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1 Thereupon, the follow ng proceeding began at 9:30 a.ﬁ?f °
2 VICE CHAIR BROMWN:  Good norning. Today is

3 Novenber 7, 2024. This is the Florida Gam ng

4 Control Conm ssion Novenber neeting. Please stand
5 for the pledge of allegiance.

6 (Pl edge of allegiance.)

7 VI CE CHAIR BROWN:  Thank you, all. | hope

8 everyone is doing well today. We're going to junp
9 I nto our agenda.

10 Commi ssioners, as you know, just push the mc
11 whenever you'd like to speak. W're going to the
12 approval of neeting mnutes for August 30,

13 Septenber 5th, and Cctober 2nd. Can | get a notion
14 to approve all three itens.

15 COMWM SSI ONER REPP:  Motion to approve.

16 VICE CHAIR BROMWN: |s there a second?

17 COW SSI ONER D AQUI LA:  Second.

18 VICE CHAIR BROWN:  All those in favor, say

19 aye.

20 (Mul tiple ayes.)

21 VI CE CHAIR BROWN:  Thank you. The neeting

22 m nutes passes. W are going into discussion of
23 the renewal application for slot machines |icense
24 2. 1.

25 Ms. Pouncey, good norning.
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M5. POUNCEY: Good norning. Jalle Pouncey,

"Phe record. This is Case No. 2024-047105. It's

t he application for Dania Entertai nnent Center for
t heir annual slot machine license. They have
submtted all the required docunentation. The
application was received August 5th and was deened
conpl et e Novenber 4th. The paynents have been
received. Al of the required information has been
submtted, and the D vision recomends approval.

VI CE CHAI R BROMN:  Thank you.

Conmi ssioners, are there any questions on the
iten? Seeing that all of the annual application
and | egal requirements have been conplete, can we
get a notion to approve.

COW SSI ONER DRAGO:  So noved.

VICE CHAIR BROMN: |Is there a second?

COW SSI ONER D' AQUI LA:  Second.

VICE CHAIR BROWN:  All those in favor, say
aye.

(Multiple ayes.)

VI CE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you, Ms. Pouncey.
Item 3.1 is an anended application for pari-nutuel
operating |icense.

M5. POUNCEY: This is Case No. 2024-054428.

It is an application fromRB Jai Alai to anend its
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1 operating dates. They submtted their originalPage !

2 application for 36 performances, and they have

3 requested to anmend that |icense by canceling those

4  performances.

5 They have submtted the required

6 docunentation, and the Division is recomendi ng

7 approval effective Septenber 23, 2024.

8 VI CE CHAI R BROMWN:  Thank you.

9 Conmmi ssi oners, any questions? Can we just get
10 confirmation on the record that RBis going to be
11 accepting wages on inner track and sinul casting?
12 M5. POUNCEY: Yes.

13 COW SSI ONER REPP:  Thank you.

14 Can we get a notion to approve the item

15 COW SSI ONER D AQUI LA:  Motion to approve.

16 VI CE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you. |Is there a

17  second?

18 COW SSI ONER REPP:  Second.

19 VI CE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you. All those in
20 favor, say aye.

21 (Mul tiple ayes.)

22 VICE CHAIR BROMN: 3.1 passes.

23 Al right. W are going into a discussion on
24 default final orders 4.1 to 4.13. Good norni ng.
25 MR. TAUPI ER. Good norning. Marc Taupier, for
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the record, on behalf of Emly Alvarado. First is

ltem No. 4.1, Case No. 2024-008464, Audley Anthony
Adder | ey.

In the materials that you have been provided,
you have a one-count adm nistrative conpl ai nt
all eging that the respondent was excluded from
Cal der Casino on January 23, 2024, therefore,
subject to exclusion fromall pari-nutuel
facilities and all facilities of a slot machine
| i censee pursuant to Sections 550.0251(6) and
551. 112 Florida Statutes.

It is alleged in the investigative report that
he was seen opening various player club accounts.
You have been provided the Fed-Ex certified mai
tracki ng nunber and delivery confirmtion show ng
t hat the respondent was served.

Respondent was notified that pursuant to Rule
28-106.111(4), they nust file a witten response
with 21 days or they would waive their right to a
hearing. Respondent failed to respond.

Therefore, the Division wuuld ask the
Comm ssion to enter an order finding the follow ng:
t hat respondent was properly served with the
adm ni strative conplaint; that the respondent

failed to respond within 21 days waiving his right

www. | exi t asl egal . com
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to a hearing; that the allegations in the

adm ni strative conplaint are adopted; and

concl udi ng that the respondent shall be added to
t he permanent exclusion list for all pari-nutuel
facilities and all facilities of a slot nmachine

| i censee.

VI CE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you, M. Taupier. |
know we have a few of these exclusion itens, too,
to go over.

Conmi ssioners, are there any questions on this
iten? If not, can we get a notion to approve the
final order permanently excluding the respondent.

COW SSI ONER DRAGO:  So noved to accept the
staff recomendati on.

VI CE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you. |Is there a
second?

COW SSI ONER REPP:  Second.

VI CE CHAIR BROWN: Any di scussion? All those
in favor, say aye.

(Multiple ayes.)

VI CE CHAI R BROMN:  Thank you.

MR, TAUPIER: Item No. 4.2, Case No.

2024- 036027, Adol fo Manzano Jr. In the nmaterials
t hat you have been provi ded, you have a one-count

adm ni strative conplaint alleging that respondent

www. | exi t asl egal . com
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was excluded for one year and term nated from

Bonita Springs Poker Room on June 3, 2024,
therefore, subject to exclusion fromall
pari-nutuel facilities pursuant to 550.0251(6) of
Fl ori da Stat utes.

It is alleged in the investigate report that
he was intoxicated while at work and threatened to
shoot it up. You have been provi ded the USPS
certified mail tracking nunber and USPS delivery
confirmati on showi ng delivery to the respondent.

Respondent was notified that pursuant to Rule
28-106.111(4), they nust file a witten response
W thin 21 days or they will waive their right to a
heari ng, and respondent failed to respond.

Therefore, the D vision would ask the
Commi ssion to enter an order of the follow ng:
finding that respondent was properly served with
the adm nistrative conplaint; that the respondent
failed to respond wthin 21 days, therefore,
waiving his right to a hearing; that the facts and
all egations in the admnistrative conplaint are
adopt ed; and concluding that the respondent shal
be added to the permanent exclusion list for all
pari-nmutuel facilities.

VI CE CHAIR BROWN. Thank you, M. Taupier. |
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know you're filling in for Ms. Alvarado, but was

this respondent, was their |icense al so revoked
prior?

MR. TAUPIER W're trying to look into that.
W are having I T i ssues on accessi ng our database.
However, | can assure you that if that license is
still active, we will look into going forward on
t hat revocation.

However, because it's not wthin the
adm ni strative conplaint and not noticed of that
renedy that we were seeking, we can't technically
go forward on that right now.

VI CE CHAIR BROWN:  Thank you.

Commi ssi oners, any questions? Can we please
get a notion to enter a final order permanently
excl udi ng respondent.

COW SSI ONER DRAGO:  So noved.

VICE CHAIR BROWN. Thank you. 1Is there a
second?

COW SSI ONER D AQUI LA:  Second.

VICE CHAIR BROWN. All those in favor, say
aye.

(Multiple ayes.)

VI CE CHAIR BROMWN: Thank you. 4.3, please.

MR TAUPIER Item No. 4.3, Case No.

www. | exi t asl egal . com
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2024- 037465, Ful genci o Sanchez Mayo. You've been

provided with the one-count admi nistrative

conpl aint alleging that the respondent was excl uded
from Casino Mam on May 28, 2024, therefore,
subject to the exclusion of all pari-nutuel
facilities and all slot facilities pursuant to
Sections 550.0251(6) and 551.112 Florida Statutes.

It's alleged by the facility that he was
stealing another patron's slot nmachine voucher from
his friend and cashing themin. You have al so been
provided with the USPS certified mail tracking
nunber and USPS delivery confirmation show ng
delivery to the respondent.

Respondent was notified that pursuant to Rule
28-106.111(4), they nust file a witten response
within 21 days or they waive their right to a
hearing. Respondent failed to respond.

Therefore, the Division would ask the
Conm ssion to enter an order finding the follow ng:
that the respondent was properly served with the
adm ni strative, that the respondent failed to
respond within 21 days waiving his right to a
hearing; that the allegations alleged in the
adm ni strative conplaint are adopted by the

Conmi ssion; and that the respondent shall be added

www. | exi t asl egal . com
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to the permanent exclusion list for all pari-nutuel

facilities and all facilities of a slot machine
| i censee.

VI CE CHAI R BROAN:  Thank you.

|f there's no discussion, can we pl ease get a
notion to approve the staff recomrendation as
present ed.

COM SSIONER D AQU LA: I'll make a notion to
approve staff recomendati on as recommended.

