmi ssi oners, can we please get a notion to
approve the staff recommendati on.

COW SSI ONER DRAGO.  So noved.

VICE CHAIR BROMWN: Is there a second?

COW SSI ONER D AQUI LA:  Second.
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VICE CHAIR BROAN:  All those in favor, say

aye.

(Mul tiple ayes.)

VICE CHAIR BROWN:  All right. W're noving on
to a discussion of request for waivers, 6.1 through
6. 4.

M5. ALVARADO 6.1 is Joseph Zerilli,
2025-002407. Here the applicant applied for a
pari-nmutuel wagering general individual
occupational license. Upon review of the
application, it was discovered that he had two
di squal i fying offenses of burglary of occupied
structure and grand theft in the third degree from
2004.

The applicant answered yes to having been
convicted of a disqualifying offense. He's
applying to be a hot wal ker at CGul fsteam Park. He
does have an outstandi ng court cost of $805, and he
did violate his probation in 2005 and served six
nmonths in jail.

A wai ver interview was conducted on January
21st and is docunented in the neeting material s.
Here the Conm ssion can decide to grant the waiver,
i ssue the applicant a license. |If not, we'd ask

that you give us the authority to issue a letter of
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2 VI CE CHAIR BROWN: Conm ssioners, are there

3 questions on 6.17

4 COMM SSI ONER DRAGO:  Just a coupl e guesti ons,
5 | guess. He still owes fines; right?

6 MS. ALVARADO  $805.

7 COW SSI ONER DRAGO:  $805, is that fromhis

8 probation, fromhis crimnal charge probation, or

9 is that from sonething el se?

10 M5. ALVARADO It 's for the court costs and
11 the fines for that --

12 COMM SSI ONER DRAGO:  For that crimnal charge.
13 M5. ALVARADO.  Yes.

14 COW SSI ONER DRAGO:  Back in what year was

15 that?

16 M5. ALVARADO. 2004.

17 COW SSI ONER DRAGO. 2004, and it still hasn't

18 been paid yet?

19 M5. ALVARADO. Right.

20 COW SSI ONER DRAGO:  All right. That's ny

21 only questions that | have.

22 VICE CHAIR BROAWN:  And there are no other --
23 obviously, it was a major felony of the crines that
24 he commtted, but there are no other charges?

25 MS. ALVARADO He had two m sdeneanors from
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2004 or 2005 for resisting an officer wthout

violence. That was the violation of probation back
then. But that's the only thing from 2005.

COW SSI ONER DRAGO:  |'m sorry.

VICE CHAIR BROAN: That's all. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER DRAGO:  Also | note here that he
owes $5,000 froma liability due to an accident or
sonet hi ng?

M5. ALVARADO | believe so, yes.

COW SSI ONER DRAGO:  So he's got that
out st andi ng debt, and he's got the outstandi ng debt
fromhis probation?

M5. ALVARADO R ght. He did nention that in
his wai ver interview that he does still owe $5, 000
I n damages.

VICE CHAIR BROMN: And procedurally if we go
ahead and issue a license denial, can you just
refresh what the applicant -- what their recourse
coul d be.

MS. ALVARADO. If we issue a |license now?

VICE CHAIR BROAN:  No. Issue a letter of
| i cense deni al .

M5. ALVARADO Yes. So they would have 21
days to respond. They can request an informal

hearing if they'd Iike to provide mtigation if
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they're disputing any material facts here such as

they didn't conmt this crine, they can request a
formal hearing as well.

VI CE CHAIR BROWN:  Thank you, Ms. Al varado.

COW SSI ONER DRAGO:  So that would give him
t he opportunity to go pay off that probation fine
from 2004 for $800-sonet hi ng.

M5. ALVARADO Yes. Have a hearing wth us.
He al so coul d reapply, of course.

VI CE CHAI R BROAN:  Conmi ssi oner Repp.

COW SSI ONER REPP: Do we know if these are
under any paynent pl an?

M5. ALVARADO | don't have any information on
if it was. | know he has paid nore than half of it
since then. The original cost was al nost $2, 000.
|"mnot sure if it's on a paynent plan.

COW SSI ONER REPP:  Thank you.

VI CE CHAI R BROAN:  And probably accruing
interest. Wat is the position he's applying for
agai n?

MS. ALVARADO. Hot wal ker.

VI CE CHAI R BROAN: Hot wal ker .

COW SSI ONER DRAGO:  Just for the sake of
di scussion, | would just suggest that we issue a

letter to intent to deny in hopes that that gives
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hi ma chance to understand he needs to pay off his

debt in ternms of his probationary obligation, and
then we can reconsider it after he's made hinself
whol e.

VICE CHAIR BROAN: | woul d support that idea
as well, especially since |ooking at history and
totality of the individual. But having those
out standi ng court costs give ne such pause.

|s there a second?

COW SSI ONER REPP:  Second.

VI CE CHAIR BROWN:  Any di scussion? Al those
in favor, say aye.

(Multiple ayes.)

VICE CHAIR BROWN:  All right. W are noving
on to 6.2. W do have a speaker on this item who
can cone up after staff gives an overview

MS. ALVARADO 6.2 is Evan Vol lerthum
2025-002667. The applicant applied for a PMN
prof essi onal individual occupational |icense. Upon
review of the application, it was discovered that
he had a disqualifying offense of attenpted
commer ci al sexual exploitation of a child from
2019.

He did disclose this on his original

application. He's applying to be a jockey agent at
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1 Tanpa Bay Downs. He has paid all his court fiﬁg§ 0
2 and conpleted probation. A waiver interview was

3 conducted on January 13th and is docunented in the
4 meeting materials.

5 This was presented at the |ast neeting where

6 the applicant was present and testified. You had

7 asked that | get alittle bit nore information on

8 the arrest report, which is included in the neeting
9 materials and also to speak with the investigator
10 who gave a little bit of a just little back story,
11 and it's also included in there, in the email to ne
12 for your review

13 So at this point, you can decide to grant the
14 waiver in this case and issue a license. O if

15 not, we'd ask the Authority to issue a letter of

16 | i cense deni al .

17 VI CE CHAI R BROWN: Thank you, M. Al varado.

18 And thank you for following up with Kansas and

19 getting that information in the record. Al right.
200 We're going to call up -- unless there's any
21 questions at this juncture for Ms. Alvarado, we're
22 going to call up M. Vollerthum who | understand
23 drove six hours this norning.
24 MR. VOLLERTHUM It's worth it. Vice Chair
25 Brown, Conm ssi oner Drago, Comm ssioner D Aquil a,
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Conm ssi oner Repp, good norning. | appreciate the

opportunity to address the Florida Gam ng Contr ol
Conmi ssion today in hunbly asking for your
consideration for its granting ny waiver request.

| am working to achi eve ny career goal of
becom ng a jockey agent in the state of Florida.
| f successful, | commt to respecting the privilege
of having a gamng |icense and al ways conducti ng
nyself in the utnost professional manner.

| believe | represent a citizen of good noral
character who has worked daily to rehabilitate
nyself fromthe one charge that damages ny record.
| strive to spread positivity, act with kindness,
share wi sdomw th people in need, and treat people
w th respect.

| adopted a rescue dog naned Ellie in 2021 and
nursed her back to health froma pre-existing
heartworm condition. This past year, | opened up
ny house renting out an extra bedroomto a jockey
and his wife who were in search of a last mnute
place to live.

Subsequent |y, that jockey was one of a few
riders who asked ne to represent themas their
agent. They praised nmy well-1liked positive

presence with the horsenen and horsewonen at the
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1 racetrack. rage 42
2 | have | earned fromny m stakes, grown cl oser
3 tony faith, and take on life's chall enges one day
4 at atinme. | understand it isn't necessarily easy
5 to grant an application -- an applicant a second
6 chance while also wanting to protect the peopl e of
7 Fl ori da.
8 Wthout going in depth, I think it is
9 inportant to state publicly that | have never
10 harmed any individual, let alone a mnor, despite
11 the categorization of ny offense. | allowed nyself
12 to be entangled in an undercover bait and switch
13  scenario.
14 | followed up by displaying shanmeful noral
15 character when | found reason to inappropriately
16 justify continuing a text nessage conversation
17 which led to nmy offense in Kansas. | took it upon
18 nyself to inprove as a person afterwards while
19 understanding the root causes for naking the
20 m stake | did.
21 My faith has hel ped gui de ne back, and |I'm
22 confident that |I'mproving nyself to be a good
23  person of good noral character. There are multiple
24 simlarities in this process that can be conparable
25 to when | was successfully reinstated as a caddy on
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the PGA tour providing several letters of

recommendati on by respected nen and wonen in the
gol f and horseracing industries providing details
within ny arrest report that add context to ny
underlyi ng of fense, highlighting the successf ul
conpl etion of ny court-ordered 24-nonth probation
ten nonths early, outlining my current worKking
background as a caddy where | have a perfect track
record of conduct both on and off the golf course
stating renorse for ny shaneful noral behavi or
related to ny offense while also illustrating the
positive direction ny life has consistently been
headed i n since.

Many people in inportant positions have taken
time to ook at nmy case individually and believed
I n me enough to give ne a second chance. | am
forever grateful for those opportunities, and it
gives ne imense pride in doing well by them

| hope | can earn a second chance opportunity
today fromthe Florida Gam ng Comnm ssion board. |
wll gladly answer any questions you nmay have.
Thank you very nuch for your tine and deep
consideration in nmy waiver request today.

VI CE CHAIR BROMN: Thank you. Thank you for

taking the time to cone back up to Tall ahassee,
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too. And you do have a lot of letters of support

from not abl e professionals and notable clubs as
well. | just wanted to point that out.

Commi ssioners, are there questions of the
appl i cant ?

COW SSI ONER DRAGO. | don't have any, no.

VI CE CHAIR BROWN:  Thank you for your
testinony. W're going to take discussion up here
now.

Conm ssioners, nowis the time to ask staff if
you have any questions or if there's discussion
anong the group.

| do have one for our staff regarding this.
As a jockey agent, this may be a question,

Ms. Alvarado for M. Dillnore. As a jockey agent,
woul d the applicant be around mnors in that
capacity typically?

MR DI LLMORE: So typically what the |icense
will do for himis give access to the back side
where the animals are in a restricted area. It is
uncommon for mnors to be back there or his
| i censees. |t does happen, but it's not conmon.

VI CE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you. That was really
ny only question. The floor is open to the

conm ssioners at this tine.
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COWMWM SSI ONER DRAGO: | guess ny comrent is |

appreciate very nuch, sir, comng up here and

tal king and fighting for yourself. | appreciate
that. | understand it. | understand your

di sappointnent if you weren't able to get |icensed.

And |I'mvery happy that you're finding your
way. You found your faith, and you're inproving
yourself. | think that great. | appreciate that,
and | commend you for that.

My concern is I'mnot sure that with your
record that it would be suitable for a position
| i censed by the state of Florida. | think that
we've westled with this all the tinme up here with
trying to balance a person's history with the
ability to be able to earn a |iving.

But we have an obligation to protect the
public and people of the state of Florida, and we
have an obligation certainly for the public to get
a sense that we are of the integrity of this
Comm ssion and this body and the staff of the
Conm ssion to do everything possible to nmake the
peopl e secure and to give at |east the people a
sense of safety that we are | ooking out for their
safety and have a | ow tol erance for serious crines

even when the person may have -- may believe or
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1 feel that they have found their way in other mg§§.46
2 And we certainly have consi dered people who
3 after conmtting certain crinmes have been what we
4 m ght consider rehabilitated. But this is the type
5 of crine that's difficult to be able to confirm
6 whether sonebody is being rehabilitated or not.
7 Certainly having personal or professional
8 history dealing with this, it's very difficult for
9 anybody to be able to say that soneone's
10 rehabilitated fromsuch a crine.
11 So | think what I"'mtrying to say in a
12 nutshell is that | think in order to preserve the
13 integrity of this Conmm ssion and the feelings by
14 the public that we're concerned in nmaking sure that
15 we protect the public to the best of our ability --
16 we're not certainly fortune tellers up here.
17 There's no Sol onon sitting up here that can
18 make these decisions without an error. But | think
19 that we have to be extrenely cautious so that the
20 public understands that we take this job very
21  seriously.
22 W take our positions very seriously, and we
23 take the obligations put on us very seriously. |
24 don't know if whether you want -- if others want to
25 talk before we nmake a notion or how you want to go,
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Madam Vi ce Chair.

VI CE CHAI R BROAWN: Thank you, Conmi ssi oner
Drago, and expl aining your rationale, especially as
a former chief of police and prospective | aw
enf orcenent professional.

Conmi ssi oner Repp.

COW SSI ONER REPP: | have a question | think
for M. Dillnore, Director Dillnmore. Wth the
position of jockey agent, and |I know we di scussed
this, but if you could maybe clarify. [Is that
necessarily a licensed position that you need to be
| i censed to be a jockey agent?

MR. DI LLMORE: Thank you Conmm ssi oner Repp.

So the license we provide is just access to a
restricted area. It's ny understanding he can be a
j ockey agent anywhere el se, but he just can't
access those areas.

|"mnot famliar wth what a jockey agent
does, but he just wouldn't be able to go to the
back side where typically you find a | ot of
j ockeys. But he could probably contact them
outside on their private or free tine.

COW SSI ONER REPP:  So to be clear, to put
| i ke on a business card that you're a jockey agent,

coach jockeys, desirable to be their agent, it's
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not necessary for themto be |icensed?

MR. DI LLMORE: That's ny understanding. So
| i ke in other professions, you mght be famliar
with like CPAs. They have to actually pass an exam
and get a license to actually conduct that job.
That's not the license that we give. It's just
access to restricted areas.

COW SSI ONER REPP:  Thank you.

COW SSI ONER D AQUI LA: | woul d surm se,

t hough, that it would be helpful to say one is
|icensed in the pursuit of that profession. And
while it's not necessary to have one, using the CPA
as exanple, it's certainly a nore -- it adds
prestige and contributes to the potential success.