VI CE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you. |Is there a
second?

COW SSI ONER REPP:  Second.

VI CE CHAIR BROMWN:  Any di scussion? Al those
in favor, say aye.

(Mul tiple ayes.)

VI CE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you. 4.4, please.

MR TAUPIER Item No. 4.4 is Case No.
2024- 037645, Gegory WlliamFerrari. You' ve been
provided with a two-count adm nistrative conpl ai nt
all eging that the respondent was excl uded and
termnated fromHarrah's Ponpano Beach on June 28,
2024 when it was discovered that respondent was
fal sifying payout docunents and keepi ng around
$1, 200 fromthat payout.

Therefore, he's subject to exclusion from al

www. | exi t asl egal . com
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pari-mutuel facilities and all facilities of a slot

machi ne |icensee pursuant to Sections 550.0251(6)
and 551. 112 Florida Statutes and revocation of the
sl ot machi ne cardroom pari-nutuel conbination
occupational |icense.

You' ve been provided with USPS certified nai
tracki ng nunber and delivery confirmtion show ng
that the AC was delivered to the respondent.
Respondent was notified that pursuant to Rule
28-106. 114, they nust file a witten response
within 21 days or they would waive their right to a
heari ng.

Respondent failed to respond. Therefore, the
Di vi sion woul d ask the Conm ssion to enter an order
finding the follow ng: that the respondent was
properly served with the adm nistrative conpl ai nt;
that the respondent failed to respond within 21
days, therefore, waiving his right to a hearing;
that the allegations in the admnistrative
conpl aint are adopted by the Conm ssion; and that
t he respondent shall be added to the pernmanent
exclusion list for all pari-mutuel facilities and
all facilities of a slot machine |icensee; and that
t he sl ot machi ne cardroom pari-nutuel conbination

occupational |icense shall be revoked.
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VI CE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you. This was pretty

onerous. This was a poker supervisor as well. |
hope that restitution was al so nmade to the permt
hol der .

MR TAUPIER: | could look into that.

VI CE CHAI R BROAN:  Thank you.

Conmi ssioners, are there any questions? |f
not, can we get a notion to approve the final order
per manently excludi ng respondent, as well as
revoki ng his slot machi ne occupational |icense?

COW SSI ONER REPP: 1" 1|l nmake that notion.

VICE CHAIR BROMN: |s there a second?

COMM SSI ONER D AQUI LA:  Second.

VI CE CHAIR BROWN: Any di scussion? All those
in favor, say aye.

(Multiple ayes.)

VI CE CHAIR BROWN: Moving on to 4.5.

MR TAUPIER. ItemNo. 4.5 is Case No.

2024- 039268, Shakira Lashay Warren. You' ve been
provided with a one-count adm ni strative conpl ai nt
all eging that the respondent was excluded from
Magic Gty Casino on June 21, 2024, therefore,
subject to the exclusion fromall pari-mnutue
facilities and all facilities of a slot machine

| i censee pursuant to Sections 550.0251(6) and
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551.112 Florida Statutes.

It was alleged in the investigative report
that they were seen capping bets. You've been
provided with the USPS certified mail tracking
nunber and the USPS confirmati on show ng delivery
to the respondent.

Respondent was notified that they had 21 days
to respond or they would be waiving their right to
a hearing pursuant to Rule 28-106.111(4).
Respondent failed to respond. Therefore, the
Di vision woul d ask the Conmm ssion to enter an order
finding that the respondent was properly served
wth the admnistrative conplaint; that the
respondent failed to respond to the adm nistrative
conpl ai nt and have wai ved their right to a hearing;
that all the allegations in the adm nistrative
conpl ai nt be adopted; and that the respondent be
added to the permanent exclusion list for all
pari-mutuel facilities and all facilities of a slot
machi ne |icensee.

VI CE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you. There's a few
of these capping bets that we have here today.

Conmi ssioners, if there are no questions, can
we please get a notion to approve the staff

reconmendati on.
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COW SSI ONER DRAGO:  So noved.

COW SSI ONER D AQUI LA: Second.

VI CE CHAIR BROWN: Any di scussion? Al those
in favor, say aye.

(Multiple ayes.)

VI CE CHAIR BROMWN: 4.6, please.

MR TAUPIER. ItemNo. 4.6 is Case No.

2024- 041426, Richard Pignol. You've been provided
with a one-count adm nistrative conplaint alleging
t hat the respondent was pernmanently excluded from
The Casi no @Dani a Beach on July 19, 2024,

t herefore, being subject to exclusion from al
pari-nutuel facilities and all facilities of a slot
machi ne |icensee pursuant to Sections 550.0251(6)
and 551. 112 Florida Statutes.

It is alleged in the report that he was seen
I npai red, exhibited extrene disruptive behavior,

i ncludi ng shouting, racial slurs, and derogatory
statenents agai nst patrons and poker staff at the
casi no.

You' ve been provided with the USPS certified
mai | tracking and the USPS confirmation of delivery
t hat respondent was served. The respondent was
notified that pursuant to Rule 28-106.111(4), he

must file a response within 21 days or waive their

www. | exi t asl egal . com
(800) 676-2401




Publ i c Meeting Wirkshop Hearing
Novenber 07, 2024

1
2
3
4
)
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

] ) ) ) Page 18
right to a hearing. Respondent did fail to

respond.

Therefore, the Division is asking the
Conm ssion to enter an order finding the follow ng:
t hat the respondent was properly served with the
adm ni strative conplaint; that the respondent
failed to respond to that adm ni strative conpl ai nt
within 21 days, therefore, waiving their right to a
hearing; that the allegations alleged in the
adm ni strative conplaint are adopted by the
Comm ssion; and that the respondent shall be added
to the permanent exclusion list for all pari-nutuel
facilities and all facilities of a slot machine
| i censee.

VI CE CHAI R BROAN:  Thank you.

Conmi ssi oners, can we please get a notion to
approve the staff recommendati on as presented.

COMM SSI ONER D AQUI LA:  Make a notion to
approve the staff recommendati on as reconmended.

VICE CHAIR BROMWN: |Is there a second?

COW SSI ONER REPP:  Second.

VICE CHAIR BROAN:  All those in favor, say
aye.

(Multiple ayes.)

VI CE CHAIR BROWN:. M. Taupier, can you pl ease

www. | exi t asl egal . com
(800) 676-2401




Publ i c Meeting Wirkshop Hearing
Novenber 07, 2024

1
2
3
4
)
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Page 19
take [tem Nos. 4.7 and 4.8 together, since they're
rel ated?

MR. TAUPIER. Absolutely. ItemNo. 4.7 is
2024- 042375, Lamatris McNeal. Item No. 4.8 is Case

No. 2024-043785, Pedro Rivera. |In the case
materials for both cases, you've been provided with
a one-count adm nistrative conplaint alleging that
t he respondents were excluded from Casino Mam on
July 11, 2024 and, therefore, subject to exclusion
fromall pari-nutuel facilities and all facilities
of a slot machine |icensee pursuant to Sections
550. 0251(6) and 551.112 Florida Stat utes.

The investigative report alleges that these
respondents were seen taking vouchers that bel onged
to other patrons and cashing themout. You' ve been
provided with the certified mail tracking nunber
from USPS and the delivery confirmation in both
cases showi ng that the respondents in both cases
have been served.

Bot h respondents were notified that they had
21 days to respond to that adm nistrative conplaint
or they would be waiving their right to a hearing
under Rul e 28-106.111(4). Both respondents did
fail to respond.

Therefore, the Division is asking the

www. | exi t asl egal . com
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Conmi ssion to enter an order finding that the

respondents in both cases were properly served with
the adm nistrative conplaint; that they both fail ed
to respond to the admnistrative conplaint waiving
their right to a formal or informal hearing; that
the allegations in the respective admnistrative
conpl aints are adopted by the Comm ssion; and that
bot h respondents shall be added to the pernmanent
exclusion list for all pari-nutuel facilities and
all facilities of a slot machine |icensee.

VI CE CHAIR BROMWN:  Thank you, M. Taupier.

Conmi ssioners, if there are no questions, can
we get a notion to approve the staff recommendation
on Item Nos. 4.7 and 4. 8.

COW SSI ONER REPP:  1'Il make that notion.

VI CE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you. |Is there a
second?

COW SSI ONER DRAGO  Second.

VICE CHAIR BROWN: All those in favor, say
aye.

(Mul tiple ayes.)

VICE CHAIR BROAN: We are noving on to 4.09.

MR TAUPIER ItemNo. 4.9 is Case No.
2024- 044282, Brian Brinkley. You've been provided

with a one-count adm nistrative conplaint alleging

www. | exi t asl egal . com
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t hat respondent was excluded from Casino Mam on

July 11, 2024, therefore, subject to exclusion from
all pari-mutuel facilities and all facilities of a
sl ot machine |icensee pursuant to Sections

550. 0251(6) and 551.112 Florida Stat utes.

It's alleged in the report that he was seen
asl eep on the casino floor, woke up, threatened the
staff, was found to have nultiple identifications
and was arrested. At this tinme, crimnal charges
are currently pendi ng.

You' ve been provided with the USPS certified
mai | tracki ng nunber and delivery confirmation
showi ng that delivery to the respondent was
successful. Respondent was notified that they had
21 days upon receipt of that to file a witten
response to the admnistrative conplaint or they
woul d wai ve their right to a hearing under Rule
28-106. 111(4) .

Respondent did fail to respond. Therefore,
the Division would ask the Conm ssion to enter an
order finding that the respondent was properly
served; that the respondent failed to respond
within 21 days, therefore, waiving their right to a
hearing; that all the allegations in the

adm ni strative conplaint are adopted by the
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Conmi ssion; and that the respondent be added to the

per manent exclusion list for all pari-nutuel
facilities and all facilities of a slot nmachine
| i censee.

VI CE CHAI R BROWN: Thank you.

Conmi ssioners, are there any questions? Can
we get a notion to approve the staff recomendation
on Item No. 4.9.

COW SSI ONER DRAGO:  So noved.

VI CE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you. |Is there a
second?

COW SSI ONER D' AQUI LA: Second.

VICE CHAIR BROAN:  All those in favor, say
aye.

(Mul tiple ayes.)

VI CE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you. W are on to
4.10. Just a few nore here. You're doing great.

MR. TAUPIER. 4.10 is Case No. 2024-046058,
Cathy Hal ford. You' ve been provided with a
one-count adm ni strative conplaint alleging that
t he respondent was excl uded from Harrah's Ponpano
Park on August 9, 2024, therefore, subject to the
exclusion fromall pari-nmutuel facilities and al
facilities of a slot machine |icensee pursuant to
Sections 550.0251(6) and 551.112 Florida Statutes.
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It was alleged in the investigative report

that they were seen capping bets. You've been
provided with the USPS certified tracking nunber
and delivery confirmation showi ng that the
respondent was served with the admnistrative
conpl ai nt .

Respondent was notified that they had 21 days
to request a hearing in witing or that they would
wai ve their right to a hearing pursuant to Rule
28-106.111(4) of the Florida Adm nistrative Code.
Respondent did fail to respond.

Therefore, the Division wuuld ask the
Conmm ssion to enter an order finding that the
respondent was properly served with the
adm ni strative conplaint; that the respondent
failed to reply within 21 days of that conplaint,
therefore, waiving their right to a hearing; that
the allegations in the adm nistrative conplaint are
adopted by the Conm ssion; and concluding that the
respondent shall be added to the permanent
exclusion list for all pari-nmutuel facilities and
all facilities of a slot machine |icensee.

VI CE CHAI R BROAWN: Thank you.

Are there any questions? |f not, can we get a

notion to approve the staff recomendation in Item
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No. 4.10.

COW SSI ONER REPP:  1'Il make that notion.

VICE CHAIR BROMN: |Is there a second?

COW SSI ONER DRAGO.  Second.

VICE CHAIR BROWN:  All those in favor, say
aye.

(Mul tiple ayes.)

VI CE CHAIR BROMWN: Thank you. 4.11, please.

MR TAUPIER Item No. 4.11 is Case No.

2024- 046564, Charlie Whetstone. You've been
provided with a one-count adm ni strative conpl ai nt
al l eging that the respondent was excluded from

H al eah Park on July 10, 2024, therefore, subject
to the exclusion fromall pari-nutuel facilities
and all facilities of a slot machine |icensee
pursuant to Sections 550.0251(6) and 551.112

Fl ori da Stat utes.

It was all eged that he was seen collecting and
cashing out vouchers that did not belong to them
You' ve been provided wth the USPS certified mail
tracki ng nunber and delivery confirmtion show ng
that the adm nistrative conplaint was served on the
respondent .

The respondent was notified that pursuant to
Rul e 28-106.111(4) Florida Adm nistrative Code,
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they nust file a witten response to that

adm ni strative conplaint within 21 days of receipt
or waive their right to a hearing. The respondent
failed to respond.

Therefore, the Division wuuld ask the
Conm ssion to enter an order finding that the
respondent was properly served with the
adm ni strative conplaint; that the respondent
failed to respond within 21 days, therefore,
wai ving their right to a hearing; that the
all egations alleged in the adm nistrative conpl ai nt
are adopted by the Conm ssion; and that the
respondent shall be added to the pernmanent
exclusion list for all pari-nmutuel facilities and
all facilities of a slot machine |Iicensee.

VI CE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you so rnuch.

Conmi ssioners, if there are no questions, can
we please get a notion to approve the staff
recommendat i on.

COMM SSI ONER D AQUI LA:  Mdtion on approve the
staff recomendati on.

VICE CHAIR BROMN:  |s there a second?

COW SSI ONER REPP:  Second.

VICE CHAIR BROAN:  All those in favor, say

aye.
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(Mul tiple ayes.)

VI CE CHAIR BROMWN: Thank you. | do just want
to point out that these investigative reports are
very, very detailed and thorough. | really
conplinment our staff for the process that they have
been investing in.

MR. TAUPIER. They do do good work, | agree.

VI CE CHAIR BROMWN: 4.12, please.

MR TAUPIER Item No. 4.12 is 2024-047412,
Steven J. Msley. You' ve been provided with a
one-count adm ni strative conplaint alleging that
t he respondent was excl uded from Harrah's Ponpano
Park on August 16, 2024 and, therefore, subject to
exclusion fromall pari-mutuel facilities and al
facilities of a slot machine |icensee pursuant to
Sections 550.0251(6) and 551.112 Florida Statutes
for the allegation of capping bets.

You' ve been provided with the USPS certified
mai | tracki ng nunber and delivery confirmation
showi ng that delivery to respondent was successful.
Respondent was notified that they had 21 days upon
recei pt of that admnistrative conplaint to file a
witten response or waive their right to a hearing
pursuant to Rule 28-106.111(4) Florida
Adm ni strative Code.
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Respondent failed to respond to the

adm ni strative conplaint. Therefore, the Division
woul d ask the Conmi ssion to enter an order finding
that the respondent was properly served with the
adm nistrative conplaint; failed to respond within
21 days of receipt and waive their right to a
hearing; that the allegations of fact in the

adm ni strative conplaint are adopted by the

Comm ssion; and that the respondent shall be added
to the permanent exclusion list for all pari-nutuel
facilities and all facilities of a slot machine

| i censee.

VI CE CHAI R BROMWN:  Thank you, M. Taupier.
This is just another exanple of the investigator's
t hor ough revi ew goi ng back and | ooking at two
di fferent occurrences through the survey |ense
video and capturing it, so great work.

Conmi ssioners, are there any questions? |f
not, can we get a notion to approve the staff
reconmendat i on.

COW SSI ONER DRAGO.  I'Il make that notion.

VICE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you. 1Is there a
second?

COW SSI ONER REPP:  Second.

VICE CHAIR BROWN:  All those in favor, say
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aye.

(Mul tiple ayes.)

VICE CHAIR BROWN:  All right. W are lastly
here noving to 4. 13.

MR TAUPIER. Item No. 4.13 is Case No.

2024- 050401, John Mal ocsey. You've been provided
with a one-count adm nistrative conplaint alleging
t hat the respondent was excluded from Cardhouse
Port Saint Lucie on August 22, 2024 and, therefore,
subject to the exclusion fromall pari-nutue
facilities pursuant to Sections 550.0251(6) of the
Florida Statutes for the allegations that he was
seen asking other players for noney in the poker
roomand loitering on the property.

You' ve been provided with the USPS certified
mai | tracki ng nunber and USPS delivery confirmation
showi ng that delivery of the admnistrative
conplaint to the respondent was successful.

The respondent was notified that they nust
respond within 21 days of receiving the
adm ni strative conplaint or they would be wai ving
their right to a hearing under Rule 28-106.111(4)
of the Florida Adm nistrative Code.

Respondent failed to respond to the

adm ni strative conplaint. Therefore, the Division

www. | exi t asl egal . com
(800) 676-2401




Publ i c Meeting Wirkshop Hearing
Novenber 07, 2024

© 00 N o o B~ W DN e

N NN N NN R P R B R R R R R
g A W N P O © 0 N O O » W N L O

. . Page 29
woul d ask the Conmi ssion to enter an order finding

the follow ng: that the respondent was properly
served with the adm nistrative conplaint; that the
respondent failed to respond within 21 days of
recei ving that adm nistrative conplaint, therefore,
wai ving his right to a hearing; that the

all egations alleged in the adm nistrative conpl ai nt
are adopted by the Conm ssion; and that the
respondent be added to the pernmanent exclusion |ist
for all pari-nmutuel facilities.