MR DILLMORE: | would imagine so. And also
being able to actually contact the jockeys in
probably the area where they gather before and
after races, so | think there would be a couple
advantages to it.

COW SSI ONER D AQUI LA: | have a second
question. Wuld this license in any way grant the
ability to work in other capacities in gam ng,
ot her than be used in a jockey agent profession?
In other words, with that |icense, would it enable

respondent to be a dealer, per se or in any other
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capacity?

MR. DI LLMORE: Probably any capacity
associated with pari-nutuel operations because it's
a pari-mutuel license. A cardroomlicense wuld
require its own. And |ikew se a slot occupational
| i cense would require a separate |icense or
approval or a conbination thereof. But this one
woul d be just related to pari-nutuel activities.

COMM SSI ONER D AQUI LA:  Pari-nutuel only
specifically?

MR, DI LLMORE: Yes.

COW SSI ONER D AQUI LA: Thank you.

VI CE CHAI R BROMN:  Conmi ssi oner Drago.

COW SSI ONER DRAGO:  If | could just point out
one last thing, | guess, is that this offense was
commtted in 2019; right? This is not an ancient
-- this is not an old, old case. This was
commtted in 2019, so we're only tal king about five
and a half years, six years, whatever it is since
t hat occurred.

VI CE CHAI R BROMN:  Thank you. Good point to
make.

Conmi ssi oner D Aquil a.

COW SSIONER D AQUILA: I'mclarifying there

are no other offenses recorded since?
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MS. ALVARADO: No.

COW SSIONER D AQUILA:  And | want to clarify
on the information provided, the PGA has reinstated
t he individual ?

MS. ALVARADO  Ri ght.

COW SSI ONER D AQUI LA:  The Prof essi onal
CGol fers Association to be on the grounds at
tournaments and so forth?

MR, ALVARADO: Yes.

COW SSI ONER D AQUI LA: Thank you.

VICE CHAIR BROAWN:  |'mvery torn,
Comm ssioners, by this. | spent a lot of tine
t hi nking about it. |[|'ve |ooked through the letters

of reference. There are a lot attesting to his
character, in fact, even during -- before the
I nci dent happened in 2018.

Al though | do respect and defer greatly to our
Conm ssi oner Drago who has extensive background in
| aw enforcenent, so I'mjust very torn by this.

COW SSI ONER D AQUI LA: | concur, Vice
Chairman Brown. | think the nature and the
subjectivity are what makes this difficult for this
Conmi ssion to get our hands around, so | concur
wth that statenent.

But | also don't want to | ose sight of the

www. | exi t asl egal . com
(800) 676-2401




Fl ori da Gami ng Control Conmi ssion Meeting
April 10, 2025

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Page 51
damages that occurred, the |ack of any other

violation, it's a very difficult bal ance.

VICE CHAIR BROWN: Certainly. And I think
al so one of the points that Conmm ssioner Drago
brought up is the timng and the -- we may be in a
di fferent posture given the breadth.

Al t hough rehabilitation is a difficult thing
to grasp given the nature of this crine is
subj ective and individual m nd.

That being said, we have to al so consi der
where he's going to be in this if he gets a
|icense. | also want to point out
Comm ssioner Repp's point is that he could still be
a jockey agent w thout having access to the back
si de.

So taking the totality of that, |I'minclined
in looking at the police record with nore detail.
And | appreciate Ms. Alvarado getting that because
that did put sonme context. |'minclined to support
Comm ssi oner Drago, again, wth his background in
eval uating matters of this nature.

Are there any other coments? |If not, we can
take a notion at this tine. If no one else is
willing to nake a notion, I'mgoing to defer to

Conmi ssi oner Drago.
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1 COW SSI ONER DRAGO. | would like to make a
2 notion, | guess a letter to deny.

3 MS. ALVARADO A letter of |icense denial.

4 COMW SSI ONER DRAGO:  |'m sorry?

5 MS. ALVARADO. Issue a letter of license

6 denial.

7 COW SSI ONER DRAGO:  Issue a letter of |icense
8 denial, | nake a notion.

9 VICE CHAIR BROMN:  |s there a second?

10 COW SSI ONER REPP:  1'I1 second.

11 VICE CHAIR BROAN:  |s there discussion?

12 Seei ng none, all those in favor, say aye.

13 (Multiple ayes.)

14 VI CE CHAIR BROAN: Any opposed? It passes
15 unani mously. Thank you, sir, for com ng up here.
16 W're going to nove on to 6. 3.

17 MS. ALVARADO. 6.3 is Trevor Fisher,

18 2025-003354. Here the applicant applied for a
19  pari-nutuel wagering general individual

20 occupational license. Upon review of the

21 application, it was discovered that he had a

22 disqualifying -- he had multiple disqualifying
23 offenses of cocai ne possession.

24 But here he's asking you to waive one from
25 Novenber 8, 2010. For clarification, there was a
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final order issued in 2017 indicating that the

Di vi sion had previously waived the four prior
cocai ne possessions from 2003, 2004, 2005, and
2007.

The applicant was previously denied a |license
in that final order based on that one cocai ne
possessi on from Novenber 8, 2010. He was |icensed
With us from1998 until then. He was failing to
I ndi cate any of these felonies on those
obl i gati ons, we were unaware that he had them at
t hat point.

The applicant did answer yes on this
application and did indicate all the cocaine
possessions in his record. He does have
out standi ng costs of $2,708 fromall five cases.
There are still court costs on all of them

There was a wai ver interview that was
conducted. It was conducted on February 11th, and
It i1s docunented in the neeting materials. Here
the Comm ssion can decide to grant the waiver and
I ssue the license or, if not, we ask that you give
us the authority to issue a letter of |icense
denial in this case.

VI CE CHAIR BROMWN: Thank you, M. Al varado.

And the individual is applying to be a grooner?
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M5. ALVARADO.  Yes.

VI CE CHAIR BROWN: Can you just go over what a

grooner's duties are with regard to --

M5. ALVARADO |I'mgoing to ask Director
Dillnore to do that.

MR DILLMORE: [I'msorry. It's nmuch like it
sounds. It's ny understanding that you literally,

you know, take animal, brush them wash them down,
things of that nature, attend to themin the barn.

VI CE CHAIR BROWN:  Thank you.

Conmi ssi oners, any questions or thoughts on
this? Cbviously extensive simlar charges, but no
ot her rel ated charges or disqualifying offenses.

COW SSI ONER DRAGO: There's a pretty steady
pattern of felony violations up to 2010 anyway and
also still owes -- what was the $2,000 for?

MS. ALVARADO. Those are all the court costs
conbined fromall five cases. He owes fromall of
themdifferent anobunts, but that's just the
conbi ned anount .

VI CE CHAIR BROAN:  Commi ssi oners, any comments
on this iten? If not, we can take a notion on this
Item

COW SSI ONER DRAGO: | nake a notion to issue

a letter of |icense denial.
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VI CE CHAIR BROMWN:  Thank you. |Is there a
second?
COMM SSI ONER D AQUI LA: | second that notion.

VICE CHAIR BROAN: G ven the pattern, | would
support this as well and the nature of the job
bei ng around aninmals as well.

Al'l those in favor, say aye.

(Mul tiple ayes.)

VI CE CHAIR BROMN:  Any opposed? Passes
unani nously. W are noving on to 6.4.

MS. ALVARADO 6.4 is Allison Lonbardi, Case
No. 2025-011289. Here the applicant applied for a
pari-nmutuel wagering general individual
occupational license. Upon review of the
application, it was discovered that she had two
di squal i fying offenses, a felonous assault and a
harassnment by inmate with bodily fluid out of Ohio
from 2013.

She did answer yes on the application and
di scl osed her convictions. She is applying to be a
bartender at Mel bourne G eyhound Park. She has
out standi ng debts of $275. A waiver interview was
conducted on February 25th and is docunented in the
meeting materials.

Here the Conm ssion can decide to grant the

www. | exi t asl egal . com
(800) 676-2401




Fl ori da Gami ng Control Conmi ssion Meeting
April 10, 2025

© 00 N o 0o b~ W N P

N NN N NN R R PR B R PR R R
O A W N B O © 0 N O O M W N B O

_ _ ) _ Page 56
wai ver and issue a license. O, if not, we'd ask

that you give us the authority to issue a letter of
| i cense denial in this case.

VI CE CHAIR BROMWN: Thank you. This is a very
unusual pattern of offense here. | actually don't
have a problemw th the -- | really don't
understand the nature and the fact pattern. Even
with the waiver interview, | still don't really
understand it.

But | am curious about the m sdeneanor theft
that occurred. |Is there any details on that?

M5. ALVARADO From what we know, she was at a
mall with two friends, and soneone stole clothing
and put it in their purse and wal ked out w t hout
paying for it. The offense that's actually
di squalifying cane fromher tinme in jail actually
after that.

VICE CHAIR BROMWN:  Which is the original one
was the assault?

MS. ALVARADO R ght.

VI CE CHAIR BROMWN:  Yes. (Ckay.

Conm ssi oner Drago.

COW SSI ONER DRAGO  And the assault was on a
corrections officer?

M5. ALVARADO Right, when she was -- so the
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petty theft was first. And then she was in jail,

and it was on a corrections officer when she was in
jail.

VI CE CHAIR BROMWN: The assault involved two
of ficers; right?

MS. ALVARADO  Yes.

VICE CHAIR BROMN: I n the shower.

Conmi ssi oner D Aquil a.

COW SSIONER D AQU LA: It seens we have |ike
anger managenent issues here in this matter in
reading the materials that were presented as well.
And the person is applying for, as | understand
correctly, a bartender position in a |license
facility where there is ganbling and bartendi ng
enpl oyi ng al cohol ?

M5. ALVARADO Right.

COW SSI ONER D AQUI LA:  Thank you.

VICE CHAIR BROAN: And | also got a little
confused because in the notes, it says that she was
ordered to attend a drug rehab program but |
didn't see any drug charges. And then there was
al so from 2014, she got negatively term nated from
comunity control. Just a few confusing facts in
this case.

MS. ALVARADO  Right.
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VICE CHAIR BROWN: M. D Aquil a.

COW SSIONER D AQUILA:  I'mjust going to add,
just based on all of this here as nuch as we try,
| "' m questioning whether this is the best career
opportunity for this individual, not that it's for
us to judge that, but just |looking at the pattern
of the facts here and considering the environnent
in which she is applying to work. That's where |I'm
having difficulty with this matter.

VI CE CHAIR BROMN:  Conmmi ssi oners, any ot her
comments? |If not, Conm ssioner D Aquila, we are
ripe for a notion.

COW SSIONER D AQU LA: | nake a notion to
deny respondent's application.

VICE CHAIR BROAN:  Can | pl ease have a second.

COW SSI ONER DRAGO:  Second.

VI CE CHAIR BROWN:  Any di scussion? All those
in favor, say aye.

(Multiple ayes.)

VI CE CHAIR BROMN: Passes unani nmously. W are
nmoving on to 7.1, discussion of |icense denials.

M5. ALVARADO 7.1 is Nicole Carson
2025- 025422. Here the Division received a
conpl eted application, and the applicant is seeking

a sl ot machi ne/ cardroont pari-nutuel conbination
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occupational |icense.

After review of the application, it was
di scovered that she had two felony offenses. One
Is resisting an officer with violence, and the
other is battery on a | aw enforcenent officer out
of Broward County, Florida from 2023.

She did disclose on the original application.
She is seeking to be a cocktail waitress out of
Dani a Entertai nnent G oup. She owes $1,294 in
court costs, but did conplete her probation in
Sept enber of 2024. Here the D vision would ask the
Conmi ssion to authorize the issuance of a letter of
| i cense deni al .

VI CE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you. This is
straightforward. |It's also very, very recent.
Comm ssioners, if there are no questions, can we
pl ease approve the staff recomendati on.

COW SSI ONER REPP:  Mbtion to approve staff
recommendat i on.

VICE CHAIR BROMWN:  |Is there a second?

COMM SSI ONER D AQUI LA:  Second.

VICE CHAIR BROWN:  All those in favor, say
aye.

(Multiple ayes.)

VI CE CHAI R BROWN: Passes unani nously.
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We are noving on to discussion of final orders

pursuant to request fromrespondents 8.1 through
8. 3.

M5. ALVARADO 8.1 is M khael Bail ey,
2024-047393. We'd ask that we can defer this to
anot her neeting, if possible.

VICE CHAIR BROAN:  This is the designated
pl ayer ?

M5. ALVARADO.  Yes.

VI CE CHAIR BROMN: Ckay. Looking forward to
this one. W wll go ahead -- if there are no
obj ections, we're going to go ahead and defer it
until the next neeting.

M5. ALVARADO  Possibly, yes. Hopefully.

VI CE CHAI R BROAN:  Thank you. 8. 2.

M5. ALVARADO 8.2 is Seynour Bennett,
2024-064818. In the case materials, you were
provi ded a one-count conpl aint seeking suspension
of respondent's pari-nutuel wagering professional
i ndi vi dual occupational |icense due to an
out standi ng debt related to horseracing in Florida
pursuant to fact that D 1057 Florida Statutes.

The respondent responded to the conplaint with
an election of rights form marking option three

stating that he did not dispute any of the
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al l egations contained within the adm nistrative

conpl aint waiving his right to any formof a
heari ng and requesting that the Conm ssion enter a
final order inposing a penalty and fine in this
case.

Therefore, the D vision would ask that the
Conmmi ssi on woul d authorize us to enter a final
order suspendi ng his professional individual
occupational license until such tinme that the
Comm ssion receives confirmation that the paynent
has been sati sfi ed.

VI CE CHAIR BROMWN: Thank you. Just to
clarify, we're not inposing a fine. W're just
maki ng sure we're going to suspend his |license
until we get confirmation of the $388.

M5. ALVARADO  Right.

VICE CHAIR BROAWN:. Can we get a notion to
approve the staff recomendati on.

COW SSI ONER DRAGO.  So noved.

VICE CHAIR BROMN: Is there a second?