VI CE CHAIR BROWN:  Thank you, M. Taupier. |If
there are no questions, can we please get a notion
to approve the staff recommendation in 4.13.

COW SSI ONER REPP:  1'Il make that notion.

VICE CHAIR BROMN:  |s there a second?

COW SSI ONER D AQUI LA:  Second.

VICE CHAIR BROWN:  All those in favor, say
aye.

(Mul tiple ayes.)

VI CE CHAIR BROWN:  Thank you. W are now
going to nove to discussion of request for waivers.
W have three itens herein. Myving into 5.1.

MR TAUPIER. ItemNo. 5.1 is Case No.

2024- 040451, Jonathan Orjuela. The applicant

applied for a cardroom enpl oyee occupati onal

www. | exi t asl egal . com
(800) 676-2401




Publ i c Meeting Wirkshop Hearing
Novenber 07, 2024

© 00 N o o B~ W DN e

N NN N NN R P R B R R R R R
g A W N P O © 0 N O O » W N L O

. : : : Page 30
| i cense. And upon review of that application, it

was di scovered that he had a disqualifying fel ony
of fense of fleeing and attenpting to elude a police
officer, which was in 2008.

VI CE CHAI R BROWN:  2007.

MR. TAUPI ER. 2007. The applicant did apply
and is seeking a waiver of the felony offense and
i ssuance of his cardroom enpl oyee occupati onal
| i cense. The applicant originally answered yes to
i f he had been convicted of a disqualifying
of fense, listed two m sdeneanor offenses.

He did Iist his felony as a m sdeneanor,
t hough. He is applying for a poker-deal er at Tanpa
Bay Downs. A waiver interview was conducted on
July 9, 2024 and is docunented in the materials
provi ded.

Under Section 550.105(5)(c) Florida Statutes,
it provides that the Comm ssion nmay wai ve the
of fense is the applicant establishes that he or she
is of good noral character, that she has been
rehabilitated, and that the crinme that he or she
was convicted of is not related to pari-mnutuel
wagering and is not a capital offense.

The restrictions excluding offenders may be

wai ved by the Conm ssion under Section
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849.086(6)(f), Florida Statutes, provides that the

provi sions specified in 550 relating to licensure
shal | be applicable to cardroom occupati onal
| i censes.

So before you, the Conm ssion can decide to
grant the waiver and issue the applicant an
occupational license. |If the Conm ssion decides
not to waive the felony conviction and issue a
| i cense, we would ask that you allow the D vision
to issue a letter of license denial in this case.

VI CE CHAIR BROMWN:  Thank you, M. Taupier.

Conmi ssioners, |'msure you have sone thoughts
on this item particularly the individual just got
alicense in lIllinois. He also has been -- the
of fense is nowhere near related to the |icense that
he is pursuing, so | just kind of wanted your
t houghts on this item

Conmi ssi oner Drago.

COW SSI ONER DRAGO | think that's an
i nportant note, the fact of what the violation is.
It's not really related to the occupation that he's
seeking, a license that he's seeking. It was back
in 2007, so it's a significant anount of tine.

And apparently according to what we see in our

material, he hasn't been arrested or convicted of
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anything since, so | think we need to take that

Into consideration.

I'ma little confused in the narrative where
It says that he fled fromthe officers, but then he
was arrested when he was pulled over. So |I'm not
sure if they finally captured hi m sonehow sonewhere
down the road or what.

It's not exactly -- it doesn't go deep enough
to understand exactly what that neans. But he was
charged with a fleeing, so that's what it is. But
| think that we need to take into consideration
what that crime was and the tinme involved and so
forth.

VI CE CHAIR BROMWN: | agree whol eheartedly.
Conm ssi oners, any other thoughts?

COW SSI ONER REPP:  No.

COW SSI ONER D AQUI LA: | concur.

VI CE CHAI R BROMN:  Excel | ent.

Conmi ssi oner Drago, can we please get a notion to
grant the waiver and issue the individual and
occupancy | i cense.

COMM SSI ONER D AQUI LA:  So noved.

VI CE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you. |Is there a
second?

COW SSI ONER REPP:  Second.
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VICE CHAIR BROWN:  All those in favor, say

aye.
(Mul tiple ayes.)
VI CE CHAI R BROMN: Passes unani nously. 5.2,

pl ease.

MR TAUPIER Item No. 5.2 is Case No.

2024- 042055, Christy Lee Gardner. The applicant
applied for a slot machine cardroom pari - nut uel

i ndi vi dual conbi nation occupational |icense. Upon
review of the application, it was discovered that
she had a disqualifying m sdeneanor offense of
petty theft from what appears to be 2011.

The applicant seeks a waiver of the
m sdeneanor offense and the issuance of a slot
machi ne cardroom pari-nutuel individual conbination
occupational license. They are applying to be a
food runner at the Big Easy Casino.

A wai ver was conducted on August 27, 2024 and
provided to the Comm ssion the materials. It
appears that in 2018 it was denied. There was
al | egations of pushing a stroller that had
mer chandi se under the seats.

The materials go into exactly what the facts
were of that. Due to what some of those facts are,

" mnot going to be able to disclose any due to the
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age, potentially. Section 550.1055(c) Florida

Statutes provides in pertinent part that the

Conmi ssion may waive the offense if the applicant
est abl i shes that she or he is of good noral
character, that she or he has been rehabilitated,
and that the crine she or he was convicted of is
not related to pari-nmutuel wagering and is not a
capital offense, therefore, allow ng the Conm ssion
to waive the restrictions of those offenders.

The Conmi ssion can decide to grant the waiver
and issue the applicant an occupational |icense.
And if the Comm ssion decides not to waive and
i ssue the |license, the D vision wuuld ask that you
allow us to issue a letter of license denial in
this case.

VI CE CHAI R BROMWN: Thank you.

Conmi ssi oners, any questions or conments or
t houghts on this itenf

Conmi ssi oner Repp.

COMM SSI ONER REPP: Has there been any

Iinteractions with the aw since, | believe this was
20117

MR. TAUPIER. | don't renenber review ng any
other crimnal actions since 2011. | can't say for
certain.
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COW SSI ONER REPP: | don't see this as having

any issues with neeting the statute, as far as
being able to issue this license and the data on
it. | think that we've shown sufficiently with
what has been put into the record that | think I
could give this |license, ny opinion.

VI CE CHAI R BROWN: Thank you,

Conmi ssi oner Repp.

Conmmi ssi oner D Aquil a.

COW SSI ONER D AQUI LA: My understanding is
she's applying for a food service runner position?

MR. TAUPI ER. Correct.

COW SSI ONER D AQUI LA: And al so | ooki ng
further, it was petty theft?

MR TAUPIER It was petty theft.

COM SSI ONER D AQUILA:  And all fines and fees
have been pai d?

MR. TAUPIER. Fromwhat it appears.

COW SSI ONER D AQUI LA:  And not hi ng
subsequent ?

MR. TAUPI ER. Correct.

COMM SSI ONER D AQUI LA:  And under those
additional facts, as | understand them | wl|
concur wth Comm ssioner Repp.

VI CE CHAIR BROWN: Excellent. And al so just
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anot her point to add was, as you nentioned, the

court fees were paid and there was no probation at
all issued with this applicant after she was
arrested and charged with this crine.

Conmi ssi on Drago, any comments?

COW SSI ONER DRAGO.  Just that | confer with
Conmi ssi oner Repp and D Aquil a.

VI CE CHAI R BROMWN:  Wonder ful .

Conmmi ssi oner Repp, can we please get a notion
to grant the wai ver and issue the occupancy
| i cense.

COW SSI ONER REPP:  1'Il make that notion.

VICE CHAIR BROMN: |s there a second?

COW SSI ONER D AQUI LA:  Second.

VICE CHAIR BROWN:.  All those in favor, say
aye.

(Mul tiple ayes.)

VI CE CHAIR BROWN:. Mbotion passes unani nously.
ltem 5. 3.

MR TAUPIER Item No. 5.3 is Case No.
2024- 048127, Cedric Leon Geen. The applicant
applied for a PMN general individual occupational
| i cense. And upon review of that application, it
was di scovered he had a disqualifying fel ony

of fense of grand theft from2001. It is noted that

www. | exi t asl egal . com
(800) 676-2401




Publ i c Meeting Wirkshop Hearing
Novenber 07, 2024

1
2
3
4
)
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

. : .. . . Page 37
it was not disclosed on the original application.

VICE CHAIR BROWN:  And that's grand theft
aut o?

MR. TAUPIER. Correct. The applicant failed
tolist all of the offenses in the first
application. Subsequently after responding, he
seeks a wai ver of the felony offense and i ssuance
of that |icense.

He is currently applying for a security
position at Pal m Beach KC. A waiver interview was
conducted on August 27, 2024, and it's docunented
in the materials that were provided to you.
Applicant explained that felony was his friend. He
pi cked himup, and he entered a vehicle. And then
when police stopped, they junped out and went on
foot. That's his narrative.

According to Section 550.105(5)(c) Florida
Statutes, it allows the Conm ssion to waive an
of fense that would be disqualifying if the
appl i cant establishes that she or he is of good
moral character, that she or he has been
rehabilitated, and that the crime that she or he
was convicted of is not related to pari-mnutuel
wagering and is not a capital offense.

The Conmi ssion can decide to grant the waiver
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and issue the applicant an occupational |icense.

O if the Conmm ssion decides not to waive and issue
the license, the Division would ask that you all ow
the Division to issue a letter of license denial in
t his case.

VI CE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you, M. Taupier.

Again, this is one that stens back to over 24
years ago. He's applying to be a security officer.
Are there any other crines? | can't find themin
the record.

MR TAUPIER: Wien | reviewed this, | did not
see any other crimnal convictions or any other
crim nal instances.

COW SSI ONER D AQUI LA:  Thank you so nuch.

Conmi ssi oner D Aquil a.

COW SSI ONER D AQUI LA:  So ny understanding is
that this happened when he was 19 years ol d?

MR. TAUPI ER. Around that age.

COW SSI ONER D AQUI LA:  And he is
approximately 42 years old, and to date has had no
subsequent run-ins with the | aw?

MR. TAUPIER: Correct.

COMWM SSI ONER D AQUI LA:  Based on all of the
searches that were done and so forth. And also in

| ooking at all of the materials, do | understand
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correctly that restitution was paid to the General

Mot ors subsi diary deal er?

MR. TAUPIER. Entry applied fromthe court
records.

COMW SSI ONER D AQUI LA:  Whatever it was at the
time.

MR TAUPIER. That restitution was satisfied.

COW SSI ONER REPP: Al l fees have been pai d?

MR. TAUPIER.  Correct.

COW SSIONER D AQUILA:  And this is for a
security guard position?

MR TAUPIER. That is correct.

COMM SSI ONER D AQUI LA: At a |icensed
facility?

MR TAUPI ER.  Yes, sir.

COW SSI ONER D AQUI LA:  Thank you for
clarifying the facts.

VI CE CHAI R BROWN: Thank you.

Conmi ssi oners, any other conmments or
guestions?

COW SSI ONER DRAGO:  Just one question, if |
could. Does he have a security license with the
state now, do we know?

MR. TAUPIER: That, | amnot sure of. [|I'm not

sure that was asked during the waiver interview.
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There's nothing within our application that woul d

ask that question either. | don't renenber reading
anyt hing that brought up whether or not he
currently has a Florida security |license.

VI CE CHAI R BROMN:  Conmi ssi oner.

COW SSI ONER D AQUI LA: | have a question. |f
a denial of a security |license was out there, would
that prohibit himworking as a security guard in a
| icensed facility?

MR. TAUPIER. The laws to which we coul d deny
a license doesn't encapsulate that. It only
encapsul ates convictions or license denials from
other PMVjurisdictions. However, if he has been
deni ed such security license and he's required to
have it in that position, that is a liability on
the |icensee specifically who's hiring him

Not necessarily that | don't think
admnistratively we can stop it, but that is
sonet hing legally that whoever is hiring himneeds
to deal wth.

VI CE CHAI R BROMN: Conmm ssi oner Repp.

COW SSIONER REPP: 1'd just like to go on
record stating that I1'm once again, disappointed
that this individual junped out of a vehicle, ran

frompolice, got arrested. Yet when he filled out
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1 his application, he seenmed to have forgotten and

2 answered no to the question asking if he had ever
3 been convicted of a disqualifying offense.

4 | find a lack of candor on his part regarding
5 this. However, on the other hand, | do understand
6 this was a long tinme ago, though |I do not believe
7 he forgot about that incident. | don't think

8 anyone woul d. Thank you.

9 VI CE CHAIR BROMWN: That is accurate.

10 Conmi ssi oners, any other coments before we
11 deci de how to proceed with this itenf

12 | just went back and | ooked through his

13  background, and he has not had any additi onal

14 arrests showing rehabilitation, irrespective of

15 that he was not candid on the application, as we
16 see often in these cases.

17 Are we ready to nake a notion here, or do we
18 want to have staff | ook into additional

19 information?
20 COMWM SSI ONER D AQUI LA My question stands
21 wth regard to there's a conflict on the issuance
22 of a security license and approving one in one
23 agency and disapproving in another. |'m
24 unconfortable with that. | think where I'm | eaning
25 on this is maybe we should table this for further
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investigation. | think I would feel unconfortable

as a Comm ssion issuing a |license and contradicting
anot her state agency.

VICE CHAIR BROMWN: |Is there any statutory tine
| ine that we have to conply with before our
Decenber neeting?

MR. TAUPI ER. Because he signed the waiver, he
wai ved the deadline. So we're technically not up
against a deadline for this. W can table it, and
we can | ook at whether or not the position that is
being offered to himrequires such |icensure.

If may just be that it's titled in a way that
it appears to require such license. But we could
just be checking on it. W wll get that answered
for you so that way, there's no concern.

VI CE CHAIR BROWN:. Commi ssioners, if you're
all okay with that, we're going to go ahead and
table it and have staff seek additional
i nformati on.

COW SSI ONER D AQUI LA: | agree.

COW SSI ONER REPP: | agree.

VI CE CHAI R BROWN: Come back to us in Decenber
with it. Thank you, M. Taupier. W're going to
nove on to 6.1, which is a discussion of order to

vacate the final order.
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MR TAUPIER ItemNo. 6.1 is Case No.

2024- 002190, Luis A Garcia. The Conm ssion issued
a final order on October 3, 2024 suspendi ng
respondent's license for a period extending until
respondent has fully satisfied all outstanding
financial obligations and proof of such paynent is
recei ved by the Comm ssion due to a financial debt
related to racing conducted at a pari - nutuel
facility.

Subsequently, it cane to the Comm ssion staff
and di scovered by Comm ssion staff that the
respondent is not the individual identified in the
default final judgnment. Therefore, the D vision
woul d ask that the Comm ssion enter or authorize
the entering of an order vacating the final order
and renove the suspension on respondent’'s
pari - mutuel wagering general individual
occupational |icense, License No. 12276313.

VI CE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you. d enda Ricks
did a great job on this.

MR, TAUPI ER.  She did.

VICE CHAIR BROAN:  |If there are no questions,
can we please get a notion to enter an order
vacating the final order and renoving the

suspensi on of respondent.
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COW SSI ONER DRAGO:  So noved.

VICE CHAIR BROMN: |s there a second?

COW SSI ONER D AQUI LA:  Second.

VICE CHAIR BROWN:.  All those in favor, say
aye.

(Mul tiple ayes.)

VICE CHAIR BROWN:  All right. W are going
into license denials. There are just two itens.
7.1,

MR TAUPIER Item No. 7.1 is 2024-058288,

Wl liam N chol as Saunders, Jr. The Division of
Pari - Mut ual Wagering received a conpleted |icense
application fromWII|iam Saunders on Cctober 1,
2024. Applicant is seeking a slot machi ne cardroom
pari-mnmutual conbi nati on occupational |icense.

After review of the application, it was
di scovered that he was convicted of a felony
of fense, tampering with physical evidence in 2008.
The applicant did not disclose this conviction on
the original application.

The applicant is applying to be a security
teamlead at Dania. 1t should be noted that there
is recent run-ins with the law for reckless driving
in 2020. The applicant did not apply for a waiver

for the felony conviction.
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The Division would ask the Comm ssion to

aut hori ze the issuance of a letter of |icense
deni al .

VI CE CHAI R BROAN:  Thank you.

Conmi ssi oners, any questions of M. Taupier?

COW SSI ONER DRAGO | think the sanme subject
woul d come up as well in ternms of the security
|icense. | don't know whether we feel as strong
about this for us to want to table it or not, but I
think I"'mstill interested in the security |license
aspect of it.

VI CE CHAIR BROMWN:  Yes, M. Tronbetta.

MR. TROVBETTA: Let nme just try to provide a
little bit of context. So the license that -- our
| i censing systemisn't set up to license, for the
nost part, specific jobs, so we don't provide a
pari-mutuel security |icense.

And | know you are aware of that. | just want
to make sure that the context of whether or not --
you know, think of it -- I think it is relevant for
t he wai ver discussion that you just had. But |
just want it out there just so that we're all
tal ki ng about the sane thing.

A person can apply for a license, and they

aren't limted in what they can do in the
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pari-mutuel industry based on what they list as

their future occupation, if that makes sense. So
there are limtations on what they can do based on
the license type.

But in other words, if an individual puts
security officer on their pari-nutuel individual
| i cense application, they're aren't limted to just
being a security officer, just for clarity.

W can address questions and get nore
information as you request. | think it's a good
I dea, you know, pretty good for the prior one. But
if there's any other questions just about, you
know, kind of what you're |ooking into generally,
happy to touch on that.