COW SSI ONER REPP:  Second.

VI CE CHAI R BROAN:  Any di scussi on?

Al'l those in favor, say aye.

(Multiple ayes.)

VICE CHAIR BROMWN: Ckay. W're on to 8. 3.
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1 MS. ALVARADO 8.3 is Danielle Bew ck, Page 02
2 2024-068886. Here there was a two-count
3 administrative conplaint seeking the revocation of
4  respondent's pari-nutuel wagering general
5 i ndi vi dual occupational |icense due to respondent's
6 failure to notify us of a felony conviction wthin
7 48 hours and due to the felony conviction.
8 They were convicted of burglary of an
9 unoccupi ed dwel ling out of Volusia County in
10 Novenber of 2024. Here the respondent responded to
11 the conplaint with an election of rights marking
12 option three.
13 The respondent did not dispute the allegations
14 contained within the adm nistrative conpl ai nt,
15 waived her right to any formof hearing, and
16 requested that the Conm ssion enter a final order
17 in this case. Therefore, the D vision recomends
18 that the Comm ssion enter final order revoking the
19 respondent's pari-nutuel wagering professional
20 i ndi vi dual occupational |icense.
21 VI CE CHAIR BROMWN:  Thank you. Any di scussion
22 on this itemor questions?
23 COW SSI ONER DRAGO.  No.
24 VI CE CHAIR BROMN: Can we please get a notion
25 to approve the staff reconmmendati on.
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COW SSI ONER DRAGO So npved.

VICE CHAIR BROMWN: |Is there a second?

COMWM SSI ONER D AQUI LA:  Second that notion.

VI CE CHAIR BROMWN: Thank you. All those in
favor, say aye.

(Multiple ayes.)

VI CE CHAIR BROMWN:  Thank you. We're noving on
to a discussion of anended application for
pari-nutuel operating license, 9.1 Tanpa Bay Downs.

M5. POUNCEY: Good norning. Jane Pouncey, for
the record. Item9.1 is an application from Tanpa
Bay Downs for their current 2024/ 2025 operating
| i cense. They are requesting to add a single
performance in May, and the recomendation is to
approve it.

VI CE CHAI R BROMWN: Thank you. Anyone have
qguestions of Ms. Pouncey? Seeing none, can we go
ahead and get a notion to approve the staff
recommendat i on.

COW SSIONER D AQU LA: | nake a notion to
approve the staff recomendati on.

VICE CHAIR BROWN: Can | get a second.

COW SSI ONER REPP:  Second.

VICE CHAIR BROAN:  All those in favor, please

say aye.
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(Mul tiple ayes.)

VICE CHAIR BROMN: W are going to be taking
up license applications for Geyhound permts.
It's 10.1 through 10.19. Ms. Pouncey is going to
sunmari ze them and she's going to go through the
nunbers 10.1, rather than readi ng the case nunbers.

|f there is any questions on any of those
itens, please feel free to let us know. But she's
going to do this in a very effective, swft nmanner.
Thank you.

M5. POUNCEY: Item No. 10.1 is TBD
Entertai nnent. They have applied for their
operating |icense and cardroom|icense for 25
t abl es.

Item No. 10.2 is 831 Federal H ghway
Acqui sition Holding, L.L.C. applying for their
operating |license, cardroomlicense for 30 tables.

Item No. 10.3 is Bonita-Fort Myers Corporation
applying for their operating |license and cardroom
| i cense for 37 tables.

|tem No. 10.4, Daytona Beach Kennel C ub, Inc.
applying for their operating |license and cardroom
| i cense for 56 tables.

Item No. 10.5 is 831 Federal H ghway
Acquisition, L.L.C. applying for their operating
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| i cense and cardroom | icense for 30 tables.

Item No. 10.6 is bestbet Jacksonville, Inc.
Applying for their operating |icense and cardroom
| i cense for 92 tables.

Item No. 10.7. is bestbet Orange Park, Inc.
applying for their operating |license, cardroom
| i cense for 37 tables.

Item No. 10.8 is bestbet St. Augustine, Inc.
applying for their operating |icense, cardroom
| i cense for 49 tables.

ltem No. 10.9, Investnment Corporation of Palm
Beach applying for their operating |icense,
cardroom license for 65 tables.

|tem No. 10. 10, Pensacol a G eyhound Raci ng,
L.L.P. applying for their operating |icense,
cardroom | icense of 20 tables.

ltem No. 10.11, St. Petersburg Kennel C ub,
Inc. applying for their operating |license, cardroom
| i cense for 53 tables.

|tem No. 10.12, Sarasota Kennel C ub, Inc.
applying for their operating |icense, cardroom
| i cense for 32 tables.

|tem No. 10. 13, Washington County Kennel C ub,
Inc. applying for their operating |license, cardroom

| i cense for 25 tabl es.
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ltem No. 10.14, Getna Racing, L.L.C applying

for their operating |license, cardroomlicense for 25
t abl es.

| tem No. 10.15, West Vol usia Racing, Inc.
applying for their operating |license, cardroom
i cense for 56 tables.

|tem No. 10.16, Mel bourne G eyhound Park,
L.L.C. applying for their operating |license,
cardroom license for 38 tables.

ltem No. 10.17, Penn Sanford, L.L.C. applying
for their operating |icense.

|tem No. 10.18, License Acquisitions, L.L.C
applying for their operating |icense.

|tem No. 10.19, SCKC, L.L.C. applying for
their operating |icense.

Al'l these permthol ders have submtted the
required information and docunentation, and the
Division is recommendi ng approval .

VI CE CHAIR BROMWN: Thank you, Ms. Pouncey.
Suprenely professional. You did a great job.
Thank you.

Conmi ssi oners, any questions of these itens?
If not, can | please get a notion to approve the
request to receive operating and cardroom|icenses

for fiscal year 2025 through 2026 for |tem Nos.
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10. 1 through 10. 19.

COW SSI ONER DRAGO:  So noved.

VI CE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you. Can | get a
second, please.

COW SSI ONER REPP:  Second.

VICE CHAIR BROWN:  All those in favor, say
aye.

(Mul tiple ayes.)

VICE CHAIR BROWN:  All of them have passed
unani nously. W are noving on to |icense
applications for Jai Alai permtholders 11.1
t hrough 11.10. And the sanme goes. Conmm ssioners,
i f you have questions fromany of the itens, just
| et us know while Ms. Pouncey is going over them

MS. POUNCEY: Item No. 11.1, Casino Mam,
L.L.C. applying for their operating |icense,
cardroom |icense for 20 tables.

ltem No. 11.2, OBS Real Estate Hol di ngs,
L.L.C. applying for their operating |license and one
cardroom t abl e.

Item No. 11.3, Fronton Holdings, L.L.C
applying for their operating |license, cardroom
| i cense for 24 tables.

|tem No. 11.4 Dania Entertai nment Center,
L.L.C (281) applying for their operating |license,
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cardroom | icense for 29 tables.

1
2 Item No. 11.5, Calder Race Course, Inc.

3 applying for their operating |license, cardroom

4 | i cense for eight tables.

5 Item No. 11.6, Dania Entertainment Center,

6 L.L.C (274) applying for their operating |license
7 wth 92 performances, their cardroomlicense for 29
8 tables.

9 ltem No. 11.7 is RB Jai Alai, L.L.C. As note,
10 the nmeno for that one erroneously indicated zero
11 performances. |In fact, they've applied for an

12 operating license with 36 performances. That

13 docunentation is in the packet.

14 Item No. 11.8, West Flagler Associates, Ltd.
15 (280) applying for an operating license with seven
16  performances.

17 Item No. 11.9, West Flagler Associates, Ltd.
18 (283) applying for an operating license with five
19  perfornmances.

20 Item No. 11.10, West Fl agler Associates, Ltd.
21 (286) applying for their operating license with

22  seven perfornmances.

23 VI CE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you, Ms. Pouncey.

24  Are there any questions on any of Item Nos. 11.1

25 through 11.10? Seeing none, can we pl ease get a
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motion to approve the request to receive operating

and cardroom|license for fiscal year 2025 through
2026, noting 11.7's nodification that was provided
in the packet -- on Item Nos. 11.1 through 11.10.

COW SSI ONER D AQUI LA: so noved.

VI CE CHAIR BROMWN: Thank you. Can | please
have a second.

COW SSI ONER REPP:  Second.

VICE CHAIR BROAWN:  All those in favor, say
aye.

(Mul tiple ayes.)

VICE CHAIR BROAN:  All right. Those passed
unani nously. And we are on to the Thoroughbred
perm thol ders 12.1 through 12. 2.

M5. POUNCEY: Item No. 12.1, Tanpa Bay Downs,
Inc. applying for their operating license with 89
performances, cardroomlicense for 25 tables.

ltem No. 12.2, @ulfstream Park Racing
Associ ation, Inc. applying for their operating
| i cense with 159 performances, cardroomlicense for
one tabl e.

Item No. 12.3, @l fstream Park Thoroughbred
After Racing Program Inc. applying for their
| i censes with 40 perfornmances.

VI CE CHAIR BROAWN: Are there any questions on
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these itens? Seeing none, can we please get a

notion to approve the request for operating
cardroom licenses for fiscal year 2025 through 2026
for ItemNos. 12.1 through 12. 3.

COW SSI ONER DRAGO  So noved.

VICE CHAIR BROWN: Can | pl ease have a second.

COMM SSI ONER D AQUI LA:  Second.

VICE CHAIR BROWN:  All those in favor, say
aye.

(Multiple ayes.)

VI CE CHAIR BROMWN: (Ckay. Passes unani nously
those three itens. W're noving on to quarter
horse permtholders 13.1 through 13.6. Again, sane
goes. |f you have any questions, please feel free
to speak up.

M5. POUNCEY: Item No. 13.1, Tanpa Bay Downs,
Inc. applying for their operating |icense.

ltem No. 13.2, Gretna Racing, L.L.C applying
for their operating license, cardroomlicense for
15 tabl es.

VI CE CHAIR BROMWN:  Ms. Pouncey, can | nention.
Somewhere | read in there that -- oh, it was 25
tables. Thank you. | see it.

MS. POUNCEY: Item No. 13.3, South Florida
Raci ng Associ ation applying for their operating
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| i cense and 24 tabl es.

|tem No. 13.4, South Marion Real Estate
Hol dings, L.L.C. applying for their operating
| i cense, cardroomlicense for 35 tables.

|tem No. 13.5, Ham Iton Downs Horsetrack,
L.L.C. applying for their operating |icense,
cardroom license for two tabl es.

ltem No. 13.6, Ccal a Breeders' Sal es Conpany,
Inc. applying for their operating |Iicense, cardroom
| i cense of 33 tables and their Iimted I TWIicense.

VI CE CHAI R BROAN:  Thank you.

Commi ssi oners, can we please get a notion, if
you have no questions on 13.1 through 13.5 to the
ef fect of approving the operating cardroomlicense
for fiscal year 2025 through 2026.

COW SSI ONER REPP:  |'1l nmake that notion.

VICE CHAIR BROMN: |Is there a second?

COW SSIONER D AQU LA: 1'"ll second that
not i on.

VICE CHAIR BROAN:  All those in favor, say

aye.
(Mul tiple ayes.)
VI CE CHAIR BROMN: 13.1 through 13.5 passed.
And then on to 13.6. |I'mjust going to ask for a

notion to approve staff reconmendati on on that
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item It's the sanme, just a little nuance on 13.6
COM SSIONER D AQUI LA:  1'Il make a notion to

approve.

VICE CHAIR BROMWN: Thank you. 1|s there a
second?

COW SSI ONER REPP:  Second.

VICE CHAIR BROWN:  All those in favor, say
aye.

(Multiple ayes.)

VI CE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you. Passes
unani nously. And on to Harness permthol der 14.1.

MS. POUNCEY: ltem No. 14.1, PPI, Inc.
applying for their operating |license, cardroom
| i cense for 62 tables.

VI CE CHAIR BROMN: Thank you. Are there any
guestions on this itenf? If not, can we pl ease get
a notion to approve 14.1 staff recommendati on.

COWM SSI ONER DRAGO:  So noved.

VICE CHAIR BROMWN:  And can | have a second.

COW SSI ONER D AQUI LA:  Second.

VICE CHAIR BROWN: Al l those in favor, say
aye.

(Multiple ayes.)

VI CE CHAIR BROMN: Passes unani nously. And

| astly on these permthol der |icense applications

www. | exi t asl egal . com
(800) 676-2401




Fl ori da Gami ng Control Conmi ssion Meeting
April 10, 2025

© 00 N o 0o b~ W N PP

N NN N NN R P P B R PR R R
O A W N B O © 0 N O 0O M W N B O

Page 73
15. 1.

M5. POUNCEY: 15.1 Florida Standardbred
Breeders' & Omners' Association applying for their
operating |icense with seven perfornmances.

VI CE CHAIR BROWN:  Thank you.

|f there are no questions, can we get a notion

to approve the staff recomendati on.

COW SSI ONER REPP:  |'I1 nmake that notion,

VICE CHAIR BROAN:  And may | have a second.

COW SSIONER D AQU LA: 1"l second that
mot i on.

VICE CHAIR BROAN:  All those in favor, say
aye.

(Mul tiple ayes.)

VICE CHAIR BROMN: It passes unani nously on
15.1. Thank you, Ms. Pouncey for all your work and
to M. Dillnore.

M. Dillnore.

MR. DI LLMORE: Thank you, Vice Chair Brown. |
just want to take the opportunity while M. Pouncey
reads through these very efficiently. W go
through this once a year. It's just a trenendous
lift for not only her and her team and ot her
sections who process the paynents review.

Ms. Swain, Ms. Ricks, and all their staff all
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pitch in during this 90 to 120 days trying to get

all this done just for this nonment. We say, well,
she reads themquick. |It's a lot of work, and |
would i1 ke to extend ny thanks to all of them

VI CE CHAIR BROWN:  Thank you.

Conmi ssi oner D Aquil a.