VI CE CHAI R BROMWN:  Conmi ssi oner.

COW SSI ONER DRAGO | think the value in it
for me is further information about the individual
because these are cases we're consi dering based on
their -- whether they have been rehabilitated or
not and what their history has been, the crine
I nvol ved and so forth.

And | think there may very well be other
information out there that relates to that in terns
of himor her seeking that security |icense and

whet her or not it was granted. And if not, why
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not. Maybe there's sonething we're not aware of,

sonet hi ng al ong those |ines.

So I'minterested. That's why | said before
that if we're not on the fence on this one and
everybody had their mnd nade up one way or
anot her, then we don't have to worry about a
security |license background check, if you wll.

But if we are considering it and are a little
bit on the fence |like we were with that other one,
then | would Iike to have that additional
i nformation before making a deci sion.

So |I'd say to the Commission, it's up to
everybody in the Conm ssion whether they want to
seek that or if they' ve already got their m nd nade
up and aren't really interested in hearing anynore
about that.

VI CE CHAI R BROAN:  Thank you,

Conmi ssi oner Drago.

Conmi ssi oners.

COW SSIONER D AQU LA: | don't need
addi tional information on this one.

COW SSI ONER REPP: | have just a question.
| f we deny the application, he has an option for a
wai ver, yes or no?

MR. TAUPIER. So because of the occupati onal
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| icense, it does not allow a waiver for this. So

the options are give hima |icense, no waiver
decision, or allowthe Division to do a |letter of

| i cense denial. W can have a hearing, and provide
any additional for exploring docunentation that
deep dives nore into that aspect.

VI CE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you. All right.

Vell, I"'malways inclined to allow for nore
information. So if Comm ssioner Drago would |ike
us to hold on and have staff seek nore information,
| think I would be okay wth that as well.

COW SSI ONER DRAGO: | woul d ask that.
would like to see nore information before we nade a
decision on this, if the Conm ssion concurs.

VICE CHAIR BROMWN: |Is there a statutory
deadl i ne?

MR TAUPIER It's the end of Decenber, so we
woul d have to put it on next.

VI CE CHAI R BROWN:  That woul d be fine.

Conmmi ssioners, as long as we get additional
information, we'll be able to ook at this one nore
time at the next nmeeting.

COW SSI ONER REPP:  I'mfine with that.

COM SSIONER D AQUILA: I'mfine with that.

VI CE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you. W're going to
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table that item 7.2.

MR TAUPIER 7.2 is Case No. 2024-058294,

D anna Howe. The Division of Pari-Mituel WAgering
received a conpleted |icense application on Cctober
8, 2024. Applicant is seeking a slot nachine
cardroom pari-nutuel conbination occupati onal

| i cense.

After review of her application, it was
di scovered that she was convicted of a felony
of fense of forgery from 1991. The applicant did
not disclose this on her original application. The
job to which she is applying for is a massage
t herapi st for PPI.

This is another |icense type to where a waiver
Is not able to the |icensee applicant. Therefore,
the Division would ask the Conm ssion to authorize
the issuance of a letter of license denial.

VI CE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you. And the
forgery, it looks like, it's very scant information
based on the date of 1991. Wereas, it was rel ated
to a DU, another offense. So there's not a ton of
i nformation out there, other than community service
and probation. She's had no other offenses since
that tine.

MR. TAUPIER. Correct. The investigation
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showed that there was no other run-ins with the

| aw.

VI CE CHAI R BROWN:  Commi ssioners, | think this
person has shown good noral character and
rehabilitation since that date, and the crine is
not related in any way to what she is seeking.
Wth that, if you all are in agreenent, can we
all ow for the issuance of occupancy |icense.

COMM SSI ONER DRAGO:  Can | ask just one quick
question?

VI CE CHAIR BROAN:  Sure.

COW SSI ONER DRAGO:  Just for clarity for ne
and just trying to read through it, is this forging
a check? |Is that what this was?

MR TAUPIER It was.

COW SSI ONER DRAGO  And for what, a few
hundred dol | ars or sonethi ng?

COW SSI ONER D AQUI LA: | thought it was
$1,400 to WAl mart.

MR. TAUPIER: Sonething like that. Back in
'91, that's a lot.

COW SSI ONER DRAGO:  That's my only questi on.

VICE CHAIR BROWN: I f you all have no
objection in allowng for the |license based on the

fact that she's been rehabilitated since that tine
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and the crine is not related to the |license she's

seeking, can we get a notion to issue her occupancy
| i cense.
COW SSI ONER D'agurina: 1'lIl make a notion to

I ssue her occupancy |icense.

VICE CHAIR BROMWN: |Is there a second?

COW SSI ONER DRAGO:  Second.

VI CE CHAIR BROMN:  Any discussion? All those
in favor, say aye.

(Mul tiple ayes.)

VI CE CHAIR BROMN:  Any opposed? We are noving
on nowto ItemNos. 8.1 and 8.2, which are the
di scussion of final orders pursuant to a request
from respondent.

MR TAUPIER Item No. 8.1 is Case No.
2024- 037532, Jacquel i ne Caramay Mendez. You have
been provided with a one-count admnistrative
conplaint alleging that the respondent was excl uded
from Casino Mam on May 28, 2024.

The allegations within the investigation was
t hat the respondent took a voucher that did not
belong to her. This is one of the people that are
involved in one of the itens that you al ready
di scussed, 4.3 Sanchez, Mayo.

Therefore, this respondent is subject to
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exclusion fromall pari-nmutuel facilities and al

facilities of a slot machine |icensee pursuant to
Section 550.0251(6) and 551.112 Florida Statutes.
Respondent submtted an election of rights
requesting that the Comm ssion enter a final order
I nposing a penalty in this case.

Therefore, the Division would ask the

Conmi ssion to enter an order adding the respondent

© 00 N o o1 B~ W N P

to the permanent exclusion |ist for all pari-nutuel

=
o

facilities and all facilities of a slot nmachine

[
[

| i censee.

VI CE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you. Conm ssioners,

=
N

13 any questions? Can we please get a notion to enter

14 a final order permanently excluding the respondent.

15 COW SSI ONER DRAGO  So noved.

16 VI CE CHAI R BROMWN:  Second?

17 COW SSI ONER REPP:  Second.

18 VI CE CHAIR BROMWN:  Any di scussion? Al

19 tPRSFavor, say aye.

20 (Multiple ayes.)

21 VICE CHAIR BROMN:  And | astly, 8.2.

22 MR TAUPIER. Item No. 8.2 is 2024-040783,

23 Karell Tejera Martinez. You ve been provided with
24 a two-count adm nistrative conplaint alleging that

25 respondent was excluded and term nated from

www. | exi t asl egal . com
(800) 676-2401




Publ i c Meeting Wirkshop Hearing
Novenber 07, 2024

© 00 N o o B~ W DN e

N NN N NN R P R B R R R R R
g A W N P O © 0 N O O » W N L O

] ) Page 53
H al eah Park on July 12, 2024 alleging that the

respondent took chips and put themin the tip box
unaut hori zed.

Therefore, being subject to exclusion from al
pari-mutuel facilities and all facilities of a slot
machi ne |icensee pursuant to Sections 550.0251(6)
and 551.112 Florida Statutes and revocation of his
sl ot machi ne cardroom pari-nutuel conbination
occupational |icense.

Respondent submtted an election of rights
requesting that the Comm ssion enter a final order
i nposing a penalty in this case. Therefore, the
Di vision woul d ask that the Comm ssion enter an
order adding the respondent to the pernmanent
exclusion list of all pari-nutuel facilities and
all facilities of a slot machine |icensee and woul d
revoke his slot machi ne cardroom pari - nut uel
conbi nati on occupational |icense.

VI CE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you. Conm ssioners,
any questions?

COW SSI ONER DRAGO:  No.

VI CE CHAI R BROAN: Thank you. The respondent
has been termnated as well fromthe facility.

MR. TAUPIER. Correct.

VI CE CHAIR BROMWN: Can we pl ease get a notion
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then to permanently exclude -- pardon ne -- enter a

final order of permanently excluding the
respondent, as well as revoking her |icense.

COW SSI ONER REPP:  1'Il make that notion.

VICE CHAIR BROMN: |Is there a second?

COW SSI ONER D AQUI LA:  Second.

VI CE CHAIR BROWN: Any di scussion? Al those
in favor, say aye.

(Multiple ayes.)

VI CE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you, M. Taupier for
pinch hitting. Excellent.

W are noving on to our executive director
updat e.

MR. TROVBETTA: Second that. Thank you, Marc.
Vel | done.

The first thing, | think | wuld like to turn
it over to Director Herold to provide a | aw
enforcenent update, if you want to cone up. Do you
have a mc there? Do you want to cone over here.
Wherever you woul d |ike.

VI CE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you. Director Herold
has been very busy this past nonth.

MR. HEROLD: Good norning. Carl Herold, for
the record. Thank you for having ne. |It's always

exciting to conme up here and speak wth you, share
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really good information about the Gam ng

Enf orcenment Unit.

Thi s past nonth has been, again, a very
exciting and active tinme for the Gam ng Enforcenent
Unit. | think where | would like to start off with
I's had teased a coupl e nonths ago about the intel
nmeeting that we were hosting, and that occurred
t hat past nonth.

"1l tell you, it was a fantastic operation.
My teamdid a great job in hosting this neeting
with the intel folks in the gam ng industry from
all across the United States. W had 30
i ndividuals that attended this training.

| just want to go down some of the states.
Vell, 1'll go down all the states. (Qoviously,

Fl orida, |owa, Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, Nevada,
Arizona, Louisiana, and Washington state. And |
will also share that they were very happy with the
accommodati ons in Tall ahassee, believe it or not.

| think that that is just a really great
opportunity for us to kind of get a presence inside
that Gam ng Enforcenent Intel Unit. Florida has a
great deal to offer, | believe, and it's just one
nore opportunity for us to have a presence in that

space and be a leader in that particular area.
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This past nonth al so, we had a nunber of

pronotions. W pronoted two individuals, two of
our agents up to special agent supervisors. These
are two individuals that have been with us since
very near the beginning. They have a vast skil

set and bring a lot of already know edge related to
the | aw enforcenent side of this and the gam ng

enf or cenent .

And then we al so pronoted one of our anal ysts
up to intel supervisor. So all that good news also
brings wwth it we had to advertise, and so we've
got advertisenments out there. I|I'mgoing to just go
real fast.

W' ve got advertisenents for five agents
across the state. W have advertisenent for
crimnal analyst. W also have cyber analyst. But
|"mgoing to tease next nonth's report by telling
you that we've actually already sel ected cyber
anal yst, quite skilled individual.

W' re doing the background right now and | ook
to have himon board before the end of the nonth.
So we're doing a lot of really good stuff, as far
as personnel concern, and that outreach with the
intel gam ng unit.

VICE CHAIR BROWN: If | ask just pause.
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Conmi ssi oners, any questions real quick?

COW SSI ONER DRAGO.  Actually, | have a couple
of quick ones. The intel training that you did or
conference, is it part of an intel organization?

MR. HEROLD: It is.

COW SSI ONER DRAGO: It is. Ckay.

MR HEROLD: It's a subunit of the intel
organi zation, and | think it's called ILIA
(phonetic). Don't ask nme what that acronym stands
for right now And as part of that -- and |']|
throw this out or you, Conmm ssioner, is that as
part of that training, just so you get a greater
appreciation for what their training enconpassed.

It had online sports betting, sone information
on illegal slot machi nes, noney | aundering through
casino activity. It involved animl fighting
I nvesti gati ons.

And then since this unit is also in many of
the states, they have a presence inside the
casinos, inside the tribal casinos as well, they
had a topic on prosecuting casino crine. So it was
a pretty broad spectrum And all intel is good
intel, even if it doesn't apply to what we nmi ght be
doing at that tine.

COW SSI ONER DRAGO:  Thank you. One ot her
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thing. You nentioned sone pronotions, but | don't

think I heard the nanes. D d you give the nanmes?
| think you gave their titles.

VI CE CHAIR BROAN:  You don't want to give the
names.

COW SSI ONER DRAGO:  Ch, you haven't pronoted?

MR. HEROLD: No. No. No. | have pronoted
t hem

COMM SSI ONER DRAGO:  You don't want to give
t he nanmes?

MR. HEROLD: Maybe not in a public forum

VI CE CHAI R BROAN:  Thank you.

Commi ssi oner D Aquil a.

COW SSI ONER D AQUI LA:  On the cyber anal ysts,
you nentioned advertising. Were -- obviously, a
very popular area in all wal ks of business and so
forth. Were do those candidates tend to cone
fron? Do they come fron? In the analyst position,
are they comng fromcolleges, universities? Are
they com ng from ot her |aw enforcenent
organi zati ons? \Were, |'mcurious?

MR. HEROLD: You know, that's a really great
qguestion, and you have to kind of back up. The
type of individual that we're |ooking for that has

sone crimnal analyst skill set or at |east sone
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aptitude and desire to do that along wth a

sufficient anount of cyber technol ogy type of
background, we're finding they' re sonewhat of a
uni corn.

You know, as a uni que agency, our |aw
enforcenent style is sonething that's unlike
anything el se that you see in the state of Florida.
And so the individuals that we're trying to find
seens to be that unicorn. |

And so we had to advertise for the intel
folks, the crimnal analyst side and decide were we
going to try to get them sone additional training
for the cyber side. And we also advertised on the
cyber side and | ooked for people that had aptitude
or desire to get into the crimnal side.

And so to answer your question, we threw a
pretty broad net out there, both within the
crimnal analyst side and within the intel side to
try and capture those individuals. W could wite
a book on it.

COW SSI ONER D AQUILA: | think my own
experience, a unicorn wuld be an understatenent.

MR. HEROLD: Yes. Yes. Very difficult.

COW SSIONER D AQUILA:  So | hope it -- yes, |

woul d consider this mght be two or three different
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people in the cyber crine area to get nore of an
over | ap.

MR. HEROLD: Right.

COW SSI ONER D AQUI LA: | got to think that
Is -- you might have to get into other planets.

|"m kidding. But, yes, |I think it's -- pay
particular attention to how challenging it is, the
I ndustry is. It's very sought after.

MR. HEROLD: It is. It truly is. |
appreci ate --

COW SSI ONER D AQUI LA: At the nonent for
obvi ous reasons.

MR HEROLD: And | will take this opportunity
to thank Chief Linton for all her amazing work in
trying to find those individuals and doi ng the
outreach necessary to capture those fol ks and get
their attention where they | ook at us.

VI CE CHAI R BROAN: Conm ssi oner Repp.

COW SSI ONER REPP:  You brought up outreach.
Are we reaching out to the local universities and
doi ng sone outreach activities to kind of |et
peopl e know t hat we have these kind of jobs out
here and avail abl e?

MR. HEROLD: W have. W did a university --

what would you call it, Lisa -- career day type
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thing. W have been -- | wll say that the fol ks

that are inside the universities, we want to ki nd
of tease themand get theminterested in it.

But at our level, we are really asking for
fol ks that al ready have sone history, you know,
sone experience. And while there's a |ot of energy
fromour university folks, we just don't have the
bandwi dth yet as a young agency to bring on folks
and train themup into that area because we don't
even have established individuals in yet. So while
we do want to, you know, nmake theminterested in
this type of |aw enforcenent and certainly appea
to their desire to be a part of the Gam ng
Enforcenment Unit, we find better candidates in
sonebody that's already got sone tine and grade and
has done those kind of things.

VI CE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you. And al so thank
you to Chief Linton

MR. HEROLD: Absolutely. Absolutely. She was
a good hire.

VI CE CHAIR BROMWN: That's good.

MR. HEROLD: Just to nove on, maybe |'l|
finish up with some other training, and that was
t hat one of our agents went to firearns instructor,

SO we' ve got one nore instructor.
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As far as the activity, if you're ready for ne
to nove on, I'll talk about some of our activity
this past nonth. | would like to lead with the

intel. W did 11 background investigations,
backgrounds on subjects this past nonth,

We al so did eight business backgrounds.
Agai n, those are absolutely instrunmental to try and
find out what type of crimnal activity, if there
Is any, and the connection between bad actors and
busi nesses and those kind of things |ike that.

W assisted by doing a background on an
enpl oyee. One enpl oyee, we did a bank record
anal yzation for one. And then we held not just
that intel neeting that we hosted, but the folks
within our intel group also participated in seven
ot her intel neetings, you know, to stay current
with the crimnal trends and those kind of things
| i ke that.

Wth regard to the | aw enforcenent side, the
agents across the state touched 63 different
I nvestigations across the state. So these things
take tinme, and so the anmount of work you do is
dependent upon the information that you get back.
And so they're always touching these types of

i nvestigations, 63 with regard to illegal casinos.
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W were able to close down four illegal

casinos this past nonth, and we seized 91 nmachi nes
out of those four illegal casinos that were closed.
W had a total of ten charges against four

i ndi vi dual s.

| would also add that at this point, we're
still trying to nove up the | adder in the
organi zation, crimnal organization. So while the
nunber of persons arrested nmay appear low, it's
because we're working up the ladder to try and have
a greater inpact in our enforcenent efforts.

And | know Comm ssi oner Drago and
Conmm ssi oner Repp both understand that. So you
don't always arrest everybody because you want them
to tell you about the next guy. And that's kind of
a thunbnail view of what we've done this past
nonth. | would entertain any questions that you
have.