COW SSIONER D AQUILA: | would Iike to add to
that. For anybody that doubts the thousands of
pages, these applications serve to prove that
point. Job well done, and thank you.

VI CE CHAIR BROMWN: Absolutely. Thank you.

And you nmade it | ook very seam ess, but there's a

| ot of work behind it. | thank you for recognizing
themDirector Dillnore. Thank you. And wth that,
we're going to nove right into our Executive
Director report.

MR. MARSHMAN: Good norning, again. On ny
list, | have an update from DGE from Director
Herold. | have just a short update, since we're
about hal fway through the | egislative session.

| have a short update about cashl ess
rul emaki ng in the upcom ng workshop in My,
enpl oyees of the nonth coul d be recogni zed and t hen
j ust going over sone schedul i ng.

So with that, Madam Vice Chair, | would |ike
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1 to ask Director Herold to provide his update. rage 7
2 VI CE CHAIR BROAN: Absolutely. Wl cone,
3 Director Herold. And thank you for providing the
4 nonthly activity report. It's fantastic. It
5 summarizes so nmuch. W would love for you to go
6 over it in public.
7 MR. HEROLD: Good norning. Thank you, Vice
8 Chair and Conm ssioners. Carl Herold, for the
9 record. Thank you for this opportunity to talk
10 about the fantastic work that our folks in the
11 Gamng Enforcenent Unit do. [I'll just go over sone
12  of these.
13 This past nonth, the folks in our
14 investigative unit touched 89 different
15 I nvestigations. Again, they're doing fantastic
16 work in servicing all these investigations that
17 they have that we continue to get.
18 This past nonth, we were actually able to
19 close six illegal casinos around the state. W
20 sei zed 416 machines. Again, |lots of machines
21 requiring of a |lot of warehouse storage, and I'|
22 speak to that in just one nonent.
23 W were able to arrest nine individuals with a
24 total charges of 12 charges. At this point, many
25 of these cases are awaiting for additional

www. | exi t asl egal . com
(800) 676-2401




Fl ori da Gami ng Control Conmi ssion Meeting
April 10, 2025

© 00 N o 0o b~ W N P

N NN N NN R R PR B R PR R R
O A W N B O © 0 N O O M W N B O

. : : : - Page 76
i nvestigation, and there will be additional

charges. But at this point, that's how nmany
resulted fromthese investigations that we had.

The agency was able to seize $112, 455 and some
cents fromthese investigations. And they're
noving forward for any kind of forfeiture
proceedi ngs that may be warranted in that area.

As | spoke about the 416 machines, right now
we have about 37,308 square feet of storage space,
and we only have about 5,880 feet of storage space
| eft, which is around 16 percent of our storage
capacity.

And wth that, we have 4,554 machi nes stored,
plus additional itens of evidence that I won't go
over here. But | nmean, again the biggest lift for
us i s storage space for us to continue our
I nvestigative operations.

VICE CHAIR BROAN: Director Herold, would you
mnd if | just stop you for a nonent?

MR, HEROLD: No.

VI CE CHAIR BROWN:  Thank you. And go over
t hese cases. (Obviously, they're throughout the
state of Florida, and each of them cover various
charges, sonme unrelated to the charges associ at ed

with us, sone different charges that are felonies,
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1 and they can take up to several years. rage 1
2 Have we been able to -- | know they're very

3 tinely. But I'mjust trying to gauge with the

4 anmount of work and arrests that we're doing and the
5 machi nes that we're seizing, every nonth we're

6 seeing the space shrink even nore because we have

7 to store themduring the prosecution in these

8 matters.

9 Are we seeing any cases being adjudicated in a
10 tinely fashion to free up sone of that space.

11 MR. HEROLD: Thank you for the question. So |
12 believe that -- well, let ne back up for a second.
13 W are | ooking at our space and any opportunities
14 that we may have to get rid of evidence that is no
15 | onger needed constantly.

16 W have our |egal advisor that |ooks at that,
17 and we do have a potential for some nachines here
18 hopefully wthin the next nonth or so that we can
19 destroy, since they have to be destroyed by
20 statutes since they are contraband, that we can
21 destroy and free up additional space.
22 So we're not neglecting that little bit to try
23 and find additional space. It's just that these
24 cases truly do take a long tinme. The conplexity
25 and the nunber of parts that have to be identified.
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1 And parts, | nmean investigative parts, thzige e
2 things that you have to do froman investigative
3 standpoint to justify a sound prosecutable case are
4 very involved.
5 W al so recognize that if we were to just go
6 into one particular |ocation and make a bunch of
7 m sdenmeanor cases and take the machines, it often
8 doesn't have the desired effect that we would |ike
9 in that as they stand right now wth the sl ot
10 machi ne possession, there's sinply m sdeneanors,
11 and there's just not enough deterrent effect.
12 At least in what we've seen, there's very
13 little deterrent effect. So what we do wth our
14 partners is we attenpt to investigate thema little
15 bit further because every one of these |locations is
16 al nost al ways noney | aunderi ng.
17 And so that takes another |evel and a great
18 deal nore investigation to get to that next |evel
19 where we finally do have a felony in this case.
20 There's a lot of work.
21 Once the nmachi nes are taken, these cases do
22 not find their way through the crimnal justice
23 systemand the court systemat nearly the case that
24  we would like.
25 VICE CHAIR BROMN:. No. [|'mso happy that you
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poi nted all of that out and tal ked about worKking

with our partners to really get theminvolved in
getting additional charges that are felonies that
wi |l get the prosecutor to nove forward in the
amount of tine.

And | think the public kind of needs to know
how long it takes. And you're doing trenendous.
Every nmonth we're seeing that the cases just
continue to grow.

MR HEROLD: Yes. | can tell you that -- and
| know Conmi ssioner D Aquila has a question, but
| --

VICE CHAIR BROAN: | know that, too.
MR. HEROLD: He al ways has a questi on.
VICE CHAIR BROMWN: | see him | see him

MR. HEROLD: But, you know, there is a great
deal of work that goes into these investigations,
and the guys are doing great work. And it's just
t hat sone of these just drag on. But, | nean, |
want to talk sonme nore about partnerships a little
bit later on, and I'Il give you a little nore about
t hat .

VI CE CHAI R BROWN: Commi ssioner D Aquil a.

COMM SSI ONER D AQUI LA: My question is do we

know how many cases have actually been resol ved

www. | exi t asl egal . com
(800) 676-2401




Fl ori da Gami ng Control Conmi ssion Meeting

April 10, 2025
1 resulting in either the return of the nachinesp%f %
2 the destruction of the machines that we have taken
3 into our storage warehouse?
4 MR. HEROLD: If you're speaking specifically
5 to the cases that we either partnered wth or have
6 done, we have none yet that have finally resol ved.
7 There is one that | believe is going to be
8 finished.
9 That's the one that we're hoping to be able to
10 get sone nmachi nes destroyed. You have to also
11 recognize that in like the operation that we had
12 recently with Jacksonville SO there were seven or
13 ei ght people that were prosecuted or purged in that
14 case.
15 And the evidence has to stay around till the
16 | ast one of themis resolved because it's evidence
17 for all of those individuals that have been
18 arrested. So seven of the eight mght in any
19 particular case mght plea out or reach sone sort
20 of agreenment and settle the crimnal case.
21 But if there's one still left, the evidence is
22 part of that individual's case as well. And so
23 that could prolong the retention of those types of
24  thing.
25 COW SSI ONER D AQUI LA: I f | understand
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1 correctly, we are on a trajectory of what is ?gﬁ;?’
2 37,308 square feet, one could infer based on the
3 success of your division in this Commi ssion that
4 this nunber could easily double in the next few
) years.
6 When | | ook at the successful MOUs execut ed,
7 the increased awareness, and the recent trimline
8 In just the last 18 nonths and the nunmbers | run,
9 we're | ooking at an incredible anmount of
10 climate-control |l ed space at an expensive inposed
11 upon the Florida taxpayer to deal wth these
12 machi nes.
13 And we have zero cases at this point in the
14 | ast few years that have been resolved for reasons
15 earlier stated. | just want to nake sure |
16 under stand that point.
17 MR. HEROLD: You are not incorrect.
18 COW SSI ONER D AQUI LA:  And | want to know, |
19 guess a question for the Executive Director, we're
20 maki ng our governor's office, our attorney
21 general's office well aware of this information,;
22 correct?
23 MR. MARSHMAN.  Yes, sir, as well as both
24 chanbers and the legislature as well.
25 COW SSI ONER D AQUI LA:  That's ny next
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question. Thank you for confirmng that.

VI CE CHAI R BROAN:  Thank you.

Conmi ssi oner Drago, do you have any questions?

COMM SSI ONER DRAGO:  Yes. |I'mgoing to test
Director Herold's math here for a mnute. Just a
guess, your best guess you can make. W have 5, 800
square feet available. When are we going to fill
t hat up?

How | ong do you think before we fill that up?
Is it six nmonths fromnow? |I|s it a year from now?
Is it tonmorrow? Just to give you an educated
guess, if you would, how long do you think before
we use up all that space?

MR, HEROLD: A nonth.

COW SSI ONER DRAGO: A nonth.  Ww.  Ckay.
Thank you.

MR HEROLD: The fol ks and nuch to what
Comm ssioner D Aquila said, the trajectory of our
I nvestigations is ever increasing. | nean, there
is alot of interest in the work that we do. The
folks out in Florida, the citizenry are reporting
at a faster pace.

You' Il see that this past nonth, we received
256 reports fromcitizens and sone governnent al

agencies. Every tinme we do -- you know, we're
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1 involved in an investigation and that there's Zwe %
2 news article or whatever, there's a clearer tick up
3 in the nunber of reports.

4 And so it's not as though the reports are

5 goi ng down or the potential investigative and

6 enforcenment activities are going down. They're

7 ranpi ng up.

8 VI CE CHAI R BROWN:  Conmmi ssi oner D Aquil a.

9 COMWM SSI ONER D AQUI LA: | have a general

10 guestion, and this mght be for counsel or for the
11 Executive Director. These illegal casinos, for

12 | ack of a better term plot operators are obviously
13 baking the law if they're operating an ill egal

14  machi ne,

15 And whet her or not the landlord or they own

16 the facility or whatever are also in violation of
17 | ocal variance. Has it ever been discussed of

18 | ocki ng those places and using themfor storage

19 while the case is mtigated?
20 I n other words, to be nore specific, if the
21 rai ded | ocation has 400 machi nes, could they be
22 stored there and that placed | ocked until the
23 matter is closed, considering those other facts.
24 |"mjust curious if it's been discussed versus al
25 this new climate-controlled space that's putting a
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financial burden on the Florida taxpayer?

VI CE CHAIR BROWN: M. Mar shman.

MR. MARSHVAN: Thank you. It has been
di scussed. But there is an argunent to be nade
that Florida law, Florida's Constitution, maybe in
the United States Constitution does not contenpl ate
the i mmedi ate seizure and forfeiture of rea
property.

It doesn't contenplate it for contraband
that's a slot machine, and it definitely doesn't do
it for the building or the place itself.

To your point, though, about whether a
| andl ord or the building owner faces crim nal
liability or an illegal slot machi ne business or
casino inside of the property they own or nanage,
the answer is, yes, they do face liability if it's
know ngly rent or knowi ng itself.

So there is a knowl edge el enent there, |
bel i eve. Hopefully, that addresses your question.

VI CE CHAIR BROMWN:  Thank you. | know we cut
you off a little bit.

MR. HEROLD: No.

VICE CHAIR BROMN: | know Director Mustain has
a lot of creative ideas, but there's only so far

that you can go with regard to retaining additional
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space within the budget that we have.

MR HEROLD: Well, you know, it has to be
bal anced with what evidentiary rules are and, you

know, the successful conclusion of any type of

1

2

3

4

5 i nvestigation and prosecution. So I'mnot in a

6 position to offer my thoughts on how to resolve

7 this.

8 | just know that wthin the bounds of what we
9 have right now as far as how we can handle this
10 i nvestigation, recognizing that -- and we are

11  wholly unique as a | aw enforcenment unit.

12 You know, any other |aw enforcenent agency
13  whenever they take evidence, they take three and
14  four pieces of evidence that probably could fit

15 wthin an envel ope or a shoebox. W're taking 300,
16 400 machines that are the size of refrigerators.
17 VI CE CHAIR BROWN: And our partners are

18 grateful for it because otherw se they woul d have
19 no place to store it.

20 MR. HEROLD: The fact of the nmatter is that
21 t heir evidence roons don't have that kind of

22 capacity. And if they had to try and get those
23 machi nes, recognizing that it's a m sdeneanor

24  offense, they mght find a better way to use their

25 r esour ces.
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VI CE CHAIR BROMN: Comm ssi oner Repp has a

questi on.
MR HEROLD: Yes.
COW SSI ONER REPP: Less of a question, nore

of a comment just on what you just said. | think
what we see out there -- and you can agree or
di sagree -- is that |aw enforcenent out there just

does not work these cases because of this problem
right here with storage.

And al l ocating resources is kind of the nice
way of saying we just can't work these cases
because we have nowhere to put the evidence. And
we' ve solved that problemfor a short tine. W're
getting these cases resol ved.

So | do appreciate our staff comng up with
the creative ideas in trying to find a way to nake
t hi s happen because if we don't, the cases just
won't wor K.

VI CE CHAI R BROMWN: Thank you.

Di rector Herold.

MR, HEROLD: As | said earlier, we had 256
total reports of illegal activity this past nonth.
That continues to be for about the last three
nont hs very close to 250 reports.

Every nonth | can tell you that just to help
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1 understand what we do with those, 99 of those

2 didn't necessarily neet our -- or we transferred to

3 | ocal | aw enforcenent.

4 They didn't necessarily neet the requirenents

5 that we have for broader and nore expansive

6 investigations, ones that have a significant inpact

7 on the folks in Florida, the citizenry and our

8 wvisitors.

9 Twenty-six of those that we received this past
10 nonth were actually assigned to our investigators
11 for handing. The big nunber here, at least in
12 significance for nme is that 67 of those cases from
13 those calls that we got were types of cases that
14 justify us taking them
15 They fall within our enforcenent guidelines.
16 However, | don't have the staff to purpose those.
17 So we put 67 in our pending unassigned file so that
18 if at sone point we have the capacity to begin
19 investigating those are sonehow -- there's a nexus
20 Dbetween one of those investigations and sonething
21 el se we can take of.

22 And then we have 49, like | say, that didn't
23 meet our requirements or they were sonething that
24 we could transfer to another agent.

25 VICE CHAIR BROWN:  And | appreciate you
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poi nting out that 26 percent, too. [It's just how

t he needs are being net or lack thereof. Those
MOUs executed for March, those are just grow ng.

MR. HEROLD: | was going to save that to the
end, but I'mgoing to go ahead and tal k about it
now. You're nessing up ny vibe. You're throw ng
of f ny vi be.

VI CE CHAIR BROMN: Al | day.

MR. HEROLD: Yes. You're justifiable in kind
of identifying that, and that's why | wanted to
speak to it this nonth. W've tal ked about that on
ot her occasions, but | don't think I've given you
maybe the full benefit of understandi ng why those
are so inportant.

To the | ayperson, they may say, well, you
know, it's a nmeno of understanding, an MOU, and
what's the significance of it. W were able to
execute eight MOUs with other |aw enforcenent
agenci es this past nonth.

That's a credit to our legal advisor. That's
a credit to our office of general counsel. It's
all credit to the Executive Director for getting
t hose done.

But to hel p you understand the significance of

those activities to us is that, you know, as the
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1 Di vision of Gami ng Enforcenent, we know that \Azage %
2 cannot take on this nonumental task of ganbling

3 enforcenment, illegal ganbling enforcenment in an

4 i solated fashion. W can't do it by ourselves.

5 And so these MOUs allow us to partner with

6 | ocal agencies, whether they be cities, counties,

7 or even federal agencies. And what it does for us
8 as an investigative unit in a statew de

9 i nvestigative unit is it bring in sone regional

10 know edge.

11 You know, these individuals in these cities or
12 in these counties, they know their areas. They

13 understand the connection between the bad actors
14 potentially and those kind of things like that. It
15 brings in additional operational resources.

16 The take down of a typical illegal casino

17 requires an entry teamto ensure that no | aw

18 enforcenent officers are jeopardized. Everybody --
19 you know, they have the resources. You'll see

20 t hem

21 They're suited up. They bring arnored

22 vehicles, all those kind of things like that. and
23 that's protection for |law enforcenent, and it's

24  protection for the individuals inside these

25 | ocati ons.
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1 And we can't do that because we can't rage 90
2 transition -- we being the gam ng enforcenent unit
3 -- for stuff we don't have the resources to do it.
4 But if we did, our guys have got to cone in and

5 then collect evidence and docunent evi dence and

6 interview individuals and those kind of things |ike
7 that.

8 So our partnerships wth these other |aw

9 enforcenent units is absolutely essential because
10 they give us operational resources. They give us
11 jurisdictional authority at times. W're fortunate
12 we have statew de authority.

13 But what happens is that our work with these
14  other |aws enforcenent agencies, we extend

15 jurisdictional authority to themso that if they're
16 going to help us, oftentines these bad actors have
17 got additional |ocations outside of that particular
18 circuit, and we can bring them on board, and they
19 can go outside of the circuit and hel p us.
20 The MOUs al so allow us to kind of communi cat e,
21 coordinate and cooperate with -- for the greater
22 m ssion. Everybody understands where the
23  boundaries are, who's going to do this, who's going
24 to do that, and who do they look at to get this al
25 novi ng forward so that we have a cohesive
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1 I nvestigative activity.
2 It hel ps proactive collaboration in that you
3 can't just wait for these things to happen. You
4 need to really get out there and take enforcenent
5 action. About an MOU specifically, | just want to
6 say that, you know, MOUs have a value in their own
7 self -- in their own right because it's about
8 shared understandi ng of what everybody's
9 responsibilities are, you know, how we work wth
10 other |aw enforcenent.
11 It helps clarify the roles. It helps
12 establish protocols as we reach problens. You
13 know, within the investigation, you know based upon
14 the MOU who has responsibility to solve that and
15 who has responsibility to hand that off to somebody
16 el se.
17 It reduces anbiguity about who's responsible
18 for tho se kind of things. One thing is does for
19 wus is it denonstrates a commtnent that we're going
20 to support our local |aw enforcenent partners. |t
21 shows that we are commtted to hel ping them and
22 seeing this through in our investigation.
23 And it lays the groundwork for sustained
24 col l aboration. |'Il bring up Pal m Beach County.
25 Pal m Beach County was the very first |aw
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1 enforcenent unit that we operated with. And\&?gegz
2 continue to work with them because it laid that
3 groundwork, and we understand the rel ationship and
4  how we work with each other.
5 It's been fundanental, and that's what we hope
6 to do, is to continue to lay that groundwork and
7 continue to build that trust relationship. W're a
8 very small law enforcenent unit. This was a
9 strategic opportunity for us to expand our
10 enforcenent network.
11 It gives us -- there's a phrase about you
12 know, increasing your nmanpower, you know,
13 mul tiplying your manpower. And this gives us an
14  opportunity to do that. And lastly, you know, MU
15 in general speaking, it allows us to act in concert
16 with our |aw enforcenent partners to dismantle
17 these illegal ganbling operations.
18 W know that. And | think it denonstrates
19 what | hope is the best part about the Gam ng
20 Control Comm ssion, and that is our willing to work
21 wth other agencies to get the m ssion done for the
22 citizens.
23 COW SSI ONER DRAGO That's such a great
24  explanation of the MOU, Carl. | really appreciate
25 that. | think too many people just kind of bypass
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1 it as just you signing a little agreenment and F?Psgg
2 not a big deal. | know that the |awers put a | ot
3 of work into it.
4 These are very conprehensive, and it's so
5 inmportant in policing. WMdern day policing, you're
6 crossing over lines all the tine and all the
7 different benefits that you just cited to that nost
8 people don't even think about. So thank you for
9 sharing that with us.
10 It's really inportant for all of us to
11  renenber and understand how i nportant those MOUs
12 are. You dove into those MOUs from day one. You
13 were working on these MOUs with these agenci es.
14  And sonetines the other agencies | know are going
15 to be alittle hesitant to sign anything.
16 And they don't always have the | awers
17 available to be able to assist themwith it, so
18 it's great. |'msure that they can use your MoUs
19 now for go buys for the whole state, just nmake it a
20 | ot easier to get done. | appreciate that
21 expl anati on.
22 VI CE CHAI R BROWN:  Conmi ssi oner D Aquil a.
23 COW SSIONER D AQUILA:  1'Il just add, judging
24 by the nunber of nmachines, the nunber of MOUs, the
25 nunber of cases, |'mnot sure you're a small |aw
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enf orcenent agency.

MR. HEROLD: W are having a big inpact.

COW SSI ONER D AQUI LA:  Thank you very much
for your service.

VI CE CHAI R BROAN:  Conmi ssi oner Repp.

COW SSI ONER REPP:  |'m | ooki ng at the MOUs
and the growi ng nunber of agencies that we're
wor ki ng with,

And | really think it's a testanent to the
work that our agents are doing out there in the
field and the positive reputation of our agents in
the field, and I'd Iike to comend them for that
and say that we are deeply grateful for the work
t hey do and obviously doing a great job because
there's a |l ot of people out there that want to work
W th us.

They're the face of the agency out there with
ot her | aw enforcenment. Thank you for that.

VI CE CHAI R BROMWN: Thank you, Comm ssi oners,
for all of your coments. | would be remss if |
didn't conplinment your attorney as well for getting
ei ght MOUs not only drafted and negoti ated, but
signed this nonth al one.

So it's just trenmendous work, and it's great

t hat you have a dedicated attorney for use, which

www. | exi t asl egal . com
(800) 676-2401




Fl ori da Gami ng Control Conmi ssion Meeting
April 10, 2025

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

) _ Page 95
IS very inportant for our agency.

MR HEROLD: Well, thank you. And | wll say
that | sit here as the face, maybe not the best
face, but the face of, you know, what we're doing.

But |'mnot the person that's doing all the work.

It's the investigators. It's the analysts.
It's our general counsel's office. It's our |egal
advisor. It's our business nmanager. |It's al

t hose other people that are really doing all the
work. And | would be remss if | didn't recognize
t hem

VI CE CHAIR BROMN:  Thank you.

MR HEROLD: | can tal k about some nore stuff,
but that seens |ike a really good place to stop. |
don't know.

VICE CHAIR BROAWN:  And there are other things
nore in depth about analytical activity.

MR. HEROLD: But | want to be respectful of
your tine.

VI CE CHAIR BROWN:  Thank you.

Commi ssioners, would you like to hear a little
bit nore or you have the infornmation?

Thank you, Director Herold.
COW SSI ONER DRAGO  Thank you.
VICE CHAIR BROAN: We're going to turn it back
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to our Executive D rector.

MR MARSHVAN: Florida is about hal fway
through its current |egislative session, so |
wanted just to give a brief over of the bills that
your staff has been spending a lot of tine
anal yzing and working with stakehol ders in both
chanbers of the legislature, but also with external
folks as well, though this bill would inpact -- or
bills, rather.

So the first pair is House Bill 1467 and
Senate Bill 1404. The main crux of both of these
bills is to increase certain penalties associ ated
with crimnal gam ng offenses. So we obviously
have a |l ot of interest in those.

And we've been continuing to work wth the
sponsors and different stakeholders that may be
i npacted by this bill, but both of them have nade
it through at | east one conmttee stop in both
chanbers. And all signs point to them conti nuing,
whi ch is good news | think.

The next pair has to do with decoupling. And
when | say decoupling, | nean allow ng thoroughbred
perm thol ders to cease live racing but continue to
have either the cardroons or their slot facilities

or bot h.
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So that is HB 105 and Senate Bill 408. Again,
both of those bills have made it through at | east
one conmittee stop in both chanbers. The final one
that | was going to nention today has to do wth
Jai Alai permtholders being able to | ease from
ot her classes of permthol ders, not just Jai Alai
perm t hol ders.

That's House Bill 709 and Senate Bill 622.
Agai n, those bills have both nade it through at
| east one commttee stop in either chanber.

COW SSI ONER DRAGO: M. Marshman, can you
gi ve ne those nunbers again?

MR. MARSHVAN:. Sure. For all --

COW SSI ONER DRAGO.  No. Just for the |ast
one, the Jai Alai

MR. MARSHVAN: For Jai Alai leasing, it's HB
709 and Senate Bill 622.

COW SSI ONER DRAGO:  Thank you.

MR. MARSHVAN: Unl ess there's any ot her
guestions, | was just going to nove on to kind of
an update on the cashl ess rul emaki ng.

VI CE CHAIR BROMN:  Conmmi ssi oners, any
questions? Before actually, | do want to say our
| egislative affairs director and you and staff has

been providing so nmuch work during session, a |ot
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of anal ysi s.

You' ve been asked nore than |'ve seen in years
since we've been and inception. Actually, even at
DBPR, there have been a |lot of bills and a | ot of
work. It should not go wthout saying that |'ve
never seen this much activity for our agency.

So | knowit's not just you that's the face in
front of commttees. |It's not just Henry. |It's
all of our staff to doing a great deal of work, in
addition to the daily responsibilities of the job.
So it's just thank you so nmuch. It's a |lot of work
and a lot of activity.

MR. MARSHVAN: Thank you. Yesterday we handed
you all individually copies of the working draft
for the cashless rules. Wen | say cashless, |
mean the cashl ess wagering systemthat could be
enpl oyed by certain slot nmachine gamng facilities
in the state.

| look forward to getting your individual
f eedback between now and the next time we speak.

But for the |larger audience that may be |istening,
we are still panning on having the workshop on My
13th in Fort Lauderdale in the afternoon.

W will be publishing the formal notice as

required in the Florida Adm nistrative Register.
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And after we finish polishing up the | anguage and

getting any feedback fromyou all individually,
then we wi Il make that | anguage avail abl e as soon
as we can so that anyone who wants to provide
comrents or direction or feedback about these
rules, particularly in the industry, they will have
as much tinme as possible to review it before that
meeting on the 13th of My.

VICE CHAIR BROAN: M. Marshman, can you | ust
for the public give the location of where we're
havi ng t he workshop or folks that are tuning in and
the time, | think it's set for a tine certain.

MR. MARSHVAN: It's in the Fort Lauderdale
Marriott Airport or the Fort Lauderdal e Airport
Marriott, whichever way you say that. W net there
| ast year at the sane |ocation.

And | don't know if we have an exact tine yet
publ i shed because | don't think the adm nistrative
noti ce has been published, but it will be after
| unch just to give people a break if they do attend
the meeting in the norning of the Conm ssion and
t hen have the workshop in the afternoon.

Next | did want to recogni ze the enpl oyees of
the month. And just as a rem nder, these have been

nom nated by other people in the Conm ssion,

www. | exi t asl egal . com
(800) 676-2401




Fl ori da Gami ng Control Conmi ssion Meeting

April 10, 2025

1 particularly their supervisors and co-morkers?amuégﬁ
2 these are the ones that have been for this nonth.

3 So the first one is fromthe Division of

4 Admnistration. It's Rena Glliam the Chief of

5 Human Resources. She is the Human Resources Bureau
6 Chief and is the Admnistration's enpl oyee of the

7 month for April.

8 As the manager of the FGCC human resources

9 managenent section, Rena exenplifies outstanding

10 | eader shi p and dedication while fostering a

11 positive and productive workplace environnment. She
12 has successfully led key HR initiatives, including
13 representing FGCC in job fairs, creating and

14  providing enpl oyee training prograns, and creating
15 and col |l aborating on HR policies.