VI CE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you, Director Herold.
That's excellent. W knowit's a stupendous anount
of work. Also wth the hire of our external
affairs, Katie Young, she's been able to reach out
t o audi ences throughout the state through the
efforts that have been acconplished, so great work.

Conmi ssi oner Drago.
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COW SSI ONER DRAGO  No, | don't really have

anyt hi ng now.

VI CE CHAIR BROWN: Commi ssi oner Repp?

COWMWM SSI ONER REPP:  No.

COMW SSI ONER DRAGO:  No.

MR. HEROLD: Well, thank you. Ooviously, al
this work is done by the agents and the anal ysts
that | have. | get to stand up here and the |ight
IS shone on nme, but these are the folks that are
doing the real work, and we really appreciate that.
And wi t hout them we wouldn't be successful at all,
so | do want to say that.

VI CE CHAIR BROAN: Thank you. G eat report.

COW SSI ONER D AQUI LA:  Thank you.

COW SSI ONER DRAGO.  Thank you.

VICE CHAIR BROWN: Back to M. Tronbetta.

MR. TROVBETTA: Quick update just on H SA
updates. So yesterday, the FTC approved their
budget going forward. They've asked for over $80
mllion. This is their budget, total budget to run
Horseracing Integrity Safety Authority.

They' ve al so sent letters to states regarding
t he assessnents due fromeach state. So if you
remenber, the nodel essentially is they get a | oan

for the budget and then get everything -- they go
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to the states and say you owe us X, and that's how

t hey fund thensel ves.

Fl orida's budget has gone up again this year.
It is just about $9 mllion has been assessed on
the state of Florida. They are in the process of
changing the rule that determ nes how that
assessment i s made.

At its nost basic, they take the total nunber
of starts, and they |look at purses paid. So it's
bad in that it's a high cost on the state of
Florida. But it also reflects that Florida has a
very kind of, you know, boom ng horseracing
i ndustry and that we pay the third hi ghest purses
in the country.

So it also reflects that Florida is doing well
in terns of offering the horseracing product. The
| etter that they sent to us does al so include
essentially a reduction based on the services that
we provide.

You know, the MOUs that we enter into with
H SA where we agree to collect sanples and conduct
sonme of the investigative work hel ps of fset sone of
that cost. In reality, the assessnent on the state
is going to be about $7.3 mllion. So it reflects

alnmost $2 mllion offset fromwork that the Gam ng
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Conmi ssion is doing in the field, you know, Joe's

team the PMWteam

So we don't have any decision or anything |ike
that on this agenda. Probably Decenber, January
we' || provably have a new MOU for you all to | ook
at and authorize us to enter into that will again
capture the sane thing.

The other part of this that | haven't
mentioned yet is the tax credits. The permt
hol ders are allowed to offset some of the
assessnent based on tax credits that have been
provided to them

So overall, this Horseracing Integrity Safety
Authority is continuing to do what it set out to
do. The horseracing industry is adjusting. Ganm ng
Conmi ssions are adjusting. It is the third
iteration of this, so | just wanted to give you an
update and nake nyself available if there are any
guesti ons.

VI CE CHAIR BROWN:  Thank you,
Director Tronmbetta. | understand our teamis
wor ki ng very successfully with H SA and H W at the
tracks. It's just still a bit frustrating that we
don't have any control over the budget that's

ultimately passed on to the permt hol ders.
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And Florida is greatly inpacted, if you | ook

at the costs across the state. And then you | ook
at the anount in H SA s budget admi nistration,
including $2 million of legal fees that are

chal lenging -- folks that -- states that are
chal | engi ng.

Agai n, those costs are being passed on to our
permt holders, and it's just frustrating that the
FTC is the only one that has the authority and
control over that budget. | had to express that.

Conmm ssi oners?

COW SSI ONER DRAGO:  No, thank you

VI CE CHAI R BROMN:  Comm ssi oner D Aquil a.

COW SSIONER D AQUI LA: W th that added, it's
been the decision of the tracks to participate in
this. And they're nmaking a cost benefit decision
based on the federal |aw and participation in

accepting bets across state |ines. Approxinately

how many states are still not participating in
HI SA?

MR. TROVMBETTA: | don't have that in front of
me. | could probably do sone research.

COW SSI ONER D AQUI LA:  There are a nunber.
MR. TROVBETTA: There are sone, yes. Yes.
COMW SSIONER D AQUILA: | agree with

www. | exi t asl egal . com
(800) 676-2401




Publ i c Meeting Wirkshop Hearing
Novenber 07, 2024

© 00 N o o B~ W DN e

N NN N NN R P R B R R R R R
g A W N P O © 0 N O O » W N L O

] ) ) o Page 68
Comm ssioner Brown. But this was a deci sion nade

by the tracks to participate in this, fromwhat |
under st and.

MR. TROVBETTA: | can't speak on behalf of the
tracks, but there are, yes. | nean, there's
ultimately just decisions that are nmade by a nunber
-- you know, the trainers, the owners. There's the
regul atory agenci es.

There's so many different decisions that have
to go into getting a horse to start in a race
that's then broadcast out of that state where
wagering is offered in other places. It's just
there's a nesh of a | ot of people that have to nake
sone type of deci sion.

VICE CHAIR BROAWN:  And | know we don't need
any action right now. But |ooking forward to
review ng that MOU that we have with H SA novi ng
forward

MR. TROVBETTA: You know, noticeably -- well,
maybe not noticeably, but mssing fromthe agenda
I's anything about rulemaking. W are still working
on it. Just there wasn't anything to decide on.

So just that's why that isn't there.

Schedul i ng, so right now from ny notes,

Decenber 5th and January 7th have been dates we've
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agreed to in previous neetings. |If you would Iike,

| have availability for the room across the hal

for February and March. So February, it's
avai |l able the 5th, 6th, and 7th, any of those three
days.

VI CE CHAI R BROWN: Conmm ssioners, are you okay
with February 5th or February 6th? | say we go
with the 6th.

COW SSI ONER D AQUI LA:  Yes.

COW SSI ONER DRAGO  6th is good.

VI CE CHAIR BROMWN: Thank you. And then March,
can we go ahead and book that?

MR. TROVBETTA: March, the sane days are
avail able, the 5th, 6th, or 7th.

VI CE CHAI R BROWN: Comm ssioners, any conflict
wi th March 6t h?

COMM SSI ONER D' AQUI LA:  No.

COW SSI ONER DRAGO:  March 6th is good.

VI CE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you. Conm ssioners,
do you have any questions for D rector Tronbetta?

COW SSI ONER DRAGO: What was the January date
agai n?

MR. TROVMBETTA: | have the 7th.

COW SSI ONER DRAGO:  The neeting is on the
7th?
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MR. TROVBETTA: (Nods head up and down.)

COW SSI ONER DRAGO:  Thank you.

VI CE CHAIR BROAWN: And that concl udes your
report. We do have public coment.

W have sonmebody signed up al ready.

M. Zachem good norning.

MR. ZACHEM Good norning. Thank you for the
opportunity to be here. [I'll try and be brief as
soneone who is near the end. |In representing sone
facilities, we've noticed a little bit of an uptick
recently in sone adm nistrative conplaints that
m ght have coi nci ded with naybe new personnel
that's there.

W understand that there are goals to
acconplish being conpliance with the statute and
the rule. | would offer up as a possible
alternative to admnistrative conplaints just for
t he thought or review of the Conm ssion that they
take a quick |Iook at 120.695 which covers notices
of nonconpl i ance.

It assists the process in trying to show that
t here could be a nonconpliance by an entity and
also helps direct thema little bit. And just to
make you all aware, that m ght be an opportunity to

be able to get the point across and have the

www. | exi t asl egal . com
(800) 676-2401




Publ i c Meeting Wirkshop Hearing
Novenber 07, 2024

© 00 N o o B~ W DN e

N NN N NN R P R B R R R R R
g A W N P O © 0 N O O » W N L O

Page 71

dialogue go a little earlier than an admnistrative
conpl aint so there can be conpliance qui cker and a
better under st andi ng.

| just wanted to bring that to the attention
of you all today, and that's all | have.

VI CE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you. Are there any
guestions?

| s there anybody in the audience that would
|ike to participate today in public comrent?

Seei ng none, Conm ssioners, any other matters
to address? Al right. This concludes our
nmeeting. Thank you. Have a good day.

(Proceedi ngs concluded at 10:41 a.m)
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CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER

STATE OF FLORI DA
COUNTY OF LEON

I, 1. RIS COOPER, do hereby certify that I
was aut horized to and did stenographically report
t he foregoi ng proceeding, and that the transcri pt
is atrue and conplete record of ny stenographic

not es.

Dated this 26th day of Novenber, 2024.

0 \Loe. Covore

Iris Cooper
Stenographlc Reporter
Notary Public, State of Florida
My Conmmi ssion No. 1366674
Expires: February 7, 2028

Job No.: 373300
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