16 Rena is conpetent and hard working, always

17 going above and beyond to support enployees, and we
18 extend our heartfelt congratul ations and gratitude
19 to Rena for her hard work and dedi cati on.
20 | should have said this in the begi nning.
21 believe all the enployees in Tallahassee are here
22 today just to be recognized.
23 The next one should be no stranger to any of
24 you is Ms. Emly Alvarado fromthe Executive
25 Director and General Counsel's Ofice. You may
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1 have heard of her. rage 101
2 Ms. Alvarado is the chief attorney in the
3 litigation practice of the Ofice of General
4  Counsel. And she's the Ofice of General Counsel's
5 enpl oyee of the nonth.
6 Em |y has served as |egal counsel for the
7 Comm ssion and for its predecessor, the D vision of
8 Pari - Mut uel Wagering, Departnent of Business and
9 Prof essi onal Regul ation for al nost five years.
10 During this tinme, Emly has represented the
11 Commission in a significant nunber of
12 adm ni strative actions always in a professional and
13 hi ghly capable manner. Emly's strong work ethic,
14  foundational know edge, legal skills, and can-do
15 attitude are an asset to the Conm ssion.
16 Next is fromthe Division of Gam ng
17 Enforcenent, Ms. Robin Ruby Edwards. Robin Ruby
18 Edwards is the Governnent Operations Consultant to
19 the Division of Gam ng Enforcenment's enpl oyee of
20 the nmonth for April.
21 Robi n serves as the evidence and property
22 manager for DGE. She works diligently to ensure
23 that all evidence procedures are adhered to so that
24 the integrity of our |aw enforcenent investigations
25 remains intact.
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1 This often nmeans traveling throughout ourag(3102
2 state to assist our special agents in operations in
3 the raids of the |egal casinos, usually working
4 long days or even into the early hours of the
5 nmorning until all evidentiary itens are properly
6 docunent and safely secured in storage.
7 She continuously audits evidence entries to
8 make certain itens are being entered correctly and
9 consistently by other DGE nenbers in the field and
10 is also |looking for ways to inprove upon our
11 current processes.
12 Robin truly is one of the unsung heroes of DGE
13 and is deserving of recognition for the hard work
14  she exhibits on a daily basis.
15 COMM SSI ONER DRAGO: From a fornmer police
16 chief, let me just tell you how i nportant evidence
17 staff are to your organization and just definitely
18 unsung heros. Let it get nessed up and wong and
19 see what happens. Thank you.
20 MR. MARSHVAN: Next is fromthe Ofice of
21 | nformati on Technology. It's M. Justin Garcia
22 Vargas. Justin Garcia Vargas, Systens Project
23 Analyst, is the Ofice of Information Technol ogy's
24  enpl oyee of the nonth for April.
25 Justin joined our IT teamnearly a year ago
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followi ng the conpletion of his bachelor's degree

in information technology at FSU.  From day one,
Justin's zeal for know edge and professional growth
has been evi dent.

He enbraces every opportunity to enhance his
skills and has shown an exceptional ability to
adapt and excel in diverse tasks. Over the past
few nonths while acting as Tal |l ahassee's sole help
desk technician, Justin has displayed remarkabl e
conposure and resilience under pressure.

And as you all are probably aware, he plays a
role in the Conm ssion neetings that we have every
nmonth. He's here before | am nmaking sure that al
the technology is working for staff and for you al
as wel .

Justin's ability to manage nultiple
priorities, deliver efficient service and operate
wi th significant autononmy nmakes himan inval uable
asset to the FGCC team Hi s professional deneanor
and relentless pursuit of excellence is truly
comendabl e.

COW SSI ONER DRAGO:  Thank you so nuch,
Justin.

MR. MARSHVAN: Next is fromthe Division of

Pari-Miutuel Wagering in the northern region. It's
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1 M. Jeff Lashley. Jeff Lashley, the Financialpag(3104
2 Exam ner Analyst Il is the Division of Pari-Mituel
3 Wagering's enployee of the nonth for April.
4 Jeff is a Financial Exami ner Analyst Il in the
5 O fices of Revenue and Auditing. He conducts
6 financial reconciliations of nonthly reports to
7 ensure the accuracy of taxes and fees paid to the
8 state conpl et eness.
9 Appliance reviews of permtholder uniform
10 annual reports, conpiles nonthly statistical data,
11 and conducts quality reviews of on-base docunents.
12 Jeff arrives early and is ready to work with a
13 positive attitude every day.
14 He takes pride and accountability for his work
15 product, and he conpletes his assigned tasks well
16 i n advance of any deadlines, is eager to take on
17 extra duties when his unit is short staffed, and is
18 the first to volunteer if there is need within our
19 unit or the Division as a whole.
20 The last highlight is actually a pair of
21 enpl oyees, both fromthe Division of Pari-Mituel
22 \gering again, but in the southern region. These
23 are in the Slots and Pari-Mtuel Operations
24  Specialist units.
25 The first one is Kereene Lewis, Slots
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1 Qperations Speci alists Supervisor, and Jacquer?%zlos
2 Rodri guez Pari-Mitual Operations Specialist for the
3 Di vi sion of Pari-Mtuel Wagering's southern office
4  enployees of the nonth for April.
5 During an extended vacancy at the Casino M am
6 facility, supervisor Kereene Lew s and sl ot
7 specialist Jacqueline Rodriguez absorbed extra
8 workload during a maj or renovation the casino had
9 pl anned.
10 The facility created a new high limt area and
11 installed 300 new ganes as part of a whole floor
12 renodel requiring Kereene and Jacqueline to
13 coordi nate delivery, inspections, and software
14  verifications.
15 Her flexibility and cooperation ensured the
16 facility was able to tinely conplete its renovation
17 plans. Kereene and Jacqueline have an exenplary in
18 mai ntai ning Division regul atory standards while
19 working shorthanded to conplete these projects
20 along with their daily tasks.
21 COW SSI ONER DRAGO:  Fantasti c.
22 MR. MARSHVAN. The last item!| had is
23 scheduling. Just as a rem nder, we already know
24  that the next neeting of the Comm ssion will be in
25 Fort Lauderdale on May 13th, followed by the
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wor kshop in the afternoon.

We have several other dates that M. Parker
provided ne this norning. June 12th was the date
we previously agreed upon. Following that, July
8th. And then | also have an August 6th date. |
don't knowif it's too soon to | ook at Septenber.
But since we're all here, | wanted to ask.

VI CE CHAIR BROMWN: Septenber, is there a
possibility that we could | ook at the week of
Septenber 8th? Any particular day, the 11th?

COW SSI ONER DRAGO: The 11th is fine.

VICE CHAIR BROMWN: M. Marshman, how about
Sept enber 11t h?

MR. MARSHVAN: That works for us.

VI CE CHAI R BROMN: Can we pause there until
our next neeting?

MR. MARSHVAN: Works for us.

M. Dllnore, is there any issue on a sl ot
machi ne gam ng |icense renewal on that Septenber
dat e?

MR. DI LLMORE: Not in Septenber.

MR. MARSHVAN: Not in Septenber. That's
om nous.

VICE CHAIR BROMN:. G eat. Thank you. Are

there any other matters in the Executive Director
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report?
MR MARSHVMAN: No, ma'am Thank you.
VI CE CHAIR BROWN: Wonderful. |s there

anybody fromthe public that would |ike to address
us at this time? Anybody on the |ine that would

| i ke to address us at this tinme? Seeing none,
goi ng once, tw ce.

Thank you, Conm ssioners. Are there any other
matters that need to be discussed here today? Al
right. W stand adjourned. Thank you. Safe
travel s, everyone.

(Proceedi ngs concluded at 11:22 a.m)

www. | exi t asl egal . com
(800) 676-2401




Fl ori da Gami ng Control Conmi ssion Meeting

April 10, 2025
1 CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER Page 108
2
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	Page 30 state of Florida. Respondent was served with an administrative complaint, requested an informal hearing which was held on March 18, 2025. On the 28th, the hearing officer recommended permanent exclusion. The Division recommends the Commission adopt hearing officer's recommended order and permanently exclude respondent from all pari-mutuel and slot machine facilities in the state of Florida. VICE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you, Mr. Hundersmarck. If there are no questions, can we get a motion to approve the s
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	Page 31 state of Florida. Respondent was served with an administrative complaint requesting an informal hearing, which was held on February 26, 2025. On March 28, 2025, the hearing officer recommended permanent exclusion. The Division recommends the Commission adopt the hearing officer's recommended order and permanently exclude respondent from all pari-mutuel and slot machine facilities in the state of Florida. VICE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you. Again, if there are no questions, can we please get a motion to app
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	Page 32 On review of the application submitted by petitioner, the commission issued a letter of license denial notifying petitioner of its intent to deny the application based on petitioner's felony conviction. Petitioner requested an informal hearing, which was held on February 26, 2025. At the hearing, the Division recommended denial of petitioner's application. On April 1, 2025, the hearing officer recommended that the Commission grant petitioner's application. VICE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you. Commissioners,
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	Page 33 director? MR. HUNDERSMARCK: That was the original position with the application. COMMISSIONER D'AQUILA: And there have been no subsequent violations since the original instance, felony since 2005? MR. HUNDERSMARCK: No felonies. There was a 2006 reckless driving charge misdemeanor. COMMISSIONER D'AQUILA: Is that reckless driving? MR. HUNDERSMARCK: Yes. VICE CHAIR BROWN: All right. Commissioners, any other questions? COMMISSIONER DRAGO: No questions. VICE CHAIR BROWN: If not, Commissioner D'Aquila, ar
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	Page 34 this individual an occupational license. So with that, all those in favor, say aye. (Multiple ayes.) VICE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you. Passes unanimously. On to 5.6. MR. HUNDERSMARCK: Item No. 5.6 is Kenol Mercius, Case No. 2024-052492. The Division seeks the permanent exclusion of respondent from all pari-mutuel and slot machine facilities in the state of Florida. The respondent was served with an administrative complaint, requested an informal hearing, which was held on February 26, 2025. On March 28, 
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	Page 35 VICE CHAIR BROWN: All those in favor, say aye. (Multiple ayes.) VICE CHAIR BROWN: All right. We're moving on to a discussion of request for waivers, 6.1 through 6.4. MS. ALVARADO: 6.1 is Joseph Zerilli, 2025-002407. Here the applicant applied for a pari-mutuel wagering general individual occupational license. Upon review of the application, it was discovered that he had two disqualifying offenses of burglary of occupied structure and grand theft in the third degree from 2004. The applicant answered 
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	Page 36 license denial in this case. VICE CHAIR BROWN: Commissioners, are there questions on 6.1? COMMISSIONER DRAGO: Just a couple questions, I guess. He still owes fines; right? MS. ALVARADO: $805. COMMISSIONER DRAGO: $805, is that from his probation, from his criminal charge probation, or is that from something else? MS. ALVARADO: It 's for the court costs and the fines for that --COMMISSIONER DRAGO: For that criminal charge. MS. ALVARADO: Yes. COMMISSIONER DRAGO: Back in what year was that? MS. ALVARADO
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	Page 37 2004 or 2005 for resisting an officer without violence. That was the violation of probation back then. But that's the only thing from 2005. COMMISSIONER DRAGO: I'm sorry. VICE CHAIR BROWN: That's all. Thank you. COMMISSIONER DRAGO: Also I note here that he owes $5,000 from a liability due to an accident or something? MS. ALVARADO: I believe so, yes. COMMISSIONER DRAGO: So he's got that outstanding debt, and he's got the outstanding debt from his probation? MS. ALVARADO: Right. He did mention that in
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	Page 38 they're disputing any material facts here such as they didn't commit this crime, they can request a formal hearing as well. VICE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you, Ms. Alvarado. COMMISSIONER DRAGO: So that would give him the opportunity to go pay off that probation fine from 2004 for $800-something. MS. ALVARADO: Yes. Have a hearing with us. He also could reapply, of course. VICE CHAIR BROWN: Commissioner Repp. COMMISSIONER REPP: Do we know if these are under any payment plan? MS. ALVARADO: I don't have any in
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	Page 39 him a chance to understand he needs to pay off his debt in terms of his probationary obligation, and then we can reconsider it after he's made himself whole. VICE CHAIR BROWN: I would support that idea as well, especially since looking at history and totality of the individual. But having those outstanding court costs give me such pause. Is there a second? COMMISSIONER REPP: Second. VICE CHAIR BROWN: Any discussion? All those in favor, say aye. (Multiple ayes.) VICE CHAIR BROWN: All right. We are mo
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	Page 40 Tampa Bay Downs. He has paid all his court fines and completed probation. A waiver interview was conducted on January 13th and is documented in the meeting materials. This was presented at the last meeting where the applicant was present and testified. You had asked that I get a little bit more information on the arrest report, which is included in the meeting materials and also to speak with the investigator who gave a little bit of a just little back story, and it's also included in there, in the 
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	Page 41 Commissioner Repp, good morning. I appreciate the opportunity to address the Florida Gaming Control Commission today in humbly asking for your consideration for its granting my waiver request. I am working to achieve my career goal of becoming a jockey agent in the state of Florida. If successful, I commit to respecting the privilege of having a gaming license and always conducting myself in the utmost professional manner. I believe I represent a citizen of good moral character who has worked daily 
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	Page 42 racetrack. I have learned from my mistakes, grown closer to my faith, and take on life's challenges one day at a time. I understand it isn't necessarily easy to grant an application -- an applicant a second chance while also wanting to protect the people of Florida. Without going in depth, I think it is important to state publicly that I have never harmed any individual, let alone a minor, despite the categorization of my offense. I allowed myself to be entangled in an undercover bait and switch sce
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	Page 43 the PGA tour providing several letters of recommendation by respected men and women in the golf and horseracing industries providing details within my arrest report that add context to my underlying offense, highlighting the successful completion of my court-ordered 24-month probation ten months early, outlining my current working background as a caddy where I have a perfect track record of conduct both on and off the golf course stating remorse for my shameful moral behavior related to my offense w
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	Page 44 too. And you do have a lot of letters of support from notable professionals and notable clubs as well. I just wanted to point that out. Commissioners, are there questions of the applicant? COMMISSIONER DRAGO: I don't have any, no. VICE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you for your testimony. We're going to take discussion up here now. Commissioners, now is the time to ask staff if you have any questions or if there's discussion among the group. I do have one for our staff regarding this. As a jockey agent, this m
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	Page 45 COMMISSIONER DRAGO: I guess my comment is I appreciate very much, sir, coming up here and talking and fighting for yourself. I appreciate that. I understand it. I understand your disappointment if you weren't able to get licensed. And I'm very happy that you're finding your way. You found your faith, and you're improving yourself. I think that great. I appreciate that, and I commend you for that. My concern is I'm not sure that with your record that it would be suitable for a position licensed by th
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	Page 46 feel that they have found their way in other ways. And we certainly have considered people who after committing certain crimes have been what we might consider rehabilitated. But this is the type of crime that's difficult to be able to confirm whether somebody is being rehabilitated or not. Certainly having personal or professional history dealing with this, it's very difficult for anybody to be able to say that someone's rehabilitated from such a crime. So I think what I'm trying to say in a nutshe
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	Page 47 Madam Vice Chair. VICE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you, Commissioner Drago, and explaining your rationale, especially as a former chief of police and prospective law enforcement professional. Commissioner Repp. COMMISSIONER REPP: I have a question I think for Mr. Dillmore, Director Dillmore. With the position of jockey agent, and I know we discussed this, but if you could maybe clarify. Is that necessarily a licensed position that you need to be licensed to be a jockey agent? MR. DILLMORE: Thank you Commissi
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	Page 48 not necessary for them to be licensed? MR. DILLMORE: That's my understanding. So like in other professions, you might be familiar with like CPAs. They have to actually pass an exam and get a license to actually conduct that job. That's not the license that we give. It's just access to restricted areas. COMMISSIONER REPP: Thank you. COMMISSIONER D'AQUILA: I would surmise, though, that it would be helpful to say one is licensed in the pursuit of that profession. And while it's not necessary to have on
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	Page 49 capacity? MR. DILLMORE: Probably any capacity associated with pari-mutuel operations because it's a pari-mutuel license. A cardroom license would require its own. And likewise a slot occupational license would require a separate license or approval or a combination thereof. But this one would be just related to pari-mutuel activities. COMMISSIONER D'AQUILA: Pari-mutuel only specifically? MR. DILLMORE: Yes. COMMISSIONER D'AQUILA: Thank you. VICE CHAIR BROWN: Commissioner Drago. COMMISSIONER DRAGO: If
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	Page 50 MS. ALVARADO: No. COMMISSIONER D'AQUILA: And I want to clarify on the information provided, the PGA has reinstated the individual? MS. ALVARADO: Right. COMMISSIONER D'AQUILA: The Professional Golfers Association to be on the grounds at tournaments and so forth? MR. ALVARADO: Yes. COMMISSIONER D'AQUILA: Thank you. VICE CHAIR BROWN: I'm very torn, Commissioners, by this. I spent a lot of time thinking about it. I've looked through the letters of reference. There are a lot attesting to his character, i
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	Page 51 damages that occurred, the lack of any other violation, it's a very difficult balance. VICE CHAIR BROWN: Certainly. And I think also one of the points that Commissioner Drago brought up is the timing and the -- we may be in a different posture given the breadth. Although rehabilitation is a difficult thing to grasp given the nature of this crime is subjective and individual mind. That being said, we have to also consider where he's going to be in this if he gets a license. I also want to point out C
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	Page 52 COMMISSIONER DRAGO: I would like to make a motion, I guess a letter to deny. MS. ALVARADO: A letter of license denial. COMMISSIONER DRAGO: I'm sorry? MS. ALVARADO: Issue a letter of license denial. COMMISSIONER DRAGO: Issue a letter of license denial, I make a motion. VICE CHAIR BROWN: Is there a second? COMMISSIONER REPP: I'll second. VICE CHAIR BROWN: Is there discussion? Seeing none, all those in favor, say aye. (Multiple ayes.) VICE CHAIR BROWN: Any opposed? It passes unanimously. Thank you, sir
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	Page 53 final order issued in 2017 indicating that the Division had previously waived the four prior cocaine possessions from 2003, 2004, 2005, and 2007. The applicant was previously denied a license in that final order based on that one cocaine possession from November 8, 2010. He was licensed with us from 1998 until then. He was failing to indicate any of these felonies on those obligations, we were unaware that he had them at that point. The applicant did answer yes on this application and did indicate a
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	Page 54 MS. ALVARADO: Yes. VICE CHAIR BROWN: Can you just go over what a groomer's duties are with regard to --MS. ALVARADO: I'm going to ask Director Dillmore to do that. MR. DILLMORE: I'm sorry. It's much like it sounds. It's my understanding that you literally, you know, take animal, brush them, wash them down, things of that nature, attend to them in the barn. VICE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you. Commissioners, any questions or thoughts on this? Obviously extensive similar charges, but no other related charges 
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	Page 55 VICE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you. Is there a second? COMMISSIONER D'AQUILA: I second that motion. VICE CHAIR BROWN: Given the pattern, I would support this as well and the nature of the job being around animals as well. All those in favor, say aye. (Multiple ayes.) VICE CHAIR BROWN: Any opposed? Passes unanimously. We are moving on to 6.4. MS. ALVARADO: 6.4 is Allison Lombardi, Case No. 2025-011289. Here the applicant applied for a pari-mutuel wagering general individual occupational license. Upon review
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	Page 56 waiver and issue a license. Or, if not, we'd ask that you give us the authority to issue a letter of license denial in this case. VICE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you. This is a very unusual pattern of offense here. I actually don't have a problem with the -- I really don't understand the nature and the fact pattern. Even with the waiver interview, I still don't really understand it. But I am curious about the misdemeanor theft that occurred. Is there any details on that? MS. ALVARADO: From what we know, she
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	Page 57 petty theft was first. And then she was in jail, and it was on a corrections officer when she was in jail. VICE CHAIR BROWN: The assault involved two officers; right? MS. ALVARADO: Yes. VICE CHAIR BROWN: In the shower. Commissioner D'Aquila. COMMISSIONER D'AQUILA: It seems we have like anger management issues here in this matter in reading the materials that were presented as well. And the person is applying for, as I understand correctly, a bartender position in a license facility where there is ga
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	Page 58 VICE CHAIR BROWN: Mr. D'Aquila. COMMISSIONER D'AQUILA: I'm just going to add, just based on all of this here as much as we try, I'm questioning whether this is the best career opportunity for this individual, not that it's for us to judge that, but just looking at the pattern of the facts here and considering the environment in which she is applying to work. That's where I'm having difficulty with this matter. VICE CHAIR BROWN: Commissioners, any other comments? If not, Commissioner D'Aquila, we are
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	Page 59 occupational license. After review of the application, it was discovered that she had two felony offenses. One is resisting an officer with violence, and the other is battery on a law enforcement officer out of Broward County, Florida from 2023. She did disclose on the original application. She is seeking to be a cocktail waitress out of Dania Entertainment Group. She owes $1,294 in court costs, but did complete her probation in September of 2024. Here the Division would ask the Commission to author
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	Page 60 We are moving on to discussion of final orders pursuant to request from respondents 8.1 through 8.3. MS. ALVARADO: 8.1 is Mikhael Bailey, 2024-047393. We'd ask that we can defer this to another meeting, if possible. VICE CHAIR BROWN: This is the designated player? MS. ALVARADO: Yes. VICE CHAIR BROWN: Okay. Looking forward to this one. We will go ahead -- if there are no objections, we're going to go ahead and defer it until the next meeting. MS. ALVARADO: Possibly, yes. Hopefully. VICE CHAIR BROWN: 
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	Page 61 allegations contained within the administrative complaint waiving his right to any form of a hearing and requesting that the Commission enter a final order imposing a penalty and fine in this case. Therefore, the Division would ask that the Commission would authorize us to enter a final order suspending his professional individual occupational license until such time that the Commission receives confirmation that the payment has been satisfied. VICE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you. Just to clarify, we're not
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	Page 62 MS. ALVARADO: 8.3 is Danielle Bewick, 2024-068886. Here there was a two-count administrative complaint seeking the revocation of respondent's pari-mutuel wagering general individual occupational license due to respondent's failure to notify us of a felony conviction within 48 hours and due to the felony conviction. They were convicted of burglary of an unoccupied dwelling out of Volusia County in November of 2024. Here the respondent responded to the complaint with an election of rights marking opti
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	Page 63 COMMISSIONER DRAGO: So moved. VICE CHAIR BROWN: Is there a second? COMMISSIONER D'AQUILA: Second that motion. VICE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you. All those in favor, say aye. (Multiple ayes.) VICE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you. We're moving on to a discussion of amended application for pari-mutuel operating license, 9.1 Tampa Bay Downs. MS. POUNCEY: Good morning. Jane Pouncey, for the record. Item 9.1 is an application from Tampa Bay Downs for their current 2024/2025 operating license. They are requesting to add 
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	Page 64 (Multiple ayes.) VICE CHAIR BROWN: We are going to be taking up license applications for Greyhound permits. It's 10.1 through 10.19. Ms. Pouncey is going to summarize them, and she's going to go through the numbers 10.1, rather than reading the case numbers. If there is any questions on any of those items, please feel free to let us know. But she's going to do this in a very effective, swift manner. Thank you. MS. POUNCEY: Item No. 10.1 is TBD Entertainment. They have applied for their operating lic
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	Page 65 license and cardroom license for 30 tables. Item No. 10.6 is bestbet Jacksonville, Inc. Applying for their operating license and cardroom license for 92 tables. Item No. 10.7. is bestbet Orange Park, Inc. applying for their operating license, cardroom license for 37 tables. Item No. 10.8 is bestbet St. Augustine, Inc. applying for their operating license, cardroom license for 49 tables. Item No. 10.9, Investment Corporation of Palm Beach applying for their operating license, cardroom license for 65 
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	Page 66 Item No. 10.14, Gretna Racing, L.L.C. applying for their operating license, cardroom license for 25 tables. Item No. 10.15, West Volusia Racing, Inc. applying for their operating license, cardroom license for 56 tables. Item No. 10.16, Melbourne Greyhound Park, L.L.C. applying for their operating license, cardroom license for 38 tables. Item No. 10.17, Penn Sanford, L.L.C. applying for their operating license. Item No. 10.18, License Acquisitions, L.L.C. applying for their operating license. Item No
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	Page 67 10.1 through 10.19. COMMISSIONER DRAGO: So moved. VICE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you. Can I get a second, please. COMMISSIONER REPP: Second. VICE CHAIR BROWN: All those in favor, say aye. (Multiple ayes.) VICE CHAIR BROWN: All of them have passed unanimously. We are moving on to license applications for Jai Alai permitholders 11.1 through 11.10. And the same goes. Commissioners, if you have questions from any of the items, just let us know while Ms. Pouncey is going over them. MS. POUNCEY: Item No. 11.1, C
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	Page 68 cardroom license for 29 tables. Item No. 11.5, Calder Race Course, Inc. applying for their operating license, cardroom license for eight tables. Item No. 11.6, Dania Entertainment Center, L.L.C. (274) applying for their operating license with 92 performances, their cardroom license for 29 tables. Item No. 11.7 is RB Jai Alai, L.L.C. As note, the memo for that one erroneously indicated zero performances. In fact, they've applied for an operating license with 36 performances. That documentation is in 
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	Page 69 motion to approve the request to receive operating and cardroom license for fiscal year 2025 through 2026, noting 11.7's modification that was provided in the packet -- on Item Nos. 11.1 through 11.10. COMMISSIONER D'AQUILA: So moved. VICE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you. Can I please have a second. COMMISSIONER REPP: Second. VICE CHAIR BROWN: All those in favor, say aye. (Multiple ayes.) VICE CHAIR BROWN: All right. Those passed unanimously. And we are on to the Thoroughbred permitholders 12.1 through 12.2.
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	Page 70 these items? Seeing none, can we please get a motion to approve the request for operating cardroom licenses for fiscal year 2025 through 2026 for Item Nos. 12.1 through 12.3. COMMISSIONER DRAGO: So moved. VICE CHAIR BROWN: Can I please have a second. COMMISSIONER D'AQUILA: Second. VICE CHAIR BROWN: All those in favor, say aye. (Multiple ayes.) VICE CHAIR BROWN: Okay. Passes unanimously those three items. We're moving on to quarter horse permitholders 13.1 through 13.6. Again, same goes. If you have 
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	Page 71 license and 24 tables. Item No. 13.4, South Marion Real Estate Holdings, L.L.C. applying for their operating license, cardroom license for 35 tables. Item No. 13.5, Hamilton Downs Horsetrack, L.L.C. applying for their operating license, cardroom license for two tables. Item No. 13.6, Ocala Breeders' Sales Company, Inc. applying for their operating license, cardroom license of 33 tables and their limited ITW license. VICE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you. Commissioners, can we please get a motion, if you have 
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	Page 72 item. It's the same, just a little nuance on 13.6 COMMISSIONER D'AQUILA: I'll make a motion to approve. VICE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you. Is there a second? COMMISSIONER REPP: Second. VICE CHAIR BROWN: All those in favor, say aye. (Multiple ayes.) VICE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you. Passes unanimously. And on to Harness permitholder 14.1. MS. POUNCEY: Item No. 14.1, PPI, Inc. applying for their operating license, cardroom license for 62 tables. VICE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you. Are there any questions on this item? 
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	Page 73 15.1. MS. POUNCEY: 15.1 Florida Standardbred Breeders' & Owners' Association applying for their operating license with seven performances. VICE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you. If there are no questions, can we get a motion to approve the staff recommendation. COMMISSIONER REPP: I'll make that motion. VICE CHAIR BROWN: And may I have a second. COMMISSIONER D'AQUILA: I'll second that motion. VICE CHAIR BROWN: All those in favor, say aye. (Multiple ayes.) VICE CHAIR BROWN: It passes unanimously on 15.1. Thank 
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	Page 74 pitch in during this 90 to 120 days trying to get all this done just for this moment. We say, well, she reads them quick. It's a lot of work, and I would like to extend my thanks to all of them. VICE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you. Commissioner D'Aquila. COMMISSIONER D'AQUILA: I would like to add to that. For anybody that doubts the thousands of pages, these applications serve to prove that point. Job well done, and thank you. VICE CHAIR BROWN: Absolutely. Thank you. And you made it look very seamless, but 
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	Page 75 to ask Director Herold to provide his update. VICE CHAIR BROWN: Absolutely. Welcome, Director Herold. And thank you for providing the monthly activity report. It's fantastic. It summarizes so much. We would love for you to go over it in public. MR. HEROLD: Good morning. Thank you, Vice Chair and Commissioners. Carl Herold, for the record. Thank you for this opportunity to talk about the fantastic work that our folks in the Gaming Enforcement Unit do. I'll just go over some of these. This past month,
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	Page 76 investigation, and there will be additional charges. But at this point, that's how many resulted from these investigations that we had. The agency was able to seize $112,455 and some cents from these investigations. And they're moving forward for any kind of forfeiture proceedings that may be warranted in that area. As I spoke about the 416 machines, right now we have about 37,308 square feet of storage space, and we only have about 5,880 feet of storage space left, which is around 16 percent of our
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	Page 77 and they can take up to several years. Have we been able to -- I know they're very timely. But I'm just trying to gauge with the amount of work and arrests that we're doing and the machines that we're seizing, every month we're seeing the space shrink even more because we have to store them during the prosecution in these matters. Are we seeing any cases being adjudicated in a timely fashion to free up some of that space. MR. HEROLD: Thank you for the question. So I believe that -- well, let me back
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	Page 78 And parts, I mean investigative parts, the things that you have to do from an investigative standpoint to justify a sound prosecutable case are very involved. We also recognize that if we were to just go into one particular location and make a bunch of misdemeanor cases and take the machines, it often doesn't have the desired effect that we would like in that as they stand right now with the slot machine possession, there's simply misdemeanors, and there's just not enough deterrent effect. At least 
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	Page 79 pointed all of that out and talked about working with our partners to really get them involved in getting additional charges that are felonies that will get the prosecutor to move forward in the amount of time. And I think the public kind of needs to know how long it takes. And you're doing tremendous. Every month we're seeing that the cases just continue to grow. MR. HEROLD: Yes. I can tell you that -- and I know Commissioner D'Aquila has a question, but I --VICE CHAIR BROWN: I know that, too. MR. 
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	Page 80 resulting in either the return of the machines or the destruction of the machines that we have taken into our storage warehouse? MR. HEROLD: If you're speaking specifically to the cases that we either partnered with or have done, we have none yet that have finally resolved. There is one that I believe is going to be finished. That's the one that we're hoping to be able to get some machines destroyed. You have to also recognize that in like the operation that we had recently with Jacksonville SO, the
	Annot
	Annot
	Annot
	Page 81 correctly, we are on a trajectory of what is today 37,308 square feet, one could infer based on the success of your division in this Commission that this number could easily double in the next few years. When I look at the successful MOUs executed, the increased awareness, and the recent trim line in just the last 18 months and the numbers I run, we're looking at an incredible amount of climate-controlled space at an expensive imposed upon the Florida taxpayer to deal with these machines. And we hav
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	Page 82 question. Thank you for confirming that. VICE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you. Commissioner Drago, do you have any questions? COMMISSIONER DRAGO: Yes. I'm going to test Director Herold's math here for a minute. Just a guess, your best guess you can make. We have 5,800 square feet available. When are we going to fill that up? How long do you think before we fill that up? Is it six months from now? Is it a year from now? Is it tomorrow? Just to give you an educated guess, if you would, how long do you think be
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	Page 83 involved in an investigation and that there's a news article or whatever, there's a clearer tick up in the number of reports. And so it's not as though the reports are going down or the potential investigative and enforcement activities are going down. They're ramping up. VICE CHAIR BROWN: Commissioner D'Aquila. COMMISSIONER D'AQUILA: I have a general question, and this might be for counsel or for the Executive Director. These illegal casinos, for lack of a better term, plot operators are obviously 
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	Page 84 financial burden on the Florida taxpayer? VICE CHAIR BROWN: Mr. Marshman. MR. MARSHMAN: Thank you. It has been discussed. But there is an argument to be made that Florida law, Florida's Constitution, maybe in the United States Constitution does not contemplate the immediate seizure and forfeiture of real property. It doesn't contemplate it for contraband that's a slot machine, and it definitely doesn't do it for the building or the place itself. To your point, though, about whether a landlord or the
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	Page 85 space within the budget that we have. MR. HEROLD: Well, you know, it has to be balanced with what evidentiary rules are and, you know, the successful conclusion of any type of investigation and prosecution. So I'm not in a position to offer my thoughts on how to resolve this. I just know that within the bounds of what we have right now as far as how we can handle this investigation, recognizing that -- and we are wholly unique as a law enforcement unit. You know, any other law enforcement agency whe
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	Page 86 VICE CHAIR BROWN: Commissioner Repp has a question. MR. HEROLD: Yes. COMMISSIONER REPP: Less of a question, more of a comment just on what you just said. I think what we see out there -- and you can agree or disagree -- is that law enforcement out there just does not work these cases because of this problem right here with storage. And allocating resources is kind of the nice way of saying we just can't work these cases because we have nowhere to put the evidence. And we've solved that problem for a
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	Page 87 understand what we do with those, 99 of those didn't necessarily meet our -- or we transferred to local law enforcement. They didn't necessarily meet the requirements that we have for broader and more expansive investigations, ones that have a significant impact on the folks in Florida, the citizenry and our visitors. Twenty-six of those that we received this past month were actually assigned to our investigators for handing. The big number here, at least in significance for me is that 67 of those c
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	Page 88 pointing out that 26 percent, too. It's just how the needs are being met or lack thereof. Those MOUs executed for March, those are just growing. MR. HEROLD: I was going to save that to the end, but I'm going to go ahead and talk about it now. You're messing up my vibe. You're throwing off my vibe. VICE CHAIR BROWN: All day. MR. HEROLD: Yes. You're justifiable in kind of identifying that, and that's why I wanted to speak to it this month. We've talked about that on other occasions, but I don't think 
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	Page 89 Division of Gaming Enforcement, we know that we cannot take on this monumental task of gambling enforcement, illegal gambling enforcement in an isolated fashion. We can't do it by ourselves. And so these MOUs allow us to partner with local agencies, whether they be cities, counties, or even federal agencies. And what it does for us as an investigative unit in a statewide investigative unit is it bring in some regional knowledge. You know, these individuals in these cities or in these counties, they 
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	Page 90 And we can't do that because we can't transition -- we being the gaming enforcement unit -- for stuff we don't have the resources to do it. But if we did, our guys have got to come in and then collect evidence and document evidence and interview individuals and those kind of things like that. So our partnerships with these other law enforcement units is absolutely essential because they give us operational resources. They give us jurisdictional authority at times. We're fortunate we have statewide a
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	Page 91 investigative activity. It helps proactive collaboration in that you can't just wait for these things to happen. You need to really get out there and take enforcement action. About an MOU specifically, I just want to say that, you know, MOUs have a value in their own self -- in their own right because it's about shared understanding of what everybody's responsibilities are, you know, how we work with other law enforcement. It helps clarify the roles. It helps establish protocols as we reach problems
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	Page 92 enforcement unit that we operated with. And we continue to work with them because it laid that groundwork, and we understand the relationship and how we work with each other. It's been fundamental, and that's what we hope to do, is to continue to lay that groundwork and continue to build that trust relationship. We're a very small law enforcement unit. This was a strategic opportunity for us to expand our enforcement network. It gives us -- there's a phrase about you know, increasing your manpower, 
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	Page 93 it as just you signing a little agreement and it's not a big deal. I know that the lawyers put a lot of work into it. These are very comprehensive, and it's so important in policing. Modern day policing, you're crossing over lines all the time and all the different benefits that you just cited to that most people don't even think about. So thank you for sharing that with us. It's really important for all of us to remember and understand how important those MOUs are. You dove into those MOUs from day
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	Page 94 enforcement agency. MR. HEROLD: We are having a big impact. COMMISSIONER D'AQUILA: Thank you very much for your service. VICE CHAIR BROWN: Commissioner Repp. COMMISSIONER REPP: I'm looking at the MOUs and the growing number of agencies that we're working with. And I really think it's a testament to the work that our agents are doing out there in the field and the positive reputation of our agents in the field, and I'd like to commend them for that and say that we are deeply grateful for the work the
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	Page 95 is very important for our agency. MR. HEROLD: Well, thank you. And I will say that I sit here as the face, maybe not the best face, but the face of, you know, what we're doing. But I'm not the person that's doing all the work. It's the investigators. It's the analysts. It's our general counsel's office. It's our legal advisor. It's our business manager. It's all those other people that are really doing all the work. And I would be remiss if I didn't recognize them. VICE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you. MR. H
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	Page 96 to our Executive Director. MR. MARSHMAN: Florida is about halfway through its current legislative session, so I wanted just to give a brief over of the bills that your staff has been spending a lot of time analyzing and working with stakeholders in both chambers of the legislature, but also with external folks as well, though this bill would impact -- or bills, rather. So the first pair is House Bill 1467 and Senate Bill 1404. The main crux of both of these bills is to increase certain penalties ass
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	Page 97 So that is HB 105 and Senate Bill 408. Again, both of those bills have made it through at least one committee stop in both chambers. The final one that I was going to mention today has to do with Jai Alai permitholders being able to lease from other classes of permitholders, not just Jai Alai permitholders. That's House Bill 709 and Senate Bill 622. Again, those bills have both made it through at least one committee stop in either chamber. COMMISSIONER DRAGO: Mr. Marshman, can you give me those numb
	Annot
	Annot
	Annot
	Page 98 of analysis. You've been asked more than I've seen in years since we've been and inception. Actually, even at DBPR, there have been a lot of bills and a lot of work. It should not go without saying that I've never seen this much activity for our agency. So I know it's not just you that's the face in front of committees. It's not just Henry. It's all of our staff to doing a great deal of work, in addition to the daily responsibilities of the job. So it's just thank you so much. It's a lot of work and
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	Page 99 And after we finish polishing up the language and getting any feedback from you all individually, then we will make that language available as soon as we can so that anyone who wants to provide comments or direction or feedback about these rules, particularly in the industry, they will have as much time as possible to review it before that meeting on the 13th of May. VICE CHAIR BROWN: Mr. Marshman, can you just for the public give the location of where we're having the workshop or folks that are tun
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	Page 100 particularly their supervisors and co-workers. And these are the ones that have been for this month. So the first one is from the Division of Administration. It's Rena Gilliam, the Chief of Human Resources. She is the Human Resources Bureau Chief and is the Administration's employee of the month for April. As the manager of the FGCC human resources management section, Rena exemplifies outstanding leadership and dedication while fostering a positive and productive workplace environment. She has succ
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	Page 101 have heard of her. Ms. Alvarado is the chief attorney in the litigation practice of the Office of General Counsel. And she's the Office of General Counsel's employee of the month. Emily has served as legal counsel for the Commission and for its predecessor, the Division of Pari-Mutuel Wagering, Department of Business and Professional Regulation for almost five years. During this time, Emily has represented the Commission in a significant number of administrative actions always in a professional and
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	Page 102 This often means traveling throughout our state to assist our special agents in operations in the raids of the legal casinos, usually working long days or even into the early hours of the morning until all evidentiary items are properly document and safely secured in storage. She continuously audits evidence entries to make certain items are being entered correctly and consistently by other DGE members in the field and is also looking for ways to improve upon our current processes. Robin truly is o
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	Page 103 following the completion of his bachelor's degree in information technology at FSU. From day one, Justin's zeal for knowledge and professional growth has been evident. He embraces every opportunity to enhance his skills and has shown an exceptional ability to adapt and excel in diverse tasks. Over the past few months while acting as Tallahassee's sole help desk technician, Justin has displayed remarkable composure and resilience under pressure. And as you all are probably aware, he plays a role in 
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	Page 104 Mr. Jeff Lashley. Jeff Lashley, the Financial Examiner Analyst II is the Division of Pari-Mutuel Wagering's employee of the month for April. Jeff is a Financial Examiner Analyst II in the Offices of Revenue and Auditing. He conducts financial reconciliations of monthly reports to ensure the accuracy of taxes and fees paid to the state completeness. Appliance reviews of permitholder uniform annual reports, compiles monthly statistical data, and conducts quality reviews of on-base documents. Jeff arr
	Annot
	Annot
	Page 105 Operations Specialists Supervisor, and Jacqueline Rodriguez Pari-Mutual Operations Specialist for the Division of Pari-Mutuel Wagering's southern office employees of the month for April. During an extended vacancy at the Casino Miami facility, supervisor Kereene Lewis and slot specialist Jacqueline Rodriguez absorbed extra workload during a major renovation the casino had planned. The facility created a new high limit area and installed 300 new games as part of a whole floor remodel requiring Keree
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	Page 106 workshop in the afternoon. We have several other dates that Ms. Parker provided me this morning. June 12th was the date we previously agreed upon. Following that, July 8th. And then I also have an August 6th date. I don't know if it's too soon to look at September. But since we're all here, I wanted to ask. VICE CHAIR BROWN: September, is there a possibility that we could look at the week of September 8th? Any particular day, the 11th? COMMISSIONER DRAGO: The 11th is fine. VICE CHAIR BROWN: Mr. Mar
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	Page 107 report? MR. MARSHMAN: No, ma'am. Thank you. VICE CHAIR BROWN: Wonderful. Is there anybody from the public that would like to address us at this time? Anybody on the line that would like to address us at this time? Seeing none, going once, twice. Thank you, Commissioners. Are there any other matters that need to be discussed here today? All right. We stand adjourned. Thank you. Safe travels, everyone. (Proceedings concluded at 11:22 a.m.) 
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